
CHRISTIANS of every denomination
would be interested in the possibility

of the name of a man who is mentioned
in the New Testament appearing on a
coin minted in the first century AD. Could
the Rufus in the New Testament be the
Rufus on a coin? The coin is bronze and
was minted at Hierapolis in Phrygia

(Figure 1 – map) during the reign of the
Roman emperor Vespasian (69-79). It is
very rare today. In fact there are only
three known specimens. (Figures 2, 3
and 4) The rarity of coins of Vespasian
minted at Hierapolis is probably due to
a severe earthquake that caused much
destruction in the city in 60 AD. Also

Vespasian had been the general ap-
pointed to fight the Jewish rebels during
the First Jewish Revolt (66-70 AD), and
the Jews in Hierapolis, who were prob-
ably part of the city’s elite, might have
suffered as a result. 
The laureate head of Vespasian ap-

pears on the obverse of the coin with the
Greek legendΟΥΕΣΠΑΣΙΑΝΟΣ ΣΕΒΑΣΤΟΣ

Ruins of a church at Hierapolis. (Wikimedia Commons. Photo by A. Savin.)

Figure 1 – Map of western Asia Minor showing Hierapolis and other ancient cities.
(Photocopy of part of the map of Asia Minor in ‘A Guide to the Ancient World’ by Michael Grant.)

Figure 2 – Bronze coin of Vespasian minted at
Hierapolis. Diameter 20 mms. Obverse: Ves-
pasian. Reverse: Apollo holding lyre. RPC II
1300. (Leu Numismatik, Web Auction 7, Lot 740)



(Vespasian Augustus). Because there is
no V in Greek, OY is used instead. On
the reverse the god Apollo stands hold-
ing a lyre. In his right hand he holds a
plectrum which was an instrument for
striking the strings of the lyre. He looks
remarkably like the statue known as
the Apollo Barberini, which is in the
Munich Glyptotech. (Figure 5) Notice
how one leg protrudes and how his robe
hangs down in front of his other leg and
from his left arm. The statue was named
after the Barberini family who originally
acquired it. It was made in the first or
second century AD and is probably a
Roman copy of the statue in the temple
of Apollo in Rome. A similar statue must
have stood in his temple at Hierapolis.

It is amazing how coins enable us to re-
construct the past.
Apollo was the main god at Hierapolis

and his temple was in the centre of the
city. (Figure 6) As well as being the god
of music and the god of healing he was
the sun-god Helios, the bringer of light
to the world. Hierapolis was an early
centre of Christianity (Colossians 4:13)
and some of the people there might have
thought that Jesus Christ was equiva-
lent to Apollo. In John’s gospel Jesus
actually says, “I am the light of the
world.” (John 8:12) With the passage of
time the connection with Apollo would
have been lost as Christians stressed the
exclusive nature of their faith. 
The Greek words on the right of the

reverse are IEPAΠOΛΕΙΤΩN(of the Hier-
apoleitans). On the left the words are
KOINTOΣ KOP POYΦOΣ (Kointos Kor
Rufos) which in Latin is Quintus Cor
Rufus. The KOP consists of a monogram
of K and P followed by O, and might be
an abbreviation of Corellius. ‘Rufus’ is
the Latin word for ‘red’ and it was a
fairly common name in the Roman em-
pire. It might have been given originally
to a man with red hair and used as a
family name by his descendants. In any
case Quintus Corellius Rufus was an
important person in Hierapolis because
his name appears on this coin. 
The identity of Quintus Cor. Rufus is

discussed in Roman Provincial Coinage,
Volume II, by Andrew Burnett, Michel

Figure 3 – Bronze coin of Vespasian minted at Hierapolis. Diameter 18 mms. Obverse: Vespasian. 
Reverse: Apollo holding lyre. RPC II 1300. (Oslo Mynt Gallery, Auction 28, Lot 73)

Figure 4 – Bronze coin of Vespasian minted at Hierapolis. Diameter 20 mms. Obverse: Vespasian. 
Reverse: Apollo holding lyre. RPC II 1300. (Savoca Numismatik, 125th Blue Auction, Lot 545)



Amandry and Ian Carradice. The coin is
listed as 1300 on page 197. The authors
point out that the identity of this Rufus
had previously been discussed by W.
Weiser in an article in Epigraphica
Anatolica (EA 20, 1992, pp. 117-25). 
Weiser identified him with Q. Corel-

lius Rufus, a distinguished Roman of
the late first century, mentioned by the
Roman writer, Pliny. Weiser suggested
that he was the proconsul (Roman gov-
ernor) of Asia, but the authors of RPC
pointed out that he could not have held
this position during the reign of Ves-
pasian because men became proconsuls
only after being consul, and Q. Corellius
Rufus was consul at the end of Ves-
pasian’s reign. They said they could not
be sure that the Rufus on the coin was
the Rufus mentioned by Pliny. However,
because they have the same name, it is
certainly possible. It would mean that
Rufus was a magistrate in Hierapolis
before moving to Rome and becoming a
consul. 
In the New Testament the name ‘Rufus’

occurs twice. In Mark’s gospel (Mark
15:21) Rufus is the son of Simon: “A cer-
tain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father
of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by
on his way in from the country, and they
forced him to carry the cross.” (Figure 7)
As Mark wrote his gospel for the early
Christians in Rome, this reference to
Alexander and Rufus suggests that they
were well known to the Christians in
Rome. Mark probably wrote his gospel
before the Jewish Revolt which began in
66 AD. It is therefore possible that Rufus
was in Rome at this time and then went

to Hierapolis as a city official before re-
turning to Rome and eventually becom-
ing a consul in about 78 AD. People
could travel widely in the Roman Em-
pire at that time. However, the main ob-
jection to this theory is that the name
‘Rufus’ in Mark’s gospel is a given name,
whereas ‘Rufus’ in Q. Corellius Rufus
is a family name.  
The second reference to a Rufus is in

Paul’s letter to the Romans, written in
about 57 AD: “Greet Rufus, chosen in
the Lord, and his mother, who had been
a mother to me too.” (Romans 16:13)
The words “chosen in the Lord” suggest
that he was eminent in some way. He
could well have been someone whose ca-
reer led him to eventually being a con-
sul. The fact that Paul considered
Rufus’ mother to be a mother-figure
meant that he must have known them
before they moved to Rome because
Paul had not been to Rome before he
wrote this letter. So Rufus and his
mother could have been at Hierapolis
before moving to Rome. Again the objec-
tion to this theory is that ‘Rufus’ in
Paul’s letter seems to be a given name.
However, because as in modern times
men could sometimes be addressed by
their surnames, it is possible that the
Rufus on the coin could be the Rufus in
Romans 16:13. But, all things consid-
ered, the Rufus on the coin is probably
not the Rufus in Paul’s letter or the
Rufus in Mark’s gospel, but he might
have been the Rufus who became the
consul in Rome. 
Some scholars think that Romans 16

was written to Christians in Ephesus,

Figure 5 – Sculpture known as the Apollo Bar-
berini. (Wikimedia Commons. Photo by Miguel
Hermoso Cuesta.)

Figure 6 – Ruins of the temple of Apollo in Hierapolis. (Wikimedia Commons. Photo by Carole Raddato.)



not in Rome, but Leon Morris in his
book The Epistle to the Romans consid-
ered that chapter 16 does belong to
Paul’s letter to the Romans. It is inter-
esting to note that Aquila and Prisca,
who are also greeted by Paul in Romans
16, are “names connected with the con-
sul Acilius Glabrio, who ‘was a Chris-
tian in the time of Domitian.’” (Morris,
page 26) Domitian was the son of
Vespasian, and if Glabrio was a Chris-
tian, there is reason to believe that Q.
Corellius Rufus could also have been a
Christian. 
Domitian minted no coins at Hierapo-

lis, but a lot of coins at Laodicea. (Fig-
ure 8) Coins of Vespasian and his son,
Titus, minted at Hierapolis are ex-
tremely rare. One has the head of Demos
(the people) on the obverse with the leg-
end ΔΗΜΟC IƐPAΠΟΛƐΙΤΩΝ (Demos, of
the Hierapoleitans). On the reverse the
Greek words OMONOIA MAPKƐΛ ANΘY

(Homonoia Markel Anthu) are in a laurel
wreath. (Figure 9) Homonoia means an
alliance, and as a similar coin was
minted at the neighbouring city of
Laodicea the alliance would have been
between Hierapolis and Laodicea.
“Markel Anthu” is the abbreviated
Greek version of Marcellus, proconsul.
In Greek “proconsul” is ANΘΥΠΑΤΟΣ

(anthupatos). Although the head or
name of Vespasian does not appear on

Figure 7 – Simon of Cyrene carries the Cross. It is one of the Stations of the Cross in the church
of Saint Michel in Soufflenheim. (Wikimedia Commons. Photo by Gerd Eichmann.)



this coin we know that it was minted
during his reign because the names of
Vespasian and the proconsul Marcellus
occur on a coin of Cyme (Kyme), a city
on the coast. (Figure 10) The head and
name of Vespasian are on the obverse.
On the reverse the Amazon Cyme holds
a globe and a trident, and the Greek
legend means ‘Eprius Marcellus, the
proconsul / Kyme 3.’ The number 3 in-
dicates the third year of Marcellus as
governor of the Roman province of
Asia.  
Although the names of people men-

tioned in the New Testament probably
do not occur on the coins of Hierapolis,
the coins help us to understand the en-
vironment in which Christianity devel-
oped. For example, the worship of Apollo
as the sun-god in Hierapolis might have
facilitated belief in Jesus Christ, who
was “the true light that gives light to
every man.” (John 1:9) According to
most scholars John’s gospel was written
at Ephesus, not far from Hierapolis,
during the reigns of Vespasian and his
sons (69-96 AD). 

�  �  �

Figure 8 - Brass coin of Domitian (81-96 AD) minted at Laodicea in Phrygia. Diameter 24 mms.
Obverse: Domitian. Reverse: Zeus holds an eagle. RPC II 1289. (Classical Numismatic Group,
Electronic Auction 194, Lot 118)

Figure 9 – Bronze coin of Vespasian minted at Hierapolis. Diameter 31 mms. Obverse: head of
Demos. Reverse: Greek words in wreath. RPC II 1301. (Leu Numismatik, Web Auction 16, Lot 2824)

Figure 10 – Bronze coin of Vespasian minted at Cyme. Diameter 20 mms. Obverse: head of Ves-
pasian. Reverse: Cyme holds a globe and a trident indicating that it was a trading port. 
RPC II 970. (Classical Numismatic Group, Electronic Auction 405, Lot 303)

FOR those into rare and unusual off-
metal strikes, Stack’s-Bowers Hong

Kong auction in May contained a most
desirable gem: a Chinese 7.2 candareens
or 10 cents pattern dated Year 23 (1897). 
This coin type typically comes in silver

and was produced at the Anhwei Mint
located in Anking (cf. L&M-194; K-51;
KM-Y-42). That of offer had been struck in
brass in Germany by the Esslingen  Mint. 
The origin of the dies, punches and

hubs involved was learned only in 2012
when these were located in the archives
of the Otto Beh Company of Esslingen.
It was then discovered that Beh had
supplied over 200 dies for wide range of
Chinese coins in the late 19th century.
The item on offer is one of many patterns
Beh had struck-up at the Esslingen Mint
as part of their die-production process.
Few are known today.
The brass of the 7.2 candareens pat-

tern showed a splendid patina leading
the Stack’s-Bowers catalogue to wax most
eloquent, “this shimmering, glistening
near-Gem presents a great deal of vi-
brant luster and tantalizing color that
offers a melange of crimson, cobalt, and
violet.” Which, coupled with the item’s
rarity, no doubt served to push the bidding
way past the US$30,000-50,000 estimate
to settle at US$288,000 [A$402,000].

Dr K.A. Rodgers
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Super-rare Pattern Displays
Chequered History

Obverse & reverse of the super-rare pattern
Anhwei 7.2 candareens dated Year 23 (1897)
struck in brass. Certified PCGS SPECIMEN-64
it realized $402,000 in Stack’s-Bowers-Ponterio’s
sale in Hong Kong held in early May. Images
courtesy Stack’s-Bowers.


