Margat Castle, a Crusader fortress in Syria.
(Wikimedia Commons. Photo by Shayno.)

HE coinage of the Crusaders is a
huge subject but a fascinating one
for anyone interested in medieval history. The collector needs to know the
history of the Crusades and there are
many excellent books on the subject. Also
the collector would have to have one of
the standard references on Crusader
coins. Two commonly used ones are
Coins of the Crusader States, 2nd edition,
edited by Allen G. Berman (2004) and
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Figure 1 – Map of the Crusader states. (Wikimedia Commons)

Figure 2 – Bronze coin of Baldwin I or II minted at
Edessa. Malloy 1a. (Classical Numismatic Group,
Electronic Auction 407, Lot 625. cngcoins.com)

Figure 3 – Bronze coin of Richard of Salerno minted at Edessa. The reverse inscription, KE BOHΘ PIKAP Δω,
means “Lord, help Richard.” Malloy 4. (Classical Numismatic Group, Electronic Auction 407, Lot 628)

Coinage of the Crusades and the Latin
East in the Ashmolean Museum Oxford
by D.M. Metcalf (1995).
The town of Clermont in Central
Queensland was named after the French
town of Clermont where in 1095 Pope
Urban II appealed to Christians to take
up arms and repel the Muslim Turks who
were invading the Christian Byzantine
Empire. The Byzantine emperor Alexius
I had asked the pope for troops to help
him defeat the Turks who were invading
his empire which extended over what is
today the country of Turkey. But the
Queensland town of Clermont did not
get its name because of the Crusades. In
1862 a surveyor named the area after
the French town because it was the
ancestral home of Oscar de Satgé who
was a pioneering pastoralist in the area.
Mr de Satgé later became the member
for Clermont in the Queensland Parliament. Being descended from French
aristocrats it is likely that some of his
ancestors were Crusaders.

The Crusaders established themselves
in various places in the Middle East, and
eventually there were four Crusader
states: the county of Edessa, the county
of Tripoli, the principality of Antioch,
and most significantly the kingdom of
Jerusalem. (Figure 1 – map) They all
issued coins with images and inscriptions
telling us about them. To attract collectors to Crusader coinage some interesting
coins will be described in this article.
There were several Crusades. The first
was from 1096 to 1099. When Edessa
finally fell to the Turks in 1146 there
was a Second Crusade from 1147 to 1149.
In 1187 a powerful Muslim leader,
Saladin, captured Jerusalem, which led
to the Third Crusade from 1189 to 1192.
One of the leaders of this Crusade was
Richard I of England. He became known
as Richard the Lionheart because of his
bravery in battle. He regained some territory but was unable to reach Jerusalem.
By 1291 all the Crusaders had been
expelled from the region.

Figure 4 – Bronze coin of Baldwin II minted at Edessa. On the obverse the Greek inscription
means “Baldwin, Servant of the Cross.” Malloy 9a. (Numismatik Naumann Auction 53, Lot 968)

EDESSA
The first Crusader state to be established was the county of Edessa. In 1098
Thoros, the Christian Armenian ruler of
the city, appealed to Baldwin, one of the
Crusaders and the youngest son of the
count of Boulogne in France, to strengthen the city’s defences against Turkish
attacks. Thoros had no children and when

Figure 5 – Bronze coin of Bohemond I minted
at Antioch. St Peter holds a cross on the obverse and on the reverse the letters BHMT
stand for Bohemond. Malloy 1. (Stack’s Golden
Horn Collection, Lot 3494)

Figure 6 – Bronze coin of Tancred minted at Antioch. Malloy 3a. (Baldwin’s Auction 52, Lot 1151)

Figure 7 – Bronze coin of Tancred minted at Antioch. Malloy 4. (Baldwin’s Auction 68, Lot 3798)

he died in 1098 Baldwin proclaimed
himself the count of Edessa. The first coin
issued by Edessa under Crusader control was a large copper coin in the style
of the Byzantine coins that circulated in
the area. (Figure 2) It has Jesus Christ
on the obverse and a cross on the reverse with the letters ΒΛΔΝ (BLDN for
Baldwin). It is not possible to be sure if
this coin was issued by Baldwin I or his
successor and cousin Baldwin du Bourg,
known as Baldwin II.
In 1100 Baldwin I became the king of
Jerusalem when his brother Godfrey
died. Godfrey was the first Crusader
ruler of Jerusalem. He refused the title
of king but accepted the title Advocatus
Sancti Sepulchri (Defender of the Holy
Sepulchre). He said he did not wish to
wear “a golden crown in the place where
Jesus Christ had worn a crown of thorns.”
Baldwin I had no such scruples and
declared himself ‘King of Jerusalem’.
So in 1100 Baldwin II became the count
of Edessa, but in 1104 he was captured
by the Turks, and Richard of Salerno was
appointed regent. Richard continued to
issue coins in the Byzantine style some
with the Greek inscription, ‘Lord, help
Richard’. (Figure 3)
In 1108 Baldwin II was released by
the Turks. He issued coins with a new
type on the obverse: a soldier wearing a
cone-shaped helmet and a coat of mail.
(Figure 4) On some of these coins there
is the inscription, ‘Baldwin, Servant of

Figure 8 – Billon denier of Bohemond III minted at Antioch. Malloy 68.
(Classical Numismatic Group, Electronic Auction 157, Lot 376)

Figure 9 – Bronze coin of Baldwin I minted at Jerusalem. (Photocopy of image 3 on Plate 19 of
Israel Numismatic Journal, Volume 12)

Figure 10 – Drawing of the coin in Figure 9.
(Photocopy of the drawing on page 41 of
Metcalf’s book)

Figure 12 – The Tower of David. It is also
known as the Citadel. (Wikimedia Commons.
Photo by yeowatzup.)

the Cross’, indicating that Baldwin saw
himself as a soldier of the Cross, a Crusader. The word ‘Crusader’ derives from
the French ‘croix’ and the Spanish ‘cruz’,
meaning a cross. In 1118 Baldwin II succeeded his cousin as king of Jerusalem.
ANTIOCH
Chronologically the next Crusader state
was the principality of Antioch. Bohemond of Taranto, one of the leaders of
the First Crusade, captured Antioch in
1098. His father, Robert Guiscard, was a
Norman adventurer who seized Taranto
in Southern Italy when it was part of the
Byzantine Empire. Bohemond issued
coins with Saint Peter on the obverse.
(Figure 5) St Peter rarely appears on
Byzantine coins because the pope in
Rome claimed to be Peter’s successor
and there was always rivalry between

Rome and Constantinople, the capital of
the Byzantine Empire and the headquarters of the Orthodox branch of the
Church. So Bohemond’s coin was probably intended to show his allegiance to
the pope in Rome.
In 1101 Bohemond was captured by
the Turks and held prisoner until 1103.
His nephew Tancred acted as regent
during his captivity and while he was in
Europe gathering support. Tancred continued to issue the St Peter coins but on
the reverse was the inscription, ‘Lord,
help your servant, Tancred.’ (Figure 6)
He also issued coins showing himself
wearing a turban (Figure 7), which suggests that the Crusaders were assuming
the dress of their subjects.
The prince of Antioch who had the
longest reign was Bohemond III (11491163). He issued a new type of billon

Figure 11 – Billon denier of Baldwin III minted at Jerusalem. Malloy 16. (Vauctions, Auction 229, Lot 94)

denier. On the obverse was the profile
bust of a Crusader wearing chain mail
and a helmet with a cross on the side.
(Figure 8) The helmet is between a star
and a crescent, and as they were a symbol of Islam it suggests that Bohemond
was respecting his Muslim subjects. The
‘helmet’ deniers of Bohemond III were
minted in large numbers and are the
commonest Crusader coins today. With
the Crusader on the obverse and the
Cross on the reverse they epitomize the
Crusader spirit.
JERUSALEM
In 1099 Godfrey became the first Crusader ruler of Jerusalem but he died in
1100 and issued no coins. His successor
was Baldwin I (1100-1118). The name
‘Baldwin’ appears on a unique bronze
coin that was found in Jerusalem and
donated to the Israel Museum. (Figure
9) The coin is described in an article by
Ya‘akov Meshorer in the Israel Numismatic Journal, Volume 12, 1992-93, pages
91-93. Meshorer wrote, “The building in
the inner circle of the reverse is hard to
identify due to the bad state of preservation of the coin, but from the dome on
its top, one may surmise that it is the
Moslem Dome of the Rock turned by the
Crusaders into a church (‘Templum Domini’).” He pointed out that Jerusalem
is spelt HIERVSALEM as on the seal of
Baldwin I, not IERVSALEM as on the
seals of Baldwin II and Baldwin III. He
therefore concluded that the coin was

Figure 13 – Billon denier of Amaury minted at Jerusalem. His Latin name AMALRICVS is on the obverse.
Malloy 27. (Pegasi Numismatics, Auction 35, Lot 869)

struck by Baldwin I and suggested that
it was to commemorate his coronation.
In Metcalf’s book the coin is described
as having the Dome of the Rock on the
reverse, but in the drawing of the coin
in Malloy’s book there is a cross on the
reverse. In the photo of the coin in Figure 9 the object on the reverse looks more

like the dome drawn in Figure 10. The
Dome of the Rock was built by the
caliph ‘Abd al-Malik in the 7th century,
but in the 12th century the Crusaders
and even the Muslims believed that this
building was Solomon’s Temple. The
Knights Templar were given part of the
Temple enclosure as their headquarters,

hence their name. On Baldwin’s coin he
wears a large crown and holds a small
cross, a very different scenario from the
crown of thorns that Jesus wore and his
heavy cross.
No more coins were minted in Jerusalem until the reign of Baldwin III
(1143-1163). His coins were billon den-

Figure 14 – The Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
(Wikimedia Commons. Photo by Montanabw.)

to begin rebuilding the church. A great
building program was carried out in
the 1140s probably by Melisende, the
daughter of Baldwin II, and this church
was dedicated in 1149. Subsequently
changes were made and what tourists see
today differs from what the Crusaders
saw. (Figure 14)
TRIPOLI
The last Crusader state to be established
was the county of Tripoli. The city was
captured in 1109 by Bertrand, the son
of the count of Toulouse. He introduced
billon deniers with a cross on the obverse
and the letters TAS in the centre of the
reverse. (Figure 15) TAS was simply
the end of the legend TRIPOLIS CIVITAS, which is Latin for ‘of the city of
Tripoli’.
It was not until the reign of Bertram’s
grandson Raymond II (1137-1152) that
coins were again issued. They were
bronze and had a cross on both sides,
but after the fall of Edessa in 1146 Raymond issued coins with a horse standing in front of a cross on the reverse.
(Figure 16) The type probably referred
to the European knights arriving with
their horses during the Second Crusade.
Nineteenth century scholars thought
that it was the Paschal Lamb, but more
recent finds have confirmed that it is a
horse. It is appropriate that a horse
should appear on these Crusader coins
because this obedient and long-suffering

iers with a cross on the obverse and the
Tower of David on the reverse. (Figure
11) The fortress was known by this
name but it was actually built during
the Maccabean period, much later than
the time of David. When the Romans
destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD only this
building and the western wall of the
Temple were standing, and they still
stand today. (Figure 12)
Baldwin III was succeeded by his

brother Amaury (1163-1174). He introduced a new type on the reverse: the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. (Figure
13) The church is shown with a peculiarly shaped roof, which it apparently
had at the time. The church that Constantine the Great built on the site
was burnt by the Persians in 614 but
restored about 625. This church was destroyed by the caliph al-Hakim in 1099,
but the Muslims allowed the Byzantines

Figure 15 – Billon denier of Bertrand minted at Tripoli.
Malloy 1. (Adolph E. Cahn Catalogue 75, Lot 1906)

Figure 16 – Bronze coin of Raymond II minted
at Tripoli. A cross on a staff is behind the horse.
Malloy 4. (Classical Numismatic Group, Electronic Auction 335, Lot 689)

Figure 17 – Bronze coin of Raymond II minted at Tripoli.
Malloy 8. (Classical Numismatic Group, Electronic Auction 283, Lot 457)

Figure 18 – Billon denier of Raymond III minted at Tripoli.
Malloy 9. (Classical Numismatic Group, Electronic Auction 313, Lot 537)

animal served the Crusaders well, even
being eaten on occasions.
Surprisingly, at the end of his reign
Raymond II issued a coin with his
name around a cross on the obverse,
and a star and crescent on the reverse.
(Figure 17) The star and crescent was
a symbol used by the Muslims. Apparently this Christian / Muslim coinage
was inspired by an alliance that Raymond had made with the Muslim
leader Nur-ed-Din to defeat a Christian
rival who was trying to oust him from
Tripoli.
Raymond II was succeeded by his son
Raymond III (1152-1187). He continued

to issue coins with the star and crescent, but about 1173 he introduced ‘star
deniers’ which have a cross on the obverse and an eight-pointed star on the
reverse. (Figure 18) It became known
as the Star of Tripoli and was widely
interpreted as the star that appeared
over Bethlehem at Christ’s birth.
Hopefully this brief outline of Crusader coinage will encourage collectors
to take an interest in this area of numismatics. Collectors of the coins have a
tangible connection with the people who
lived during that fascinating period in
world history.
✩ ✩ ✩

