PREFACE
by the Most Reverend Dr Phillip Aspinall
Archbishop of Brisbane
The building of St John’s Cathedral has been a great achievement. It is
unlikely that such a cathedral will ever be built elsewhere, and the people of
Brisbane should be very proud. It has been a tremendous effort by many
people for over a hundred years. But why did they do it? What is the purpose
of a cathedral? As well as a place of worship for the congregation, anyone
who enters should feel the presence of God. Of course, one can feel close to
God anywhere, but the builders of the cathedral made a special effort to
create a structure and a space that will communicate a sense of the holy. As
the cathedral is situated in the centre of the city, near the business district,
people are able to escape from their busy lives and experience being in a
sacred place if only briefly. Cathedrals have long been destinations for
pilgrims who travel long distances to reach them. Also when only a minority
of the population was literate, cathedrals had an educational function:
visitors could ‘read’ the Bible in the stained glass windows and in the stone
reliefs. In St John’s cathedral this educational tradition has been developed
in a novel way by having a collection of coins that relate to the whole history
of Christianity. The 110 coins on display have been selected from a much
larger, private collection and with the explanatory books visitors are able to
learn more of the Christian story. I hope you enjoy the display and I pray
that everyone who enters the cathedral will be inspired in some way.
********

FOREWORD
by the Very Reverend Dr Peter Catt
Dean of Brisbane
The building of St John’s Cathedral was completed in 2008, and 2009 is the 150th anniversary of
the establishment of the Colony of Queensland and the Diocese of Brisbane. The cathedral is the
last Gothic-style, stone cathedral to be built in the world and it belongs not only to the people of
Brisbane but to the world. It is therefore appropriate that we should reflect on the whole history
of Christianity, and what better way to do this than to contemplate the coins that might have been
held by Christians at various times over the last two thousand years!
The coins on display in the Cathedral and the explanatory books were donated by a person
who wishes to be anonymous. Some of the coins are rare and valuable, but all were selected
because of their ability to enhance our understanding of the history of Christianity. If history is
the way a culture views its past, one needs to be aware of the viewpoint of any writer of history.
Obviously an Italian Christian would write a significantly different account from that of a
Russian. Although the writer of this book has tried to be comprehensive within the limits of a
small book, the viewpoint is that of an Australian Anglican. It is also a personal one and in no
way reflects the official position of the Anglican Church of Australia. The proceeds from the sale
of the books will go to the Cathedral Fund.
The saying that history is the present, reminds us how important knowledge of history is for
us in the modern world. Unfortunately everyone today seems to be busy, with little time for
reflection, and therefore we hope that by seeing the coins and reading about them in this little
book people will gain some idea of Christian history in an easy and memorable way. But the
coins are more than just sources of information. Because they date from the sixth century B.C. to
the present, the people who were actually involved in the events of the past would have handled
them. Not only is it likely that first-century Christians would have handled some of them but it is
possible that Jesus himself might have touched them. According to Acts 19:12, anything that
came in contact with the Apostle Paul had miraculous powers, and although this might have been
only a psychological effect, it was a powerful one. Physical contact is important in the Anglican
Church because its bishops claim their authority by the principle of Apostolic Succession, the
successive laying on of hands from the Apostles in the first century. Something mystical may
occur when a person touches another or some particular object, and perhaps the coins on display
will enable all the Christians who have touched them to be somehow present in the Cathedral. In
any case when you look at each coin remember for a moment the people who might have held it:
a young knight who left his home in England to become a Crusader in the Holy Land; a slave in
ancient Rome who would be martyred for his Christian faith; a woman who witnessed a man
from Galilee carrying a cross through the streets of Jerusalem.
**********

THE CATHEDRAL COINS
in approximately chronological order
1. Lydia, c. 600 BC, electrum coin.
2. Athens, c. 420 BC, silver tetradrachm.
3. Persia, c. 400 BC, gold daric.
4. Alexander the Great, c. 323 BC, silver tetradrachm.
5. Seleukos I, 312-281 BC, silver double shekel.
6. Ptolemy II, 285-246 BC, bronze drachm.
7. Antiochos IV, 175-164 BC, silver tetradrachm.
8. Tyre, 120 BC, silver tetradrachm.
9. Alexander Jannaeus, 103-76 BC, bronze prutah.
10. Parthia: Orodes II, 57-38 BC, silver tetradrachm.
11. Mark Antony, 32 BC, silver denarius.
12. Cleopatra, 51-30 BC, bronze coin.
13. Antioch: Augustus, 27 BC-14 AD, silver tetradrachm.
14. Lystra: Augustus, 27 BC-14 AD, bronze coin.
15. Herod I, 40-4 BC, bronze 8-prutot coin.
16. Herod Archelaus, 4 BC-6 AD, bronze prutah.
17. Herod Antipas, 4 BC-40 AD, bronze coin.
18. Nabataea: Aretas IV, 9 BC-40 AD, bronze coin.
19. Judaea: Coponius, 6-9 AD, bronze prutah.
20. Judaea: Marcus Ambibulus, 9-12 AD, bronze prutah.
21. Judaea: Valerius Gratus, 16-26 AD, bronze prutah.
22. Tiberius, 14-37 AD, silver denarius.
23. Antioch: Tiberius, 14-37 AD, silver tetradrachm.
24. Antioch: Tiberius, 14-37 AD, silver tet. (35 AD).
25. Corinth: Tiberius, 14-37 AD, bronze coin.
26. Pontius Pilate, 26-36 AD, bronze prutah (year 16).
27. Pontius Pilate, 26-36 AD, bronze prutah (year 18).
28. Agrippa I, 41-44 AD, bronze coin.
29. Antonius Felix, 52-59 AD, bronze prutah.
30. Ephesus: Claudius, 41-54 AD, silver cistophorus.
31. Claudius, 41-54 AD, copper quadrans.
32. Nero, 54-68 AD, gold aureus.
33. Sepphoris, Agrippa II, 67 AD, bronze coin.
34. First Jewish Revolt, 66-70 AD, silver shekel.
35. Vespasian, 69-79 AD, silver denarius.
36. Vespasian, 69-79 AD, brass sestertius.
37. Titus, 79-81 AD, brass sestertius.
38. Pella, Domitian, 81-96 AD, bronze coin.
39. Domitian, 81-96 AD, bronze as.
40. Hadrian, 117-38 AD, brass dupondius.
41. Second Jewish Revolt, 132-35 AD, silver shekel.
42. Aelia Capitolina: Hadrian, 117-38 AD, bronze coin.
43. Ascalon: Antoninus Pius, 138-161 AD, bronze coin.
44. Marcus Aurelius, 161-80 AD, silver denarius.
45. Commodus, 177-92 AD, silver denarius.
46. Caracalla, 198-217 AD, bronze medallion.
47. Pisidian Antioch, Gordian III, 238-44 AD, bronze coin.
48. Trajan Decius, 249-251 AD, bronze sestertius.
49. Valerian, 253-60 AD, base silver antoninianus
50. Diocletian, 284-305 AD, bronze follis.
51. Constantine the Great, 307-37 AD, bronze follis.
52. Constantius II, 324-61 AD, bronze centenionalis.
53. Aksum, Ezanas, 330-60 AD, gold coin.
54. Magnentius, 350-53 AD, double centenionalis.
55. Julian II, 360-63 AD, bronze coin.

56. Valens, 364-78 AD, gold solidus.
57. Arcadius, 383-408 AD, bronze coin.
58. Marcian, 450-57 AD, gold solidus.
59. Justinian I, 527-65 AD, bronze follis.
60. Heraclius, 610-41 AD, gold solidus.
61. Justinian II, 1st reign 685-695 AD, gold solidus.
62. Justinian II, 2nd reign 705-711 AD, gold solidus.
63. Wigmund, Archbishop of York, 837-54 AD, sceat.
64. Charles the Bald, 843-77 AD, silver denier.
65. John I Tzimisces, 969-76 AD, silver miliaresion.
66. Edward the Confessor, 1042-66 AD, silver penny.
67. Constantine IX, 1042-55 AD, gold cup-shaped coin.
68. Henry II, 1154-89 AD, silver penny.
69. Amalric I, 1163-74 AD, silver denier.
70. Richard the Lionheart, 1189-99 AD, silver denier.
71. Latin Rulers, 1204-61 AD, bronze cup-shaped coin.
72. Pope John XXII, 1316-34 AD, silver gros tournois
73. Venice: Andrea Contarini, 1368-82 AD, silver grosso.
74. Rhodes: Robert de Juilly, 1374-77 AD, silver gigliato.
75. Henry VI, 1422-61 AD, silver groat.
76. Florence, 1459-1530 AD, silver grosso.
77. Spain: Ferdinand and Isabella, c. 1497 AD, gold coin.
78. Saxony: Frederick the Wise, c. 1517 AD, silver thaler.
79. Vienna, 1529, silver siege coin.
80. Henry VIII, 1509-47 AD, silver groat.
81. Edward VI, 1547-53 AD, silver shilling.
82. Philip and Mary, 1554-1558 AD, silver shilling.
83. Pope Paul IV, 1555-59 AD, silver giulio.
84. Elizabeth I, 1558-1603 AD, silver shilling.
85. Pope Gregory XIII, 1572-85 AD, lead seal (bulla).
86. James I, 1603-25 AD, gold unite.
87. Saxony: Johann Georg I, 1611-56 AD, silver thaler.
88. Commonwealth of England, 1649-60 AD, crown.
89. James II, 1685-88 AD, brass gun money, ½ crown.
90. Queen Anne, 1702-14 AD, silver crown.
91. Mexico: Philip V, 1700-46 AD, silver 8 reales.
92. George II, 1727-60 AD, silver ½ crown.
93. George III, 1760-1820 AD, silver crown.
94. France: Louis XVI, 1754-93 AD, silver 30 sols.
95. New South Wales, 1813 AD, 5 shillings (holey dollar).
96. New South Wales, 1813 AD, fifteen pence (dump).
97. Mexico: Charles IV, 1788-1808 AD, silver 8 reales.
98. Queen Victoria, 1837-1901 AD, silver florin.
99. Pope Pius IX, 1846-78 AD, gold 20 lira.
100. Brisbane, 1863 AD, antimony/lead Communion token.
101. Brisbane, 1864 AD, bronze penny token.
102. USA, 1908 AD, gold 20 dollars.
103. Australia, Edward VII, 1910 AD, silver florin.
104. Russia, Nicholas II, 1913 AD, silver rouble.
105. USSR, 1924 AD, silver rouble.
106. Philippines, 1925 AD, leper colony token.
107. Palestine, 1927 AD, silver 100 mils.
108. Poland: Lodz Ghetto, 1943 AD, aluminium token.
109. Israel, 1949 AD, silver 100 prutah.
110. Queensland: Elizabeth II, 2001 AD, 50 cents.

A History of Christianity in Coins

1. LYDIA 600 B.C.

Electrum one-third stater, c. 600 BC. 11x12 mms. OBVERSE: Head of roaring lion with
rays coming from a disc on its forehead. REVERSE: Double punch mark. MINT: Sardis.
REFERENCE: SG 3398.

A coin is a piece of metal of a standard size with some sort of mark on it to
indicate its official origin. Before coinage was invented in about 600 BC
people bartered goods or paid for them with irregular lumps of metal that
were weighed on a balance. The prophet Jeremiah, for example, weighed out
17 shekels of silver to buy a field, the shekel being a unit of weight. The
credit for the invention of coinage is usually given to the people of Lydia,
which was a kingdom in what is now western Turkey. The Greek historian,
Herodotus, wrote that the Lydians were the first to use coins of gold and
silver. But the first coins were of electrum, an alloy of gold and silver that
occurred naturally in the region, and although the Lydians were the first to
use coins of pure gold, the inventors of the electrum coins might have been
the Greeks who lived in the cities along the western coast of Turkey. The
first electrum coins were of a standard weight with a crude punch mark on
them. This mark soon began to show some sort of symbol indicating that the
value of the coin was guaranteed by the Lydian authorities. A lion’s head
appears on many of these early coins apparently because it was on the seal
of the king of Lydia. Thus each coin bears the seal of the king. The disc on
the lion’s forehead probably represents the sun, another royal symbol.
Initially coins may have been used to pay mercenaries because it would have

been convenient for them to go home with these small lumps of precious
metal. The coin on display comes from the earliest period of coinage before
the reign of the Lydian King Croesus (Kroisos). He subjugated the Greek
cities on the coast and introduced coins of pure gold. His wealth was
legendary. He reigned from 561 BC until he was defeated by King Cyrus of
Persia in 546 BC. Cyrus went on to capture Babylon and allow the exiled
Jews to return to Jerusalem. In Greek mythology Midas was a king who
loved gold so much that he wished that everything he touched would turn to
gold, but when his wish was granted he realized how foolish he had been
because even his food turned to gold. Saint Paul advises Timothy, “If we
have food and clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want
to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is
a root of all kinds of evil.” (1 Tim. 6:8-10) In the Gospels Jesus warns, “You
cannot serve God and wealth.” In the Gospel of Thomas, Jesus says that if
you have money, give it to someone from whom you won’t get it back!
**********

A History of Christianity in Coins

2. ATHENS 420 B.C.

Silver tetradrachm of Athens (c. 460-404 BC). 21 x 25 mms. OBV: Helmeted head of
Athena who has an ‘archaic smile’ and an eye not shown in profile. Three olive leaves
are in the helmet. REV: Owl. Three Greek letters to the right meaning A TH E (Athens).
Olive sprig and crescent moon to left. Countermark: Owl. MINT: Athens. REF: Kroll 8.

In Europe coins were first minted in silver about 550 BC on the
island of Aigina and then at Athens, which was supplied with silver
from mines at Laurion, 40 kms to the south-east. Athens soon
produced a distinctive type with Athena, the patron goddess, on
one side and her symbol, an owl, on the other. These coins were
commonly used in trade in the eastern Mediterranean for more than
200 years with the only obvious change being the shape of
Athena’s eye which was shown in profile after about 393 BC.
Athens dominated the area not only economically but culturally;
and although the Romans later controlled the whole of the
Mediterranean area Greek thinking continued to control the human
mind. The coin on display circulated during the lifetime of Plato
(429-347 BC) who lived in Athens and was perhaps the greatest
philosopher of all time. It is therefore appropriate that the coin
should feature Athena, the goddess of wisdom, and an owl, the

symbol of wisdom. As early as 600 BC Greek philosophers had
begun to think deeply about the nature of the world; and about 550
BC Heracleitos of Ephesus thought that the world was constantly
changing like a flowing river while behind it all was a rational
mind, which he called the Logos (Word). Plato had been a pupil of
Socrates who encouraged a questioning attitude to everything, and
Plato wondered if there might be an ultimate reality beyond the
material world. In his philosophy the real world is unseen, a world
of ‘ideas’ or ‘Forms’. These ‘Forms’ were later interpreted by
Christian thinkers as the creative thoughts of God, but for Plato the
spiritual realities that exist in this unseen world include the soul
and at the top, the Idea of the Good. Because the seen world is a
poor copy of the true world, matter can become a source of evil, a
theme that was important for later ‘gnostic’ thinkers who believed
that human beings need to know how to escape the material world
and return to their spiritual home. Early Christian thinkers were
profoundly influenced by Greek thought. Clement of Alexandria
(150-215 AD) sought to unite Christianity and Greek philosophy
by emphasizing that the Word of God had become incarnate in
Jesus, which corresponds to the opening statement in John’s
Gospel: ‘In the beginning was the Word . . . And the Word became
flesh.’ Clement’s pupil, Origen, was also influenced by Greek
thought, especially in regard to spiritual realities, and his teaching
that the Son was eternally generated by the Father, was later
incorporated into Christian doctrine. When Christians recite the
Creed and come to the phrase, ‘Eternally begotten of the Father’,
most do not know that its origin is Origen.
**********

A History of Christianity in Coins

3. PERSIA 400 B.C.

Gold daric, c. 400 BC. 15 mms diam. OBV: Persian king kneeling or running. He holds a
bow and arrow in his left hand and a spear in his right hand. REV: Crude punch-mark.
REF: Carradice Type IIIb, 27.

The Greeks called this coin a daric probably after the Persian king, Darius I
(521-486 BC), in whose reign they were first issued, although the word
might simply have been the Persian term for gold. When the Persian king
Cyrus conquered Lydia in 546 BC he allowed the Lydians to continue
minting their coins, but about 510 BC the Persian authorities issued the
daric, which was a gold coin bearing a representation of the Persian king
instead of the seal of the Lydian king. The main mint was at Sardis, the
capital of Lydia, which was now a province of the Persian Empire. Darics
circulated only in the western regions of this vast empire that extended from
the Aegean Sea to the Indus River and included Jerusalem. They are
mentioned a few times in the Old Testament. In 1 Chronicles 29:7 the
contributions for the building of Solomon’s Temple are listed and include ten
thousand darics. Because Solomon lived in the tenth century BC the author
of Chronicles has used the name of the coin anachronistically and must have
been writing after 510 BC. The author of Ezra 2:69 wrote, ‘According to
their resources they gave to the building fund sixty-one thousand darics of
gold.’ He was referring to the huge sum of money donated by the Jews for
rebuilding the temple destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC. There was
also a silver version of the daric called a siglos (a Greek word derived from

the Aramaic, shekel) and 20 sigloi were equal to a daric. Although these
coins circulated for 200 years the image of the king did not vary, which
suggests that it was the concept of monarchy that was revered rather than the
individual ruler. But the Persians contributed much more than the daric and
the siglos to the Jewish world at that time because their religion
(Zoroastrianism) had a profound and lasting influence that was later
incorporated into Christianity. In their religion there was a dualism between
good and evil. The highest principle, ‘Ahura Mazda’, was opposed by an
evil spirit, ‘Ahriman’, who contended for the souls of human beings.
Although some of the Greek philosophers, e.g. Pythagoras and Plato,
believed that human beings had souls, this was not the general world-view of
the Greeks and Romans nor of the Jews. They did not see a human being as
more than a living body. Moreover they perceived the gods or God in purely
anthropomorphic terms. The Jews equated evil with disobedience to God,
while the Greek gods were not really concerned with good and evil at all.
The idea of God as spirit and human beings having souls became important
in Christianity. Thus St Paul tells the Ephesians that their struggle is against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms; and Jesus warns, “Do not
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can
destroy both body and soul in hell.” (Matthew 10:28)

A History of Christianity in Coins

4. ALEXANDER THE GREAT

Silver tetradrachm, 323-320 BC. 21 x 28 mms. OBV: Head of Heracles wearing a lion’s
skin with its head as a headdress. REV: Zeus enthroned. He holds an eagle and a long
sceptre. The Greek inscription to the right means “of Alexander”. B (for Berytus) to left.
MINT: Berytus (Beirut). REF: Price 3406.

Alexander became the ruler of the Greek kingdom of Macedonia in 336 BC
when his father, Philip II, was murdered. In 334 BC he invaded the Persian
Empire, defeated the army of the Persian king Darius III at Issus in 333 BC,
and progressed down the coast towards Egypt. The Phoenician port cities of
Beirut and Sidon surrendered to him. The island city of Tyre resisted but was
taken in 332 BC after Alexander built a causeway out to it. In Egypt he
founded the city of Alexandria. Although he decisively defeated the Persians
in 331 BC at the battle of Gaugamela he was not satisfied and continued on
to India, but his army refused to go any further and after a difficult journey
across desert terrain he returned to Babylon where he died in 323 BC, aged
32. His vast realm was consolidated by settling Greek communities not only
in the ancient cities but in many new ones. Greeks settled in the Decapolis,
which was east of the Jordan River and visited by Jesus (Mark 7:31). After
Alexander’s death the empire was divided among his generals: Ptolemy
gained Egypt; Seleukos gained Syria, Babylonia and Persia; and Antigonos
established himself in what is now western Turkey. Although a great leader
and a brilliant general, Alexander was a cruel megalomaniac with
pretensions to divinity, but it is not his face that appears on his coins, it is

that of the mythical hero, Heracles, the legendary ancestor of Macedonian
royalty. Heracles wears a lion skin because in one of his adventures he killed
a marauding lion. On the reverse of Alexander’s coins, Zeus, the head of the
Greek pantheon, sits enthroned. His symbol, an eagle, perches on his hand.
These coins were produced in large numbers at many mints. They unified
the economy of the whole region and were produced for many years after
Alexander’s death. Although the coin types were the same the mint was
indicated by small symbols, letters or monograms. On the coin shown, the
letter B indicates that the mint was Berytus (modern Beirut). Because
ancient coins were hand struck the images are often off-centre, as on this
coin. The significance of Alexander’s achievement is that Greek (Hellenic)
culture was dispersed over an enormous area. This Hellenizing influence
affected even the Jews who were now subjects of Greek rulers. The Greeks
brought with them an amazing cultural heritage that included the questioning
attitude of Socrates, the philosophical insights of Plato and Aristotle, the
democratic ideals of the Greek city-state, the plays of Sophocles and
Euripides, the art of Pheidias and Praxiteles, and by no means least, the
rational approach of those Greek thinkers who were the forerunners of
modern science. Alexander the Great ushered in the Hellenistic age and the
world was changed for ever.
**********

A History of Christianity in Coins

5. SELEUKOS I

Silver double shekel, c. 300 BC. 22 mms diam. OBV: Baal enthroned with sceptre in
right hand. REV: Lion walking to the left. Anchor above and crab below. MINT:
Babylon. REF: Houghton 88.4.

In 331 BC Mazaeus, the Persian governor of Babylon, surrendered the city
to Alexander the Great, who planned to rebuild its ziggurat (the Tower of
Babel) and make it the capital of his empire. Alexander reappointed
Mazaeus, who issued a distinctive series of silver coins with Baal on one
side and a lion on the other. The lion had been a symbol of Babylon for
centuries and 120 brick lions, walking as on the coin, lined the Processional
Way. On the earliest of these coins the Aramaic word ‘Mazdai’ (Mazaeus)
occurs above the lion, and on the other side the Aramaic word ‘Baaltarz’
(Lord of Tarsus) occurs above the seated figure. Previously Mazaeus had
been the Persian governor of Tarsus, and the coins of that city since the
governorship of Pharnabazus (379-374 BC) had shown the seated figure of
Baaltarz. This image might have been drawn from the actual idol of the god
in his temple at Tarsus. Many of the inhabitants of Tarsus were of Greek
origin and they would have equated this god with Zeus. The Zeus on
Alexander’s tetradrachms was probably copied from the image on these
coins of Tarsus. Perhaps Baaltarz was chosen to feature on the Babylonian
coins because he would have been recognized by the Greeks as well as by
many of the Persians. Seleukos (Latin: Seleucus), one of Alexander’s Greek
generals, became governor of Babylon in 321 BC but he was driven from the

city by Antigonos in 315 BC and fled to Egypt. He returned in 312 BC and
founded Seleucia on the Tigris as his new capital. In 301 BC he defeated
Antigonos and extended his kingdom to the Mediterranean coast. In 300 BC
he founded Antioch on the Orontes and made it his western capital. Its
harbour near the river’s mouth was called Seleucia in Pieria. Antioch
became one of the great cities of the ancient world and an important centre
for early Christianity. Babylon continued to issue the Baal / lion coins but
with the addition of various symbols. The anchor and crab on the coin
displayed might have been meant to celebrate the extension of Seleukos’
kingdom to the coast, although ships could sail up the Euphrates and Tigris
rivers and no doubt crabs occurred in those rivers. Being superseded by
other cities Babylon began to decline although the Seleucid kings did build a
Greek theatre there and restore the temple of Marduk, who was probably
equated with the Baal on the coin. It had once been the great capital of
Nebuchadnezzar where the Jewish exiles lamented, “By the waters of
Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion.” (Psalm 137:1) All
that remained of Babylon was a mound of mud bricks until Saddam Hussein
began to build a replica of the city on the site, which is 85 kms south of
Baghdad. In the New Testament an angel announces, “Fallen is Babylon the
great! She made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.” (Rev. 14:8)
**********
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6. PTOLEMY II

Bronze drachm of Ptolemy II, king of Egypt (285-246 BC). 42 mms diam. OBV: Head
of Zeus-Ammon. REV: Two eagles standing on thunderbolts. The Greek letter, theta, is
between the legs of the left eagle. Greek inscription meaning “of King Ptolemy”. MINT:
Alexandria. REF: SG 7783.

This coin was minted at Alexandria during the reign of Ptolemy II. He was
the son of Ptolemy I, who had been one of Alexander’s generals. After
Alexander’s death Ptolemy I ruled Egypt and established Alexandria as his
capital. During the reign of Ptolemy II Alexandria became the largest city in
the known world, with a population of about half a million, and there were at
least 100,000 Jews living in the Jewish quarter of the city. Jerusalem
remained under Ptolemaic control until 200 BC when Judaea was annexed
by the Seleucid ruler, Antiochus III. Like his father, Ptolemy II promoted
Greek culture, and during this century Hellenistic influence on Judaea must
have been considerable. Ptolemy II lavished his wealth on Alexandria where
the museum and library enabled Greek scholarship to flourish. During his
reign the Hebrew scriptures were translated into Greek and 72 scholars were
engaged in the translation that became known as the Septuagint (70). The
writers of the New Testament tended to use it when they quoted from the
Jewish scriptures. Ptolemy promoted the integration of Greek and Egyptian
religion, and on this coin the god Zeus-Ammon has the features of Zeus and
the horns of a ram. Zeus was the chief of the Greek gods and he was married
to his sister, Hera. Ammon, known to the Egyptians as Amun, was an

important god in Egyptian religion and he was often portrayed as a ram. The
symbol of Zeus was an eagle, and two of them appear on the reverse of the
coin. This pair of eagles might refer to Ptolemy II and Arsinoe, who was his
sister and wife. Greek society was shocked by this incestuous marriage, but
in 272 BC Ptolemy deified himself and Arsinoe, and the couple were known
as the brother-and-sister gods. Ptolemy’s long, prosperous reign coincided
with the apex of Hellenistic civilization although Hellenism continued to be
influential for several more centuries. Christianity was probably influenced
by Egyptian culture because the Egyptians believed in life after death and in
the separation of body and soul. In Egyptian religion, as well as the worship
of Amun and Ra (the sun god), there was a system that focused on Isis and
her husband, Osiris, and their son, Horus. Some scholars have compared this
divine family with the Christian Trinity, but such comparisons are
inconsequential when the uniqueness of the revelation of God in Jesus Christ
is considered. In order to present this revelation in its fullness Christianity
was open to cultural influences from surrounding civilizations.
**********

A History of Christianity in Coins

7. ANTIOCHOS IV

Silver tetradrachm of Antiochos IV (175-164 BC). 28 x 30 mms. OBV: Head of
Antiochos IV. REV: Zeus enthroned. The goddess Victory stands on his right hand and
holds up a wreath. The Greek inscription means “of King Antiochos, god manifest”.
MINT: Antioch on the Orontes River. (This coin was minted during the period 169 to 167
BC.) REF: Houghton 1396.

Antiochos IV was an interesting person. He was the third son of Antiochos
III who had been a vigorous ruler of the Seleucid kingdom of Syria. After
defeating the Egyptians in 200 BC Antiochos III annexed Judaea, but in 190
BC he was defeated by the Romans at Magnesia in western Anatolia. As part
of the subsequent treaty the young Antiochos was taken as a hostage to
Rome, but on his release in 175 BC he took over the kingdom from his
nephew who was only a child. His goal was to promote Greek culture
everywhere and on the initiative of the Jewish high priest, Jerusalem was
granted the status of a Greek city-state (polis) and given the name ‘Antioch
in Judaea’. A gymnasium was built in the city and Greek culture was
promoted there. On hearing that the Egyptians were planning to regain
Judaea, Antiochos IV invaded Egypt. On his way back in 167 BC he was
angered by the factional fighting in Jerusalem and stormed the city. He
enforced its Hellenization, and Mosaic Law was abrogated. Circumcision
and the keeping of the Sabbath were prohibited. The Temple was rededicated
to Zeus Olympios and an idol of the god was set up with an altar for pagan
sacrifices. This is referred to in the book of Daniel as ‘the abomination that

causes desolation’ (Daniel 11:31), and on the reverse of the coin displayed
we see what this ‘abomination’ might have looked like. This image is
considered to be a close copy of the famous statue of Zeus that stood in the
temple at Olympia, where the Olympic Games were held. That idol had been
made in the 5th century BC by Pheidias, one of the greatest of the Greek
sculptors. Antiochos identified himself with Zeus and assumed the title, ‘god
manifest’, which occurs on the reverse of the coin. In Daniel 11:21, however,
he is described as ‘a contemptible person’. Not unexpectedly there was a
revolt of the Jews in 166 BC. It was led by Judas Maccabeus and their
struggle is recorded in the first and second books of Maccabees, which are
included in the canon of scriptures of the Roman Catholic Church but not of
the Anglican Church. For Anglicans they are included in the Apocrypha
(hidden things), a group of books that are considered useful for private study
but not to be used to establish doctrine. The Jews were eventually successful
in their struggle and in 163 BC gained religious liberty, although it was not
until 142 BC that Judaea became a free and sovereign state. Then the Syrian
garrison was removed and tribute no longer paid. When campaigning in the
east Antiochos became ill and died in 164 BC. A handsome, intelligent man,
his enthusiasm for Hellenism caused a significant change in the course of
history.
**********
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8. TYRE

Silver tetradrachm of Tyre, 120 BC. 28 mms diameter. OBV: Laureate head of Heracles
(Hercules). REV: An eagle stands on a ship’s prow. A palm branch is under the eagle’s
right wing. A club (symbol of Heracles) and LZ (year 7) are on the left. A monogram of
M and Y is on the right. Between the legs of the eagle is the Phoenician letter for A,
indicating that the coin was minted in the first half of the year. The Greek inscription
means “of Tyre, holy and [city] of refuge”. MINT: Tyre. REF: SG 5918.

These Tyrian tetradrachms and didrachms were used by the Jews to pay the
Temple tax. They were issued regularly from 126 BC, when the city became
autonomous, to the beginning of the First Jewish Revolt in 66 AD. They
changed very little over this period. On one side was Heracles, the Greek
hero who was the son of Zeus and a mortal woman. He was the lord of the
city (Melqart) and there was a large temple to him in Tyre. On the other side
of the coin was an eagle, the symbol of Zeus. Despite these pagan images
the coins were acceptable to the Jewish priests probably because they were
almost pure silver. Because they had a lot of them the 30 silver coins that the
priests paid to Judas Iscariot were probably Tyrian tetradrachms. According
to Exodus 30:13 every male Jew over 19 years of age was required to pay
half a shekel (equivalent to a didrachm, which was half a tetradrachm).
Originally the shekel was a weight of silver but when coins came into use
the term was applied to the largest silver coin. Matthew 17: 24-27 relates
how Jesus and Peter paid their temple tax with a tetradrachm that Peter
found in a fish’s mouth. Some commentators think that Jesus simply meant
that they would earn the money by fishing. Others list this incident as one of

Jesus’ miracles. Actually Jesus did not need miracles in order to demonstrate
his authority. His person and teaching would have been enough without
resorting to wonder-working, which in a way is a type of mental violence: it
forces people to believe in whoever has performed the miracle. Jesus himself
was aware of this and was reluctant to perform miracles. The miracle of the
coin in the fish’s mouth was a private matter. Similarly, modern Christians
are reluctant to emphasize Jesus’ miracles. Although recounting them might
have been popular in an age of ignorance and superstition, in the present age
they can be a serious obstacle to faith. Miracles of this type are peripheral to
what Christianity is about, and Paul stressed this in his letter to the
Corinthians: ‘Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom,
but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles.’(1 Cor. 1:22,23) That God can perform miracles, in the sense of
over-riding the laws of Nature, is not in dispute (Otherwise those laws would
be above God) and His greatest miracle is the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Rather than preach about Jesus’ miracles Paul marveled at the power of God
that was at work in those who believe. According to Paul this power is the
same as that which raised Christ from death. (Ephesians 1:20)
**********
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9. ALEXANDER JANNAEUS

Bronze prutah of Alexander Jannaeus, 103-76 BC. 13 x 15mms. OBV: Anchor in circle.
Inside the circle, near the points of the anchor, are the letters L KE (year 25). L was a
sign for ‘year’. The surrounding Greek inscription means “of King Alexander”. REV:
Star in circle. The surrounding Aramaic inscription means “The King Aleksandros, year
25 ( = 80/79 BC).” MINT: Jerusalem. REF: Hendin 1152.

Alexander Jannaeus was the great-nephew of Judas Maccabeus who had led
the Jewish revolt against the Seleucid kings of Syria. Actually it was Judas’
father, Mattathias, who started the revolt in 166 BC when he killed a fellow
Jew who had stepped forward to offer sacrifice at a pagan altar set up in their
village by command of the king, Antiochus IV. Mattathias fled to the hills
and directed his son, Judas (Judah), to be the military leader and his other
son, Simon, to be the political leader. Judas was called ‘Maccabee’ perhaps
because the word meant ‘a hammer’, although another explanation is that it
was an acronym of “Who is like unto Thee, O Lord, among the mighty?”
(Exodus 15:11), which was their war cry. He led a guerilla war that was
successful in 164 BC when Jerusalem was captured and the Temple
rededicated. But it was not till 142 BC that the Jews became truly
independent, with Simon as their leader. His son, John Hyrcanus I,
succeeded him and assumed the position of high priest. He was the first to

issue coins. They were small bronze coins mostly with a Hebrew inscription
on one side and crossed cornucopias on the other. A cornucopia (goat horn)
was used as a vessel and when filled with fruit and grain it was a symbol of
abundance (a horn of plenty). It had appeared on Egyptian and Syrian coins
and had entered Jewish culture through Hellenistic influence. Hyrcanus was
succeeded in 104 BC by his son, Judah Aristobulus I, who reigned for only
one year. On his death his brother, Alexander Jannaeus, became king and
high priest. He was a vigorous ruler who extended his realm to include much
of the Palestinian coast. The anchor on his coins probably celebrates this
fact. The star on his coins may allude to the prophecy in Numbers 24:17,
that a star shall come out of Jacob. Alexander must have considered himself
to be that star. On his coins, for the first time, the title ‘king’ appears. On this
coin it is written in Greek and Aramaic, which was the language of the
people, but there are similar coins of Alexander Jannaeus without a date that
have Hebrew instead of Aramaic. Being a king Alexander began to live in
the grandiose style of a Seleucid monarch and became unpopular with the
people, particularly with the Pharisees. Civil war broke out in 95 BC and the
king crushed those who opposed him, with much loss of life. He died in 76
BC from heavy drinking. His coins were all of low denominations and were
issued for many years after his death, although probably not after 37 BC
when Herod the Great came to power. The “widow’s mites”, the two small
coins put in the Temple treasury by the poor widow (Mark 12: 42 and Luke
21:2) might have been Alexander’s coins but they might also have been the
small coins issued by the Roman governors of Judaea. In the gospels the
Greek word “lepton”, which is translated in the King James Version as
“mite”, simply means “small”. According to the Academy for the Hebrew
Language the Hebrew word “prutah”, which is the name given to the coin on
display, should be spelt “pruta”.
**********
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10. PARTHIA: ORODES II

Silver tetradrachm of Orodes II (57-38 BC). 30 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Orodes. The
‘royal wart’ can be seen just below the diadem. It was a hereditary lesion on the forehead
used to establish membership of the Arsakid family. REV: Orodes sits enthroned and
receives a palm branch from Tyche (Fortuna) who holds a long sceptre. Around them, as
on all Parthian coins, there is a Greek inscription in a square pattern. Above: “of the king
of kings”. Right: “of Arsakos, benefactor”. Left: “illustrious, fond of the Greeks”. Below:
“righteous” – read from above, and XAN for XANDIKOU (the month of March). The
monogram (X on T) = Seleucia on the Tigris. MINT: Seleucia on the Tigris. REF:
Sellwood 46.4.
.

The Parthian Empire developed in the regions east of Syria as Seleucid
control decreased. The origins of the Parthians are unclear, but they were
probably a tribe east of the Caspian Sea. Their leader, Arsakes, established a
kingdom in 238 BC, but it was during the reign of Mithradates I (171-138
BC) that the kingdom expanded to become a world power. It extended from
the Euphrates to the Indus River. As the caravans from China and India
passed through this area the Parthians prospered, but hostilities with Syria
continued on and off. In 57 BC the Parthian king was murdered by his two
sons, but afterwards the brothers quarreled. Orodes prevailed and executed
his brother. In 53 BC Orodes won a historic victory over the Roman legions
at Carrhae in northern Mesopotamia. In 40 BC a Parthian invasion force
occupied almost all of Syria and Asia Minor. With Jewish assistance the
Parthians conquered Judaea and entered Jerusalem. By 38 BC, however, the

Parthians had to retreat across the Euphrates. On the coin the epithet, ‘fond
of Greeks’, seems ironic but Greek culture was much admired in the area
although essentially the nations to the east of Syria retained their Middle
Eastern character down to modern times. The title, ‘king of kings’, which the
Parthian kings claimed, is given to Jesus in the book of Revelation (Rev.
19:16). About 220 AD Ardashir, the vassal king of Persis in south-west Iran,
began a rebellion that led to the overthrow of the Parthians. He was the
grandson of Sasan, whose name was given to the dynasty. Unlike the
Parthians the Sasanians were native to Iran and their aim was a restoration of
strict Zoroastrianism. The Parthians did not emphasize any particular
religion and towards the end of their rule, Mani, a Parthian nobleman,
founded a new religion, Manichaeism. It was syncretistic and involved
aspects of Zoroastrianism and Christianity, especially Gnosticism. It was
spread westward by merchants, but the Manichaeans were persecuted by
Christian rulers. Augustine of Hippo, an important Christian theologian, was
a Manichaean before his baptism in 387 AD. Much of the energy of early
Christianity that spread eastward from Judaea and Syria was absorbed into
Manichaeism. Also with the advent of the Sasanian Empire in the 3rd century
Christianity came up against a resurgent Zoroastrianism as it attempted to
spread eastward. The Sasanian Empire existed for 500 years until the rise of
Islam in the 7th century.
**********
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11. MARK ANTONY

Silver denarius issued by Mark Antony at Athens in 32 BC. 18 mms diam. OBV: Head of
Mark Antony. Latin inscription: ANTON AVG IMP III [COS DES III IIIV RPC]
(Antony, Augur, Commander for the 3rd time, Consul Designate for the 3rd time, Triumvir
Rei Publicae Constituendae = member of the 3-man committee for the management of
the state). REV: Latin inscription in 2 lines: [M.] SILANVS AVG / [Q.] PRO.COS
(Marcus Silanus, Augur / Quaestor of the Proconsul). MINT: Athens. REF: Sear, Vol. I,
1477.

Mark Antony was an important figure in Roman history. Rome had become
a republic in about 500 BC when the last of its kings was expelled. Under
the republic power was exercised by two consuls who were elected annually
by an assembly of the people. They were advised by a council of elders, the
Senate. This system remained more or less intact during the whole period of
Roman expansion. In 66 BC a Roman general, Pompey, was given authority
to campaign in the east. He defeated the aggressive King Mithridates VI of
Pontus and organized the whole area, including Syria, under Roman control.
Pompey was eventually opposed by another powerful Roman general, Julius
Caesar, who had campaigned successfully in Gaul, and in 48 BC Caesar
defeated Pompey at Pharsalus in Greece. He then began to rule as a dictator
and was assassinated in 44 BC. Mark Antony had supported Caesar, and
with Octavian (Caesar’s heir) and Lepidus (a Roman general) he formed a
triumvirate (rule by 3 men). While Lepidus kept order in Italy Antony and
Octavian defeated the chief assassins, Brutus and Cassius, at Philippi in

northern Greece in 42 BC. Antony then took control of the eastern
provinces. Octavian controlled Italy and the western provinces. Although its
structure remained in place, in effect the Roman Republic was finished, but
there was antipathy between Antony and Octavian, and an attempt was made
to repair the relationship in 40 BC when Antony went to Italy and married
Octavian’s sister, Octavia. At this time the Parthians were invading Syria,
and Herod, whom Antony had appointed tetrarch (ruler) of Judaea in 41 BC,
fled to Rome where in 40 BC he was appointed king of Judaea by the Senate
and with Octavian’s approval. But it was not till 38 BC that Ventidius, one of
Antony’s generals, won a decisive battle against the Parthians, and with
Roman help Herod was able to establish himself at Jerusalem in 37 BC.
Antony reorganized the eastern provinces and conquered Armenia in 34 BC.
On the coin issued in 32 BC Antony’s titles are listed. He was a member of
the Roman college of augurs, who were diviners able to discern the will of
the gods. The abbreviation AVG for augur should not be confused with AVG
for ‘Augustus’, a title that was awarded to Octavian in 27 BC. Antony was
also imperator (commander) of Roman legions. On the reverse the name, M.
Silanus, appears. He was an augur and the quaestor (Roman magistrate) for a
proconsul (Roman governor). He was the step-brother of Brutus, who was
defeated at Philippi, but he later joined Antony in the east.
**********
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12. CLEOPATRA

Bronze coin of Cleopatra VII, Queen of Egypt (51-30 BC). 26 mms diam. OBV: Head of
Cleopatra. Her hair is elaborately styled with a bun at the back and she wears a diadem
tied by a ribbon which can be seen behind her neck. REV: An eagle stands on a
thunderbolt. To the left is a double cornucopia and to the right is the Greek numeral letter
for 80, indicating that the coin is worth 80 bronze drachms. The Greek inscription means
“of Queen Cleopatra”. Most of the inscription is not visible on this coin. MINT:
Alexandria. REF: SG 7955.

Cleopatra was the daughter of Ptolemy XII. She was of Greek descent and
Hellenistic in outlook. Hence the eagle, symbol of Zeus, on the reverse of
her coin. When her father died in 51 BC she became co-ruler with her
brother, Ptolemy XIII, but civil war broke out and Julius Caesar supported
her against her brother, who was killed in 47 BC. Caesar had a sexual
relationship with Cleopatra and a son, Caesarion, resulted. She and
Caesarion moved to Rome where Caesar installed them in a villa, but after
his assassination in 44 BC she returned to Alexandria. She was very
ambitious and when Mark Antony summoned her to Tarsus after he had
defeated Caesar’s assassins at the battle of Philippi she saw it as an
opportunity to influence another powerful Roman. Antony succumbed to her
charms and they lived together in Alexandria. In 40 BC in order to promote
an alliance with Octavian Antony went to Rome and married Octavian’s
sister, but when he realized that he could never come to terms with Octavian
he returned to Egypt and married Cleopatra. Octavian was insulted and civil

war ensued. Cleopatra wished to enlarge her kingdom and she persuaded
Antony to give her parts of Syria and even the rich, balsam groves of Jericho
in the kingdom of Herod I. Herod pretended to be pleased when she made a
tour of her new territories. In 32 BC she and Antony were in Greece, but
they were defeated by Octavian in the naval battle of Actium in 31 BC. They
retreated to Alexandria, but pursued by Octavian they committed suicide in
30 BC. The portrait of Cleopatra on the coin shown is similar to that on all
her coins. She has a prominent nose and is not beautiful. It was her bright,
charming personality, her intelligence and her self-confidence that made her
attractive to powerful men. According to the Roman historian Dio Cassius,
“She captivated the two greatest Romans of her day, and because of the third
she destroyed herself.” Cleopatra was a woman who influenced the course of
history, but instead of creating a great empire she was the last member of the
Ptolemaic dynasty to rule in Egypt. Plutarch (c. 100 AD) wrote that when
Octavian’s men came to seize her in Alexandria, “on opening the doors they
saw her stone dead, lying upon a bed of gold, set out in all her royal
ornaments.” Apparently she had died from the bite of an asp, the symbol of
divine royalty. She was an amazing woman, and the environment for the rise
of Christianity would have been different if she and Antony had won the
battle of Actium.
**********
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13. ANTIOCH: AUGUSTUS

Silver tetradrachm of Augustus (27 BC - 14 AD), issued at Antioch. 26 mms diam.
OBV: Head of Augustus. The Greek inscription means “of Caesar Augustus”. REV:
Tyche, the city goddess, sits on a rock and holds a palm branch. The river god, Orontes,
swims at her feet. The Greek inscription means ‘of the year of victory 26’. The date is 5
BC because the years were counted from the battle of Actium in 31 BC. MINT: Antioch
on the Orontes (modern Antakya in south-easternTurkey). REF: RPC I 4151.

Augustus was the first Roman emperor. His name was Gaius Octavius. He
was the son of the niece of Julius Caesar and when adopted by him he took
the name Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus. Contemporaries called him
Caesar, which later became a title of the Roman rulers. Modern writers refer
to him as Octavian. He was careful to follow Republican precedents and did
not claim to be king, but in 27 BC the Senate awarded him the title
‘Augustus’, which was also used by later rulers and was related to the
religious term ‘augur’. It referred to the ‘blessed’ nature of Octavian’s
person. In 2 BC he was awarded the title, ‘Father of the Nation’. His career
had risen steadily after Caesar’s assassination when he joined Mark Antony
to defeat the assassins. Antony later formed a personal alliance with
Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt, but Octavian defeated them at Actium in 31 BC.
Octavian was then master of the Roman world. His empire expanded to the
Danube frontier and to include Spain. He was an able administrator and his
long reign brought peace and stability to the whole region. Without this ‘Pax

Romana’, which allowed free travel and communication, Christianity could
not have spread in the way it did. Moreover Greco-Roman culture pervaded
the whole empire and the Greek language, in which the New Testament was
written, was its ‘lingua franca’. Augustus was succeeded by Tiberius, who
was the son of his third wife, Livia. Tiberius had been a successful general
and although maligned by later Christian writers because Jesus had been
crucified during his reign he was an able administrator like his step-father.
Both Tiberius and Augustus are mentioned in the New Testament, Tiberius in
Luke 3:1 when John the Baptist began to preach a baptism of repentance,
and Augustus in Luke 2:1 when he decreed that a census should be taken. In
Luke 2:1 the original text has the words, “of Caesar Augustus”, in Greek
letters, which are exactly the same letters as on the coin shown. Luke knew
the emperor’s title from his coins. Jesus was probably born in 5 BC when
this coin was minted in Antioch, the administrative centre of the Roman
province of Syria. It is unlikely that it circulated in Jewish areas like Judaea
and Galilee because it bore the emperor’s image and such images were
forbidden by the Jewish law. Moreover, on the reverse there was the image
of the city goddess, which had been copied from the bronze statue that stood
in a shrine in the city. It had been made by the Greek sculptor, Eutychides of
Sicyon, in about 300 BC. There is a copy in the Vatican Museum.
**********
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14. LYSTRA: AUGUSTUS

Bronze coin of Augustus (27 BC-14 AD), issued at Lystra between 5 BC and 14 AD. 27
mms diam. OBV: Head of Augustus wearing a crown of laurel leaves. Latin inscription:
IMPE AVGVSTI (of Imperator Augustus). ‘Imperator’ at this time meant ‘commander’.
The English word ‘emperor’ is derived from it. In the inscription S is retrograde. REV:
Official ploughing with 2 oxen. Latin inscription: COL IVL FEL GEM LVSTRA (Lystra,
the twin, blessed, Julian Colony). MINT: Lystra in Lycaonia. REF: RPC I 3539.

Lystra was a small, out-of-the way town in a beautiful valley 30 kilometres
south-south-west of Iconium (modern Konya in Turkey). It was in the southeastern part of the Roman province of Galatia, although the old tribal area of
Galatia lay further to the north. On their first missionary journey Paul and
Barnabas would have crossed a mountain range to reach it, and it has been
suggested that it was not originally on Paul’s itinerary because it was an
unimportant agricultural town. But it was a Roman colony and as Paul
possessed Roman citizenship he probably saw it as a place of refuge from
the turmoil that his preaching had caused. Augustus had made it a Roman
colony as a twin to Pisidian Antioch, hence the word GEM (Gemina = twin)
on the coin’s reverse, which shows the foundation ceremony for a Roman
colony: a Roman official or priest ploughing the boundary line of the colony
with a pair of oxen. The visit of Paul and Barnabas to Lystra in 48 AD is
described in Acts 14:8-20, but it was a very different experience from what
they expected. In fact Paul was lucky to escape with his life. When Paul
healed a cripple man the crowd shouted out in their native, Lycaonian

language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!” They thought
that Paul and Barnabas were Hermes and Zeus; and the priest of Zeus,
whose temple was nearby, brought bulls and wreaths. The crowd wanted to
offer sacrifices to Paul and Barnabas, but when they insisted that they were
only human the crowd turned nasty and stoned Paul until they thought he
was dead. It is therefore appropriate that this first coin of Lystra should show
oxen. Today Lystra is a lonely site marked only by a grassy hill. Virtually the
only remnants of this once flourishing town are its coins, which are rare
today. Actually for this particular coin, which is listed in RPC as 3539, the
authors could find only one example in the major museums of the world.
Several of the towns visited by Paul on his missionary journeys are now
desolate places, marked only by scattered stone ruins. The site of Derbe,
where Paul and Barnabas went when they fled from Lystra, was unknown
until 1956 when a stone inscription was found on an isolated mound southeast of Konya. But in all these towns coins were passed from hand to hand in
the course of the everyday activities of their inhabitants and being of metal
they were able to withstand the ravages of time to provide tangible evidence
of that exciting time when the gospel was first being preached.
**********
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15. HEROD I

Bronze, 8-prutot coin of Herod the Great (40-4 BC). 22 mms diam. OBV: Bowl on a
tripod. The two letters on the left mean ‘year 3’. There is a monogram of T and P to the
right. The Greek inscription means “of King Herod”. REV: Military helmet with cheek
pieces and straps. Star above, between palm branches. MINT: Jerusalem. REF: Hendin
1169.

Herod I was the son of Antipater, an Idumean chief who had converted to
Judaism. Antipater had been the power behind John Hyrcanus II, the son of
Alexander Jannaeus. After defeating Pompey in 48 BC Julius Caesar
confirmed Hyrcanus as high priest and appointed Antipater administrator of
Judaea. Antipater then appointed Herod governor of Galilee. Antipater was
murdered in 43 BC and in 41 BC the Roman general, Mark Antony,
appointed Herod tetrarch (ruler) of Judaea. When the Parthians invaded
Judaea in 40 BC Herod went to Rome where the Senate designated him King
of the Jews, but Jerusalem was not under his control until 37 BC. Although
he had converted to Judaism many Jews opposed him, especially the
Pharisees, because his father was Idumaean and he was a friend of the
Romans, but he ruthlessly suppressed any opposition. To strengthen his
position he married Mariamne, grand-daughter of Hyrcanus, but later he had
her and her mother executed. In 31 BC when Octavian, the grand-nephew of
Julius Caesar, defeated Mark Antony in the Battle of Actium Herod went to
Octavian to profess his loyalty, and Octavian confirmed his position as king

of Judaea. Herod promoted Greco-Roman culture. Theatres and
hippodromes were built, and his sons by Mariamne, Alexander and
Aristobulus, were sent to Rome for their education. Towards the end of his
life he had them executed as well as his only son by his first wife, Doris. The
harbour-city that he built was called Caesarea in honour of Octavian
(Augustus). Herod built a temple to Rome and Augustus in Caesarea. But his
greatest achievement was the construction of the Temple in Jerusalem. It was
begun in 20 BC but not completed till 63 AD, long after his death in 4 BC.
Jesus was probably born in 5 BC because in Matthew’s gospel the wise men
enquire where the king of the Jews has been born and Herod orders that all
the infants in Bethlehem be killed. The soldiers who carried out Herod’s
orders might have worn helmets like the one on the coin. Herod was careful
not to offend the Jews by putting images of himself or other persons on his
coins, in keeping with the Second Commandment, although the significance
of the tripod is unknown. Some scholars consider that the ‘helmet’ is
actually a cap of the Dioscuri (twin sons of Zeus) that has been placed on a
couch. The date (year 3) is probably to be counted from 40 BC. The
monogram of T and P (Greek R) might mean ‘tetrarch’ because Mark
Antony had given him that title. Herod’s character seems most unpleasant,
but he was not very different from other kings of the time, and the country
prospered during his long reign.
**********
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16. HEROD ARCHELAUS

Bronze prutah of Herod Archelaus (4 BC - 6 AD). 17 mms diam. OBV: Bunch of grapes
on vine with leaf. The Greek inscription (unclear) above means “of Herod”. REV:
Crested helmet. The Greek inscription below means “of Ethnarch”. Small caduceus
(Mercury’s wand) to left. MINT: Jerusalem. REF: Hendin 1196.

Archelaus was the son of Herod I and Malthrace, his fourth wife, who was a
Samaritan. His younger brother was Herod Antipas. His rule began badly
because at the Passover he ordered his soldiers to subdue the unruly crowds
and 3000 were killed. On the coin there is a soldier’s helmet but it is a fancy
one with long plumes and it must have belonged to a high-ranking officer,
perhaps Archelaus himself. He could not claim the title of king because
Herod’s will had to be ratified by the Roman emperor, Augustus; and Herod
wrote six wills. In the last, written only 5 days before he died, he named
Archelaus as his successor but in the fifth he had named Antipas. After the
Passover they both left for Rome where Antipas argued that Herod was not
of sound mind in the days before his death. Meanwhile a revolt broke out in
Jerusalem which took the Romans two months to suppress and resulted in a
Jewish delegation going to Rome to plead for an end to Herodian rule and
for Judaea to be annexed to the Roman province of Syria. Augustus worked
out a compromise whereby Archelaus became ethnarch of Judaea, Antipas
became tetrarch of Galilee and Peraea, and their half-brother Philip became
tetrarch of the territories north-east of the Sea of Galilee. When Archelaus
returned he was cruel and tyrannical. Joseph and Mary with the infant Jesus

were afraid to go to Judaea and went to live at Nazareth in Galilee. A
delegation of Jews and Samaritans went to Augustus to complain about
Archelaus’ brutality. He was banished to Gaul, and Judaea was reduced to a
Roman prefecture annexed to Syria. One of Jesus’ parables refers in part to
Archelaus: ‘A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal power for
himself and then return.’ (Luke 19:12) ‘But the citizens of his country hated
him and sent a delegation after him, saying, “We do not want this man to
rule over us.” ’ (Luke 19:14) Jesus himself would have been about 11 when
Archelaus was exiled. The bunch of grapes on the obverse of the coin is not
unexpected because wine was common in Judaea and a golden vine with
grape clusters was placed above the entrance to the sanctuary in Herod’s
Temple. But the caduceus is a surprise. It was the symbol of the Roman god
Mercury (Greek: Hermes), who was the messenger of the gods. It had
appeared on coins of Herod I and might have been meant to emphasize the
Jewish and Greco-Roman nature of his kingdom, but another explanation is
that there was a cult of Augustus as Mercury and the caduceus alluded to
this. In either case devout Jews would not have been pleased.
**********
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17. HEROD ANTIPAS

Bronze coin of Herod Antipas (4 BC - 40 AD). 19 mms diam. OBV: Palm branch. The
Greek inscription means “of Herod Tetrarch”. The letters beside the palm branch mean
“year 43” (= 39 AD). REV: The Greek inscription in the wreath means “Gaius Caesar
Germanicus”. MINT: Tiberias. REF: Hendin 1216.

Herod Antipas is famous for two reasons. When Salome danced he ordered
the beheading of John the Baptist, and when Pontius Pilate sent Jesus to him
he sent him back. Although Antipas was ruler of Galilee and Peraea (an area
east of the Jordan River) he used to visit Jerusalem for the Passover festival.
That is why he was there at the time of Jesus’ trial. Jesus was brought up in
Galilee at Nazareth, which was only 6 kilometres from the city of Sepphoris.
In 3 BC Antipas had selected Sepphoris as the site for his new capital and it
is likely that Joseph, Mary’s husband, worked there as a carpenter. The
influence of this city on Jesus and whether it was mainly Jewish or
Hellenistic is debatable. Antipas later built a new capital on the shore of the
Sea of Galilee and named it, Tiberias, after the emperor Tiberius. Herod
wanted to kill Jesus who referred to him as “that fox” (Luke 13:32), but he
feared the reaction of the people. It has recently been suggested that Jesus
was also referring to Antipas when he said, “A reed swayed by the wind.”
(Matthew 11:7) A shaking reed was proverbially used for a wavering
person, and the people might have seen Antipas as wavering between
Sepphoris and Tiberias or between the Romans and the Jews. On Antipas’
coin there is a palm branch but on the first issue of these coins, to mark the

founding of Tiberias in 20 AD, there was a reed. Antipas might have meant it
to refer to the reeds on the shore of the Sea of Galilee where Tiberias was to
be built, but his subjects saw it in terms of his character. The coin shown was
issued in year 43 (counted from 4 BC), i.e. 39 AD, and by then the reed had
been replaced by a palm branch, a symbol of victory. When Jesus made his
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, which is celebrated by Christians on Palm
Sunday, palm branches like the one on the coin were waved by the people.
The reed on the coin had been replaced by a palm branch in 29 AD and as
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem probably occurred in 30 AD those Galileans who
accompanied him would have had ‘palm coins’ in their purses. In 39 AD the
emperor was Gaius Caesar Germanicus, better known as Caligula, and
Antipas tried to ingratiate himself by putting the emperor’s name in a wreath
on the coin. Caligula was a friend of Agrippa I, the brother of Antipas’ wife,
Herodias, and when Caligula gave Agrippa territories to the north of Galilee
with the title of king, Herodias felt that Antipas should have been given the
title. They went to Rome but Agrippa sent an agent to accuse Antipas, and
Caligula banished him to Gaul. Herodias went with her husband into exile,
which suggests that they really did love each other.
**********
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18. NABATAEA: ARETAS IV

Bronze coin of Aretas IV, king of Nabataea (9 BC - 40 AD). 17 mms diam. OBV:
Conjoined busts of Aretas IV and Queen Shuqailat. REV: Crossed cornucopias. Between
them are Aramaic words meaning ‘Aretas’ and ‘Shuqailat’.
MINT: Petra
REF:
Meshorer (Nabataean Coins) 112.

Aretas IV is one of the few people mentioned in the NT whose portrait
appears on coins. Because of the Second Commandment Jewish rulers were
forbidden to show human images. Aretas IV was the king of the Nabataeans,
a Semitic tribe that had settled in the area east and south of the Dead Sea in
the 4th century BC. Their capital was Petra and as the caravan routes from
south Arabia passed through their land they became wealthy. Aretas III (8762 BC) had supported the Jewish high-priest, John Hyrcanus II, in his
dispute with his brother, Aristobulus II, and appears on a denarius minted at
Rome in 58 BC. He was succeeded by Obodas II (62-47 BC) and then by
Malichus I (47-30 BC) who refused to help Herod I in his escape from the
Parthians in 40 BC, and thus began a period of Jewish-Nabataean hostility
that ended in a Nabataean defeat in 31 BC. Malichus I was succeeded by
Obodas III (30 - 9 BC) whose prime minister, Syllaeus, fell in love with
Salome, the sister of Herod I. When his advances were rejected a new wave
of hostilities began. Obodas was succeeded by Aretas IV (9 BC-40 AD) in
whose reign Nabataea reached its zenith culturally and commercially and for
some years included the important city of Damascus. Paul was in Damascus
when it was under the control of Aretas IV. According to Acts 9:23 the Jews

in Damascus conspired to kill him, but in 2 Corinthians 11:32 he says it was
Aretas’ governor who wanted to arrest him. Perhaps the Jews had devised a
plan with the governor. In any case Paul was lowered down from a window
in the city wall and escaped. If Paul had been killed the history of
Christianity and of the world might have been very different because Paul
went on to become the great missionary to the Gentiles. It has often been
said that without Paul Christianity would have remained a Jewish sect and
eventually withered away. For the security of the Roman Empire Augustus
had a policy of arranging marriages between ruling families to ensure peace,
and Herod Antipas was married to the daughter of Aretas IV. But he fell in
love with Herodias, his brother’s wife, and planned to divorce his first wife
who was very upset and fled to her father. John the Baptist denounced
Antipas for marrying Herodias, but Aretas felt insulted by Antipas. In 36 AD
he attacked and defeated Antipas’ army. The emperor Tiberius ordered the
Roman legions in Syria to march against Aretas, but the expedition was
called off when Tiberius died. Aretas appears on the coin with long hair. Paul
said it was a disgrace for men to have long hair (1 Cor. 11:14). Aretas
appears with his wife, which suggests that women were important in
Nabataean society. Paul forbade women to speak in church and said they
“should be subordinate.” (1 Cor. 14:34)
**********
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19. JUDAEA: COPONIUS

Bronze prutah of Coponius, Prefect of Judaea (6 - 9 AD). 16 mms diam. OBV: Ear of
grain. Latin inscription reads, ‘Caesar.’ REV: Eight-branched palm tree bearing two
bunches of dates. Greek date (barely visible on this coin): L Λς (year 36 = 6 AD). MINT:
Jerusalem. REF: Hendin 1328.

When Augustus banished Herod Archelaus to Gaul in 6 AD he appointed
Romans to govern Judaea. The first was Coponius. An inscription on stone
found in 1961 revealed that the official title of these early governors was
‘praefectus’ (prefect). It was not until the reign of Claudius (41 - 54 AD) that
the title ‘procurator’ replaced it. The prefect of Judaea was subordinate to the
Roman governor of Syria, who was called a legate. The legate was a Roman
commanding officer who represented the emperor in the province. With the
exception of the three years when Agrippa I was king (41 - 44 AD) Judaea
was ruled by Roman governors from 6 to 66 AD when the First Jewish
Revolt began. There were fifteen Roman governors in all but only six issued
coins. Their names do not occur on the coins and the exact years of their
tenure are unknown but there is always a date (the number of years of the
emperor’s reign). They were usually careful not to offend the Jews and put
only innocuous symbols on their coins. On Coponius’ coin there is an ear of
grain and a date palm. The Greek number on the coin is 36, and counting
from the battle of Actium in September 31 BC, the date is 6 AD. Because
Judaea was not considered important the governors were not Romans of high

rank and were normally from the equestrian order (Roman knights).
Consequently there is little information about them in the ancient records,
although the Jewish writer, Josephus, does give us some information in his
history of the Jews and his account of the Jewish Revolt. Concerning
Coponius he records that one of the Jews, called Judas, was not happy to
have a Roman governor and to pay tax to the Romans and prevailed on his
fellow Jews to rebel, calling them cowards. Josephus does not say what
happened next but presumably nothing came of Judas’s agitation. Josephus
also records an incident that showed how much the Samaritans hated the
Jews. Previously Samaritans had been allowed into the Temple but one night
some of them entered and threw dead men’s bones about, thus defiling it.
Thereafter Samaritans were excluded from the Temple. When Coponius
became prefect Jesus was only about 11, but he lived at Nazareth in Galilee,
and the ruler of Galilee was Herod Antipas. Nevertheless coins of the
governors of Judaea as well as the coins of Herod Antipas, Herod Archelaus
and Herod I would have circulated in Galilee and Jesus would have handled
them. During Jesus’ lifetime Judaea and Galilee were peaceful and stable,
and this enabled him to carry out his mission, which was to bring in the
kingdom of God.
**********
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20. JUDAEA: MARCUS AMBIBULUS

Bronze prutah of Marcus Ambibulus, Prefect of Judaea (9-12 AD). 16 mms diam. OBV:
Ear of grain curved to the right. Greek inscription: KAICAPOC (of Caesar). REV: eightbranched palm tree bearing two bunches of dates. Date: LM (year 40 = 10 AD). MINT:
Jerusalem. REF: Hendin 1330.

According to Josephus there were three Roman governors of Judaea under
Augustus: Coponius (6-9 AD), Marcus Ambibulus (9-12 AD) and Annius
Rufus (12-15 AD). When Tiberius came to power in 14 AD he appointed
Valerius Gratus, and probably in 26 AD he appointed Pontius Pilate. The
names of these prefects do not occur on the coins but there is always a
number indicating the years of the emperor’s reign. For Tiberius there is no
problem because we know that his reign began in 14 AD when Augustus
died, but it is not clear what date was used for the beginning of Augustus’
reign. Was it 31 BC when he defeated Mark Antony and Cleopatra at the
battle of Actium? Or was it 27 BC when the Roman Senate gave him the
title, ‘Augustus’? At Antioch the Actian Era was used because the words, ‘of
the year of victory’ appear with the date number on the coins. The Actian
Era was probably also used by the Roman governors in Judaea although
some scholars argue for the Augustan Era, in which case coins with the date,
year 40 (13 AD), would have been issued by Annius Rufus. To complicate
matters some scholars argue that the name of the second prefect was
Ambivius, not Ambibulus. The Jewish historian Josephus wrote in Greek,
and in the manuscripts of his writings the name (transliterated) is

‘Ambibouchos’, which is usually translated into the Latin name, Ambibulus.
Anyway, when Augustus died in 14 AD Jesus would have been only a
teenager. Little is known about Jesus as a child or a teenager, although an
incident which is recorded in Luke’s Gospel reveals that even then he was
aware of having a special relationship with God: in 7 AD when he was 12
years old his family was going home after the Passover Festival in Jerusalem
when they realized that he was not with them, and returning to Jerusalem
they found him with the teachers in the court of the Temple. When they
asked him what he was doing he replied that he must be about his Father’s
interests. (Luke 2:49) At that time Ambibulus was not the governor and in
their purses the Jews would have had coins of Coponius, Herod Archelaus,
Herod Antipas, and Herod I.
**********
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21. JUDAEA: VALERIUS GRATUS

Bronze prutah of Valerius Gratus, Prefect of Judaea (15-26 AD). 14 mms diam. OBV:
Greek inscription in wreath: TIB KAP CAI (a misspelling of TIB KAI CAP).
Translation: Tib[erius] Caesar. REV: Palm branch with Greek letters meaning “Julia”
and the date L IA (year 11 = 24 AD). MINT: Jerusalem. REF: Hendin 1340.

Little is known about the Roman governors of Judaea before Pontius Pilate.
They were responsible for appointing the Jewish high priests and Josephus
tells us that Valerius appointed Caiaphas. After his arrest Jesus was taken to
Caiaphas who accused him of blasphemy. On the coin ‘Julia’ is the name of
Tiberius’ mother, who was also called Livia. She was the widow of Augustus
and a powerful figure in Rome. Valerius probably put her name on the coin
to ingratiate himself with her. The palm branch was a symbol of victory, as
was the wreath on the obverse of the coin. There had been no military
victory to which these symbols might refer, and they were probably just part
of the general flattery of Tiberius. Tiberius did not settle on the island of
Capri until 27 AD and when this coin was issued he was still ruling from
Rome. If one compares this coin of Valerius with those of Ambibulus and
Coponius a major difference is that the symbols on Valerius’ coin refer to
Roman rule whereas the ear of grain and the date palm refer to local
products. This probably indicates that Judaea was being incorporated more
and more into the Roman Empire. On Valerius’ coin the unabbreviated
Greek words would be TIBEPIOY KAICAPOC (of Tiberius Caesar) and

these words occur in the Greek text of Luke’s Gospel where he is indicating
the date when John the Baptist began his ministry (Luke 3:1). Mistakes in
spelling are common on the coins of Valerius but the wrong spelling of
KAICAP makes this coin a rare variant. The date on the coin is year 11,
which has been equated to 24 AD, but this is strictly not correct. According
to the Julian calendar (instituted by Julius Caesar in 46 BC) the year in
Rome began on 1st January, but because the Roman emperor was not
appointed at the beginning of the year, the duration of his first year would be
from some time in the year to a time 12 months later in the next year.
Therefore to be accurate the dates for all these coins should be expressed
with two numbers, i.e. for Valerius’ coin the date is not 24 AD but 24/25 AD.
Similarly when Luke states that John the Baptist began his ministry in the
15th year of the reign of Tiberius the date is not 28 AD but 28/29 AD. This is
also probably the date when Jesus was baptized by John, and this all
occurred when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea.
**********
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22. TIBERIUS: DENARIUS

Silver denarius of Tiberius (14-37 AD). 17x19 mms diam. OBV: Laureate head of
Tiberius. Latin inscription: [TI CA]ESAR DIVI AVG F AVGVSTVS (Tiberius Caesar,
son of the divine Augustus, Augustus). REV: Seated woman holding a long sceptre and a
branch. Latin inscription: PONTIF MAXIM (Pontifex Maximus). MINT: Lugdunum
(Lyon). REF: RIC I 30.

In 14 AD Tiberius succeeded his stepfather, Augustus, who was then deified
as Julius Caesar had been, and Tiberius is called ‘son of the divine Augustus’
on his coins. Tiberius had rather a sad life. He was forced to divorce the wife
he loved and marry Augustus’ daughter, Julia, whom he hated. In 6 BC he
found Rome intolerable and moved to Rhodes where he led an isolated life
for the next eight years. His only son, Drusus, was poisoned by his wife,
Livilla, and her lover, Sejanus. When he was 68 he moved to the island of
Capri where he remained until his death aged 77. When Tiberius became
emperor Jesus was about 18 years old, but he did not begin his public
ministry until he was about 30 (Lk 3:23) when he was baptized by John the
Baptist in the Jordan River. He then withdrew to Galilee where his ministry
consisted of itinerant preaching and healing. He taught in parables and one
of his central themes was the kingdom of God. To enter this kingdom one
must accept God as the ruler of one’s life, and this means having a new,
personal relationship with God that involves love and trust. But this love is
not a selfish type of love. The Greek word for it is ‘agape’, which means a
self-giving concern for others. Hence Jesus told an enquirer to love God and
his neighbour as himself. (Lk 10:27) Christians believe that Jesus is the

Son of God and it is ironic that Tiberius should claim to be the son of a god
on his coin. Although this coin, called a denarius, was the standard silver
coin of the Roman Empire at this time, Jesus probably never saw one
because there is no evidence that it circulated in the region where he lived. It
is generally considered to be the coin in the episode when Jesus is asked
about paying taxes to the Romans (Mk 12:13-17) but this is unlikely. The
identity of the woman on the reverse of the coin is unknown. Tiberius’ wife,
Julia, died in 14 AD and it is often assumed that the woman on the coin is
his mother, Livia; but because the woman holds a branch, perhaps an olive
branch, she might be simply a personification or the goddess of peace. Livia
died in 29 AD aged 86. Tiberius’ relationship with her had turned sour 15
years before and he refused to speak to her. He did not even attend her
funeral in Rome and would not allow her to be deified. The inscription
around the figure on the reverse of the coin is ‘Pontifex Maximus’, which
literally means the greatest bridge-builder (to the gods). It was the title of the
Roman high priest. It was appropriated by Augustus in 12 BC and held ex
officio by his successors until 375 AD. Since the fifth century the title has
been used by the pope, who is often referred to as ‘the pontif’.
**********
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23. TIBERIUS: TETRADRACHM OF ANTIOCH

Silver tetradrachm of Tiberius (14-37 AD), probably issued at Antioch in Syria. 24 mms
diam. OBV: Laureate head of Tiberius. The Greek inscription means “Tiberius Augustus
Caesar”. REV: Radiate head of Augustus. The Greek inscription means “God Augustus
Caesar”. MINT: Probably Antioch on the Orontes River. REF: RPC I 4161; Prieur 60.

The silver denarii that circulated in the Roman Empire during the reign of
Tiberius were minted at Lugdunum (modern Lyon) in Gaul, but there were
mints at various other cities that issued coins for local circulation. For the
province of Syria there was a mint at Antioch, the administrative capital,
although the coins minted there did not circulate in the southern Jewish parts
of the province, which included Judaea. Tyrian coins, which did not have the
emperor’s head on them, circulated in those areas and were used to pay the
Temple tax. There was a sizeable and wealthy Jewish community in Antioch,
which later became an important centre of early Christianity. Although no
city is named on the coin displayed it must have been minted at Antioch or at
another city in the northern part of the province. A number of coins are
mentioned in the gospels, the most famous occasion being when Jesus was
in Jerusalem and a group of Jews asked him whether they should pay taxes
to the Romans. Jesus asked for a denarius and said, “Give to Caesar what is
Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” (Mark 12:17) The coin is usually
referred to as the Tribute Penny because ‘denarius’ was translated as ‘penny’
in the King James Version of the Bible. The incident is recorded almost word

for word in the gospels of Matthew, Luke and Mark, but the consensus of
scholarly opinion is that Mark wrote his account first and the others copied
from it. There is, however, no evidence that denarii circulated in Jerusalem
at that time. Mark was writing for a Roman audience and used the word
‘denarius’ because his readers knew that coin. This does not mean that the
incident did not happen: it means that the coin was probably not a denarius
but one minted at Antioch and probably the coin on display. It was the only
silver coin issued by Tiberius from Antioch when Jesus was alive, and it is
very rare today. It is a tetradrachm (worth four drachms which were the
Greek equivalent of denarii) and on the reverse is the claim that Augustus is
God. The radiate crown indicates that he has been deified and assimilated to
the sun god. If this coin is the Tribute Penny then the whole incident should
be seen in a different light, because such a coin would not have been just an
incidental prop but the reason for this group of Jews coming to Jesus. They
would have travelled from Antioch to show Jesus the blasphemous coin and
to ask for his advice. Presumably the Jews then complained to the Roman
authorities and the coin was withdrawn from circulation. There is a brief
account of the incident in the Gospel of Thomas (Saying 100) where the
opening words are, ‘They showed Jesus a coin.’
**********
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24. TIBERIUS: TETRADRACHM OF ANTIOCH (35 AD)

Silver tetradrachm of Tiberius (14-37 AD) issued at Antioch on the Orontes. 26 mms
diam. OBV: Head of Tiberius. The Greek inscription means “Tiberius Caesar Augustus”.
REV: Tyche, the city goddess, sits on a rock and holds a palm branch. The river god,
Orontes, swims at her feet. The Greek inscription means “of the Antiochians (the people
of Antioch). Metropolis”. The two Greek letters to the right indicate the date (year 84 of
the Caesarean Era = 35 AD). MINT: Antioch on the Orontes. REF: McAlee 210A; RPC
Supp. 2, 4162.4.

This coin was issued in 35 AD during a very exciting time in the history of
the early Church. Jesus had been crucified probably in 30 AD and Paul was
persecuting the Christians in Jerusalem. He went from house to house,
dragging away men and women and putting them in prison. In about 35 AD
Stephen became the first Christian martyr when he was stoned to death
outside the walls of Jerusalem. Paul looked after the clothes of those who
were stoning him. Like Jesus Stephen prayed for the forgiveness of his
persecutors. After this the persecution of Christians intensified and most fled
from Jerusalem. Some went to Antioch, which was the administrative centre
of the Roman province of Syria, and spread the good news about Jesus
Christ. The followers of Jesus were first called Christians in Antioch. In
about 36 AD Paul underwent a conversion experience on his way to
Damascus, and after a period in Nabataea, Jerusalem and Tarsus, he was
preaching in Antioch. It was in Antioch that the Holy Spirit spoke to a small
group of Christians and told them to send Paul and Barnabas on a mission

(Acts 13: 1-3), and in about 46 AD they set off on their first missionary
journey. When they sailed out of the harbour at Seleucia Pieria, which was
the port for Antioch, they would not have realized that their journeys in Asia
Minor and Europe would have a significant impact on the history of Western
civilization. The Roman emperor from 14 to 37 AD was Tiberius, and on this
coin he is about 75 years old. He had been living on the Isle of Capri since
27 AD. The tetradrachms issued by Tiberius at Antioch in 35 AD are very
rare, but the example on display is extremely rare, probably unique. It differs
from the others because instead of the Greek word for “metropolis” in the
genitive case corresponding to “of the Antiochians”, it has the Greek word
simply in the nominative case. The engraver must have run out of space on
the metal die. It is quite likely that this coin was handled by the first
Christians in Antioch and they probably noticed that it was different,
because there were a lot of Greek-speaking Jews there (Acts 11:20) and
presumably they could read Greek as well. This coin evokes a time when the
world was changing. The year of the Lord’s favour had begun: ‘Then will
the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will
the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush
forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.’ (Isaiah 35: 5,6)
**********
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25. TIBERIUS: CORINTH

Bronze coin of Tiberius (14-37 AD) issued at Corinth in Greece. 20 mms diam. OBV:
Radiate head of Augustus. Latin inscription reads, ‘L. Arrius Peregrinus, duovir.’ REV:
Façade of the Julian Basilica in Corinth. The Latin inscription, GENT IVLI (to the Julian
clan), has worn off the architrave (horizontal section) of the building on this coin. The
surrounding Latin inscription reads, ‘L. Furius Labeo, duovir.’ Below: COR (Corinth)
MINT: Corinth. REF: RPC I 1151.

This coin was issued at Corinth in about 32 AD by the duovirs (two men),
who corresponded to the two consuls in Rome. Corinth was a busy
commercial centre when Paul arrived in 50 AD and began preaching that
Jesus was the Messiah. (Acts 18: 5) He worked and stayed with tentmakers,
and it was mostly the lower classes in the city who responded to his
message. The bronze coin on display is fairly worn and would have
circulated among those people. Most of the Jews opposed Paul and brought
him before the Roman governor of the province, Gallio, who was the brother
of the philosopher, Seneca. They accused Paul of trying to persuade the
people to worship God in ways contrary to the law. It is generally considered
that Gallio was seated on a platform in the middle of a long portico (stoa) on
the southern side of the market place (agora), but it is more likely that he
was in the building shown on the coin. It was a basilica, a hall where
meetings were held and court cases conducted, and it stood on the eastern
side of the agora. It was built in the first quarter of the 1st century AD and

dedicated to the family of Julius Caesar (Gens Julia). Julius Caesar had
adopted Octavian (Augustus) as his son, and Octavian had adopted Tiberius
as his son. Inside the building there were statues of members of the imperial
family. Statues of Augustus and his grandsons, Gaius and Lucius, have been
found; and the foundations of the basilica can still be seen among the ruins
of the ancient city, which is 3 miles south-west of the modern town of
Corinth. The inhabitants moved to the new site in 1858 after an earthquake
levelled the old city, although it had been largely abandoned in the sixth
century after barbarian invasions and a series of earthquakes. Gallio refused
to hear the complaints of the Jews on the grounds that it involved questions
about their own law. He had them ejected from the court and Paul was free
to continue his preaching. He stayed in Corinth from October 50 to April 52,
and he later wrote to the Christians there that he had resolved to know
nothing while he was with them but Christ and him crucified. He said he had
come to them in weakness and fear, with much trembling, but his preaching
was not with wise and persuasive words but with a demonstration of the
power of the Holy Spirit. (1 Cor. 2: 2-4) As a result Corinth became an
important centre of early Christianity, but if Gallio had decided in favour of
the Jews the history of Christianity might have been very different.
**********
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26. PONTIUS PILATE: YEAR 16

Bronze prutah of Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judaea (26-36 AD). 15 mms diam. OBV: 3
ears of grain. The outer two are drooping. Greek inscription (obscured by the brown dirt
of Judaea) reads, ‘Julia Caesar’. REV: A simpulum (ladle). Greek inscription: TIBEPIOY
KAICAPOC LIs (of Tiberius Caesar, year 16 = 29 AD). MINT: Jerusalem. REF:
Hendin 1341.

Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor of Judaea when Jesus was crucified.
The Jewish philosopher, Philo of Alexandria (30 BC-40 AD) described
Pilate as a wrathful man with a rigid nature and a spiteful disposition, and
mentioned bribes, acts of violence and even murder. The Jewish historian,
Josephus, wrote that Pilate’s first action was to antagonize the Jews by
bringing into Jerusalem Roman standards bearing images of the emperor.
The Jews were so incensed that he had to remove them. Pilate issued 3 series
of coins. Like all the coins issued by the Roman governors they were small
bronze coins. The names ‘prutah’ and ‘lepton’ are usually given to these
coins, but ‘prutah’ does not occur in the Bible or other ancient texts although
it does occur in the Talmud which was written after the 3rd century AD. The
words probably just mean ‘small coins’. Pilate’s first issue was in 29 AD,
and if Jesus was crucified in 30 AD as many scholars believe, he would have
seen these coins. The second issue was in 30 AD and the third in 31 AD. Not
unexpectedly Pilate’s coins have symbols that would have offended the
Jews: a simpulum (a ladle used by Roman priests to pour libations to the

gods) and a lituus (a curved wand used by Roman augurs). The name, Julia
Caesar, appears on the first issue. This is the name of Tiberius’ mother,
Livia, who changed her name when she married Octavian, the adopted son
of Julius Caesar. She died in 29 AD and the coin was probably issued to
mark this event. The three ears of grain might be related to the cult of
Demeter (Ceres) in which Livia was involved. Perhaps they symbolized the
process of growth, maturity and senescence, to which all life is subject. But
the important event that occurred in Pilate’s time was the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Jesus preached that the kingdom of God was coming,
and God confirmed all that he said and did by his resurrection. Jesus
believed that by giving himself, out of his love for others, he would
somehow bring in the kingdom of God; and Christians believe this too.
Christians also believe that because God was in Christ reconciling the world
to Himself, Jesus’ self-giving was also God’s self-giving. This is summed up
in human terms in the verse: ‘God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life.’(John 3:16) The significance of this for human beings is that it
demonstrates the nature of God and allows them to be incorporated into the
Mystery of His love. When Jesus prayed to his Father he explained why he
had made Him known: “So that the love with which you have loved me may
be in them, and I in them.” (John 17:26)
**********
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27. PONTIUS PILATE: YEAR 18

Bronze prutah of Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judaea (26-36 AD). 15 mms diam. OBV: A
lituus (an augur’s wand or staff). Greek inscription: TIBEPIOY KAICAPOC (of Tiberius
Caesar). REV: Date LIH (year 18 = 31 AD) in a wreath. MINT: Jerusalem. REF:
Hendin 1343.

Little is known about Pontius Pilate before he was appointed governor of
Judaea. He was probably a member of the equestrian order, which was a
class of Roman knights, and he would have served in the Roman army. The
name, Pilatus, means ‘armed with a javelin’, which suggests that he came
from a military family. Also it has been suggested that he was a member of
the college of augurs, who practised divination. Although Philo described
him as a ruthless person his offences might have been largely due to a lack
of understanding. He wanted to organize a water supply for Jerusalem but
his attempt to finance it with money from the Temple treasury caused a
violent demonstration, which was suppressed by his soldiers and resulted in
the deaths of a number of the demonstrators. His use of the simpulum (ladle)
and the lituus (augur’s wand) as symbols on his coins might not have been
intended to cause offence to the Jews. Because he followed the precedent set
by the previous governors of not putting the image of the emperor on the
coins, which would certainly have offended the Jews, the simpulum and
lituus might have been intended just to refer to the emperor. A simpulum was

used in Roman religious rituals and the emperor was the Roman high priest
(Pontifex Maximus). Also the emperor was the master of the college of
augurs. An augur used his curved wand to observe omens and thereby
determine the will of the gods. This might involve holding the lituus up
against the sky while watching the flight of birds. So the simpulum and the
lituus on the coin might simply have referred to these roles of the emperor,
and hence to the emperor himself. The wreath on the reverse of the coin was
quite acceptable to the Jews. It was a symbol of victory and had appeared on
Jewish coins during the Maccabean period. On the coin shown, the date is
year 18 counted from the accession of Tiberius in 14 AD. Pilate had
previously issued a similar coin but with the date, year 17. In ancient times
the years were counted inclusively, so these dates correspond to 31 and 30
AD. It was the period just after Jesus’ crucifixion when his followers were
trying to make sense of all the tremendous events that had occurred. Pontius
Pilate played a major role in those events and is therefore an important
figure in Christianity. His name appears in the Creed that is recited regularly
by Christians. It is a statement of basic Christian beliefs and includes the
sentence, ‘For our sake [Jesus] was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried.’ The word ‘suffered’ reminds us of the
Suffering Servant about whom the prophet Isaiah spoke (Isa 52:13 – 53:12),
but the reason for it all is given in the phrase ‘for our sake.’ ‘The Lord has
laid on him the iniquity of us all.’ (Isa 53: 6)
**********
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28. AGRIPPA I

Bronze coin of Agrippa I, King of Judaea (41-44 AD). 21 mms diam. OBV: Bust of
Agrippa. Greek inscription: ‘Great King Agrippa, Caesar’s friend.’ REV: Tyche (city
goddess) holds a rudder and palm branch. Greek inscription: ‘Caesarea beside Augustus
Harbour. LZ (year 7 = 43 AD).’ MINT: Caesarea. REF: Hendin 1246.

Agrippa was the grandson of Herod I and Mariamne, and the son of
Aristobulus. After his father was executed in 7 BC he was brought up in
Rome among the imperial family and became a friend of Tiberius’ son,
Drusus. Because of his extravagant lifestyle he accumulated much debt, and
when Drusus was poisoned in 23 AD he retired to a fortress in Idumaea
leaving many angry creditors in Rome. His wife pleaded with Agrippa’s
sister, Herodias, to help them. Herodias was married to Agrippa’s uncle,
Herod Antipas, who was tetrarch of Galilee and Peraea, and he appointed
Agrippa to the minor position of inspector of markets in his new capital,
Tiberias. At a feast in 32 AD Agrippa was offended when Antipas
reproached him for his poverty and pointed out that even the food he was
eating he owed to Antipas. Agrippa returned to Rome and repaid his old
debts by incurring new ones. He befriended Tiberius’ grand-nephew,
Caligula. When a chance remark to Caligula that he wished Tiberius would
die so that Caligula could become emperor, was overheard and reported to
Tiberius, Agrippa was imprisoned. When Caligula became emperor he
released Agrippa and gave him a chain of gold equal in weight to the chain
that he wore in prison. He also gave him the territories north of the Sea of

Galilee and the title of king. Antipas was jealous and went to Rome, but his
tetrarchy was given to Agrippa. When Caligula was murdered in 41 AD
Agrippa happened to be in Rome and was able to help Claudius become
emperor. Claudius then added Samaria and Judaea to Agrippa’s kingdom
making it as large as his grandfather’s had been. Being a descendent of the
Maccabees through Mariamne, he was popular with the Jews, but he was a
persecutor of the early Church. He killed James, the son of Zebedee, and
imprisoned Peter. After a miraculous escape Peter went to the house of
Mary, the mother of Mark the evangelist. In 44 AD Agrippa made a public
appearance in Caesarea. Dressed in gorgeous royal robes he sat on a throne
and addressed the people who shouted out that he had the voice of a god.
Immediately he became ill and died a few days later. His image does not
appear on coins minted at Jerusalem but it does on this coin minted at
Caesarea where there was a large non-Jewish population. He was a proud
man and his story illustrates the proverb that pride goes before a fall. Jesus
taught the opposite of human expectations: to be first one must be last of all
and the servant of all. (Mark 9:35) Agrippa’s son (Agrippa II), his brother
(Herod of Chalcis), and his uncle (Herod Philip), all put their images on
coins, and a family resemblance is discernible. Thus we can imagine what
Herod Antipas and Herod the Great might have looked like.
**********
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29. ANTONIUS FELIX

Bronze prutah of Antonius Felix, governor of Judaea (52-59 AD). 17 mms diam. OBV:
Crossed palm branches. The surrounding Greek inscription, which is unclear on this coin,
reads: ‘Tiberius Claudius Caesar Germanicus’ (names of Claudius who was emperor
from 41 to 54 AD). The three Greek date letters mean year 14 (= 54 AD). REV: The
Greek inscription in the wreath means “Julia Agrippina”. MINT: Jerusalem. REF:
Hendin 1347.

Antonius Felix (Happy Tony) and his brother, Pallas, were slaves of Antonia,
the daughter of Mark Antony. She married the brother of Tiberius, and one
of her children was Claudius, who later became emperor. When Pallas and
Felix were freed Pallas became Claudius’ financial secretary and was soon
rich and powerful. In 52 AD Claudius appointed Felix governor of Judaea.
In 57 AD Paul returned to Jerusalem after completing his missionary
journeys in which he preached to the Gentiles. A riot occurred because the
Jews thought Paul had brought Gentiles into the Temple, and perhaps he had
because it would have been in keeping with his mission. Fortunately Lysias,
the Roman commander, came and arrested Paul, and when he learned that
Paul was a Roman citizen he transferred him to Caesarea to be tried before
Felix. Felix adjourned the case till Lysias could give his evidence, but a few
days later Felix and his wife Drusilla sent for Paul and heard about his faith
in Jesus Christ. Drusilla was the daughter of Agrippa I and at the age of 14
had been married to the king of Emesa who treated her cruelly. Felix desired
to marry her and persuaded her to leave her husband. Although Claudius’

name is on the coin that Felix issued, the name on the other side is Julia
Agrippina. She was Claudius’ niece and the mistress of Pallas who
encouraged her to marry Claudius in order to enhance his own power. When
Felix issued the coin Claudius had been married to Agrippina for six years,
and it was no doubt intended to flatter them. A palm branch was a symbol of
victory and the two crossed palm branches probably alluded to their
marriage, which had been frowned upon by Roman society. Although Pallas
and Felix must have been personable and clever they were crafty characters.
Josephus and the Roman historian, Tacitus, both relate Felix’s evil deeds.
Although he suppressed the robbers who infested Judaea he was worse than
them all. He even arranged the murder of the high priest, Jonathan, who had
admonished him for his misrule. Under Felix revolts occurred frequently
leading eventually to the general uprising that occurred in 66 AD. Agrippina
persuaded Claudius to adopt Nero, her son by her first husband, but when
Nero became emperor in 54 AD he fell out with her. Pallas was dismissed
from court and in 59 AD Felix was replaced as governor of Judaea by
Porcius Festus. When Paul came before Festus he appealed to Caesar in
Rome. He had been imprisoned in Caesarea for two years and after a
perilous journey he arrived at Rome in about 60 AD.
**********
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30. EPHESUS: CLAUDIUS

Silver cistophorus of Claudius (41-54 AD). 25 mms diam. OBV: Head of Claudius. Latin
inscription: TI CLAVD CAES AVG (Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus). REV:
Temple of Artemis (Diana) at Ephesus showing the cult statue of the goddess. DIAN to
left and EPHE to right. MINT: Ephesus. REF: RPC I 2222.

This coin was minted at Ephesus in 41 AD. With Rome, Alexandria and
Antioch, Ephesus was one of the four major cities of the Roman Empire. Its
great temple of Artemis, who was known to the Romans as Diana, was one
of the seven wonders of the world. Paul stayed in the city for two years from
about 53 AD, and he would have seen the temple and possibly this coin,
which shows the strange mummiform statue of the goddess. The city had
prospered because of the temple, which attracted people from all over the
empire, but because of Paul’s preaching, business began to decline. One of
the silversmiths who made small silver shrines of the goddess incited the
tradesmen to riot and the incident is recorded in Acts 19. Interest in Artemis
continued to decrease as Ephesus became an important centre of early
Christianity. The temple was demolished in the 4th century and its columns
were later used in the construction of the Hagia Sophia Basilica in
Constantinople. The city itself began to decline as its harbour silted up and
by the 10th century it was deserted. Today the ruined city is a popular tourist
destination especially for Christians who read Paul’s wonderful letter to the
Ephesians in the New Testament. In this letter he explains one of his major

contributions to Christian theology: justification by faith. Christians are
justified or acceptable to God not because of their good deeds but through
their faith: ‘For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God - not the result of works, so that no one
may boast.’(Eph. 2:8,9) Paul points out that it is all because of God’s love:
‘Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive
with Christ.’(Eph. 2:4,5a) But being justified is only the beginning; for
Christians are to be like God: ‘Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly
loved children, and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us.’(Eph. 5:1,2a) Artemis, who was a type of nature goddess
and had been worshipped in Asia Minor for thousands of years, is not even
mentioned in Paul’s letter, but we can see her on the coin. She stands at the
front of her temple with two columns on either side. It is a stylized image
because there were actually eight columns in the façade and her idol would
have been well inside the temple, but an image of the goddess would appear
at the central window in the pediment. Though Paul wrote in Greek, the
language of the people, there are Latin words on the coin because the area
had been a Roman province since 133 BC when Attalus III bequeathed his
kingdom to the Romans. Today the language of the people in the area is
Turkish and their religion is Islam, but the coin reminds us of that exciting
time when Paul lived in the city and brought to the Gentiles ‘the news of the
boundless riches of Christ.’ (Eph. 3:8b)
**********
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31. CLAUDIUS: QUADRANS

Copper quadrans of Claudius (41-54 AD) issued in 41 AD. 11 x 18 mms. OBV: Modius
with three legs. Latin inscription: TI CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG (Tiberius Claudius
Caesar Augustus). REV: Large SC. Latin inscription: PON M TRP IMP COS DES IT
(Pontifex Maximus, with tribunician power, commander, consul designate again).
MINT: Rome. REF: RIC I 84.

The quadrans was the lowest denomination of Roman coins. Four of them
equaled an as, which was the standard Roman bronze coin. Four asses
equaled a brass sestertius and four sestertii equaled a silver denarius.
Twenty-five denarii equaled a gold aureus. Roman legionaries were paid ten
asses a day. On this quadrans there is a modius, which was a container to
measure grain and it held between 8 and 9 litres. Here it probably
symbolizes the generosity of the emperor in freely distributing grain to the
people of Rome. On the reverse of the coin there are the letters SC, for
Senatus Consulto, which translates as ‘by decree of the Senate’. SC appears
frequently on Roman base-metal coins but its exact significance is unknown.
It might mean that the minting of the coin was authorized by the Senate or it
might indicate that the value of the coin was guaranteed by the Roman state.
Unlike gold and silver coins the base-metal coinage was a token currency,
not supported by the intrinsic value of the metal. A quadrans is mentioned in
the New Testament in the story of the poor widow who puts two coins
(lepta) into the Temple treasury. In Mark’s gospel (Mk 12: 42) it is explained
that the two lepta were worth a quadrans. The singular form of ‘lepta’ is

‘lepton’, which is a Greek word meaning ‘small’, but ‘quadrans’ is a Latin
word meaning ‘a quarter’ and it was the name of a coin that circulated only
in Italy. As Mark’s gospel was the first to be written his mention of
‘quadrans’ means that he was writing for a Roman audience. This conclusion
is supported by his use of ‘denarius’ for the coin in Mark 12:15 because the
denarius did not circulate in Judaea. Mark used the quadrans was the lowest
denomination of Roman coins. Four of them equaled an as, name of a coin
that his Roman readers would be familiar with. Other Latinisms occur in his
gospel and he explains Jewish customs, which points to his gospel having
been written for Roman gentiles in Rome, where even during Claudius’
reign there was a Christian community. Suetonius, a Roman historian,
mentions that Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome because of
disturbances instigated by ‘Chrestus’, a name that no doubt referred to Christ
and the Christians. There was animosity towards the Christians not only in
Jerusalem but also in Rome at an early stage. Mark or whoever wrote this
first gospel tended to interpret his source material in the light of his present
situation, and the leading Jews are described as hostile to Jesus even in the
early stages of his ministry. But it was neither the Jews nor the Romans who
were responsible for Jesus’ death because essentially it was a clash between
the good and evil in the hearts of all human beings. Through his death and
resurrection Christ conquered evil in all its forms.
**********
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32. NERO

Gold aureus of Nero (54-68 AD). 19 mms diam. OBV: Head of Nero. Latin inscription:
NERO CAESAR. REV: Nero standing. He wears a radiate crown and holds a branch and
the goddess Victory on a globe. Latin inscription: AVGVSTVS GERMANICVS (titles of
Nero). MINT: Rome. REF: RIC I 46.

Nero was the son of Julia Agrippina, the fourth wife and niece of Claudius.
He was immoral and cruel, even arranging for his mother to be murdered.
Several events of importance to Christianity occurred during his reign. Paul
arrived in Rome from Caesarea in about 60 AD after appealing to Caesar to
try his case. The account in Acts does not record what happened to him but
there is a tradition that he was beheaded about 65 AD during Nero’s
persecution. There is also a tradition that Peter was martyred at the same
time. It is possible that Peter, accompanied by Mark, fled to Rome after he
escaped from prison in about 42 AD and that he returned to Jerusalem for
the council in 49 AD, which Paul also attended. Peter would then have
returned to Rome just before his martyrdom. At the council it was agreed
that Paul would go to the Gentiles, who would not need circumcision, and
that Peter and the others would continue to work with the Jews. James, the
brother of Jesus, became the leader of the Jewish Christian church in
Jerusalem while Peter lost prominence perhaps because he moved to Asia
Minor. Mark is last mentioned in Acts 15:39 when he fell out with Paul in 49
AD and went with Barnabas to Cyprus. He may have subsequently returned
to Rome and written the first edition of his gospel during the period 50 to 57

AD in the absence of Peter. According to Clement of Alexandria (as quoted
by Eusebius) Peter was alive when Mark wrote his gospel. Paul does not
mention Mark or Peter in his letter to the Romans written about 57 AD,
which suggests that Mark had moved to Egypt by then. In 64 AD there was a
fire in Rome that destroyed much of the city centre, and Nero blamed the
Christians. Large numbers were executed with great cruelty. Mark’s gospel
is generally considered to have been written after Peter’s martyrdom in 65
AD, but it is difficult to imagine Mark writing at such a dangerous time and
saying anything good about Roman soldiers (e.g. Mk 15:39). Nero took
advantage of the situation to build a huge palace on the cleared land.
Suetonius records that it had a large vestibule with a colossal statue of Nero,
37 metres high. It is this statue that is shown on the reverse of Nero’s coin,
which was struck in about 65 AD. He appears as the sun god wearing a
radiate crown and he holds the goddess Victory, which probably alludes to
the victory of the Roman army over the Parthians in Armenia, although in
Britain a revolt by the Celtic queen, Boadicea (Boudicca) was cruelly
suppressed in 60 AD. After Nero’s death his statue was removed but it gave
its name to one of Rome’s famous landmarks, the Colosseum, the building
of which was begun by Vespasian in 71 AD. Many Christians were martyred
in the Colosseum and other arenas in Rome.
**********
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33. SEPPHORIS

Bronze coin of the city of Sepphoris in Galilee, issued by King Agrippa II in 67 AD. 22 x
24mms. OBV: The Greek inscription means “Year 14 of Nero Claudius Caesar”. It is
within a circle in a wreath. REV: Caduceus (Mercury’s wand) between crossed
cornucopias. The Greek inscription (mostly worn away) means “in the time of
Vespasian, City of Peace, Neronias-Sepphoris”. MINT: Sepphoris. REF: Hendin 1276.

This was the first coin issued from Sepphoris by the Jewish King Agrippa II
whose kingdom did not include Judaea, which was ruled by Roman
governors. At the outbreak of the Jewish Revolt in 66 AD he sided with the
Romans and moved his base from Jerusalem to Sepphoris. To show
allegiance to the Roman emperor the name of the city appears as NeroniasSepphoris on the coin. Also the name Irenopolis (City of Peace) appears,
probably because of the city’s pacific response to the revolt. The citizens had
peacefully received the Roman army under Vespasian, whose name appears
on the coin and who later became emperor. The crossed cornucopias and
caduceus were common symbols on Jewish coins and the absence of the
emperor’s image suggests a mostly Jewish population, although the Greek
inscription indicates that at least the city authorities knew Greek. Sepphoris
stood on a hill clearly visible from Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown, only four
miles away. It had been burnt by the Romans after an insurrection in 4 BC,
but Herod Antipas rebuilt it and made it his capital until he founded Tiberias
in 20 AD. Scholars have debated what influence, if any, the city had on

Jesus. It is not mentioned in the Bible, but it is difficult to imagine that it
was of no significance, especially as Jesus and his father were carpenters and
could easily have found work there. Also there is a tradition that Mary’s
parents lived at Sepphoris. On the northern slope of the hill there is a theatre
that might have been built by Herod Antipas although some archaeologists
date it much later. Presumably plays by Greek and Roman authors were
performed there. Although there is evidence of Greco-Roman culture from
later periods there is nothing from Jesus’ time. There are no statues, no
gymnasia and no pagan temples. On the other hand there is evidence of
Jewish culture. A number of stepped, plastered pools cut into the bedrock
indicate that some of the inhabitants practiced Jewish ritual bathing, and
according to Rabbinic sources priests from Sepphoris participated in the cult
of the Temple in Jerusalem. It therefore seems that in Jesus’ lifetime the city
was predominantly Jewish. Nevertheless, Hellenism had pervaded the
Jewish world for centuries and it is likely that there were non-Jewish
elements in the city. It is inconceivable that a bright lad who lived within
walking distance of this flourishing city would not have visited it, and it is
reasonable to conclude that the city must have broadened Jesus’ education in
various directions, Jewish and Greco-Roman.
**********
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34. FIRST JEWISH REVOLT

Silver shekel of the First Jewish Revolt (66-70 AD). 22 mms diam. OBV: Omer cup.
Hebrew inscription reads, ‘Shekel of Israel’. Date in Hebrew above cup: year 3 (68/9
AD). REV: Sprig of 3 pomegranates. Hebrew inscription reads, ‘Jerusalem the Holy’.
MINT: Jerusalem. REF: Hendin 1361.

While Paul was on his missionary journeys converting the Gentiles the
Jewish Christians continued to worship in the Temple in Jerusalem as they
had always done. But life was becoming more difficult for the Jews under
the Roman governors, especially under Florus (64-66 AD). Because tax
payments were in arrears he seized a large sum from the Temple treasury and
brutally suppressed the riots that followed. In 66 AD Eleazar, the governor
of the Temple and son of a former high priest, took over the city and
slaughtered the Roman soldiers. General mayhem broke out with Jews being
massacred in Caesarea and Jews killing Greeks in Samaria and Galilee. The
Roman governor of Syria sent an army into Judaea but it was defeated by the
rebels. An independent Jewish government was formed and it issued its own
silver coinage. On the obverse was the Omer cup, which was made of gold
and held about a litre of ground grain. The Omer was the sacrifice of first
fruits and the cup was ‘waved’ in different directions by the Temple priest.
On the coin the date in Hebrew letters appears above the cup. Numbers from
1 to 5 occur. On the reverse there is a sprig of three pomegranates. Its
significance is unknown but one suggestion is that it represents the priest’s

staff. Pomegranates also adorned the high priest’s gown and embellished the
capitals of the two pillars in the façade of the Temple. Alarmed by the events
in Judaea Nero sent Vespasian, an experienced general, with an
expeditionary force of three legions. By 67 AD he had recaptured Galilee.
The rebels put up strong resistance but the various Jewish factions began to
fight among themselves. In 68 AD Nero committed suicide and Vespasian
was hailed as emperor. He returned to Rome leaving his son, Titus, to
capture Jerusalem, which he did in 70 AD after a long siege and furious
fighting in the city. The Temple was consumed by fire and large numbers of
prisoners were taken, many to be killed in the arenas in Rome. Before the
revolt the Jews had been respected by the Romans and their monotheistic
religion tolerated. After the revolt all this changed. Although the Christians
were neutral and played no part in the revolt the Romans scarcely
distinguished between Jews and Jewish Christians, and both were
discredited. On the other hand the Gentile Christians escaped this stigma.
Their communities persisted and grew as Christianity separated from
Judaism. Although Paul’s missionary endeavours had initial success the
Jewish Christians had been gaining ground, especially as they could claim to
be led by members of Jesus’ family. Hence it was not Paul who ensured the
survival of Christianity: it was the destruction of Jerusalem and with it the
Jewish Christian faith.
**********

A History of Christianity in Coins

35. VESPASIAN: DENARIUS

Silver denarius of Vespasian (69-79 AD). 20 mms diam. OBV: Laureate head of
Vespasian. Latin inscription: IMP CAESAR VESPASIANVS AVG (Emperor, Caesar,
Vespasian, Augustus). REV: Judaea, personified as a woman, sits mourning at the foot
of a trophy. Latin inscription: IVDAEA (Judaea). MINT: Rome. REF: RIC II 15.

Vespasian celebrated the Roman victory over the Jews in the First Jewish
War (66 -70 AD) by issuing a series of coins. They usually have the Latin
inscription IVDAEA CAPTA (Judaea captured) on the reverse, although the
coin shown has only IVDAEA. They were issued in gold, silver and bronze,
with various types on the reverse. On the coin shown, Judaea is personified
as a woman who sits on the ground at the foot of a trophy. Today a person
who wins a sporting competition is awarded a trophy of some sort and the
word is derived from a Greek word meaning ‘a turning’. In ancient times
when the outcome, or turning, of a battle was evident the victor would set up
on the battlefield a piece of timber upon which was suspended a suit of
enemy armour with shields and weapons. Often other booty was thrown at
the foot of the trophy along with bound captives. On the coin a destitute
Jewess sits mourning on the ground at the foot of such a trophy. What is
amazing about this picture is that it exactly fulfils a prophecy in the book of
the prophet Isaiah: ‘Your men will fall by the sword, your warriors in battle.
The gates of Zion will lament and mourn; destitute, she will sit on the
ground.’(Isaiah 3: 25, 26) On the obverse of the coin the portrait of

Vespasian shows him as he was, a sixty-year old, no-nonsense Roman
general. He had risen through the ranks, his only disgrace being when he fell
asleep during one of Nero’s musical performances in Greece. This was
understandable because although Nero was a devotee of the musical and
dramatic arts he was devoid of talent and his recitals were excruciatingly
long. Vespasian was a new kind of emperor, of middle-class background and
with wide experience of the provinces and the army. He gave the empire
stable and efficient government for a decade, and he was one of Rome’s
greatest builders. He began the building of the Colosseum, an enormous
amphitheatre on the site of Nero’s palace, using thousands of Jewish
prisoners to build it. He reconstructed the Capitol, which was the temple to
Jupiter that stood on a hill overlooking the Forum. The tax of two drachma
that the Jews had paid to the Temple in Jerusalem now went to the
Capitoline Jupiter. When Vespasian’s advance forces reached Rome in 69
AD the Capitol was destroyed by fire. The burning of this temple, most holy
to the Romans, was followed the next year by the burning of the Temple in
Jerusalem. There was nothing much left in Jerusalem after its destruction,
but it gradually became repopulated. Meanwhile the Christian communities
in cities such as Ephesus, Corinth and Rome were increasing.
**********
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36. VESPASIAN: SESTERTIUS

Brass sestertius of Vespasian (69-79 AD). 34 mms diam. OBV: Laureate head of
Vespasian. Latin inscription reads, ‘Emperor Caesar Vespasian Augustus, Pontifex
Maximus, with the tribunician power, Father of the Nation, Consul for the 3rd time.’
REV: A Jewess sits mourning beneath a palm tree, symbol of Judaea. To the left
Vespasian or Titus stands with his foot on a helmet. He holds a spear and a sword in its
scabbard. Latin inscription: IVDEA CAPTA (Judaea captured). Below: SC. MINT:
Rome. REF: Hendin 1543.

Unlike emperors such as Nero and Caligula Vespasian was an honest man.
Earlier in his career he had been governor of the province of Africa and
according to Suetonius, a 2nd century historian, his rule was characterized by
justice and dignity, except on one occasion when the citizens of one of the
cities rioted and pelted him with turnips. He was given the command of the
Roman legions sent to suppress the Jewish revolt that began in 66 AD. With
the help of his son, Titus, he was successful in this task, and in 69 he became
emperor. The coin shown was issued in 71 AD when Vespasian and Titus,
with his brother Domitian, celebrated their successful campaign with a
triumph, a victory parade in Rome. On the reverse of the coin Vespasian (or
Titus, who had destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD) stands proudly in military
dress with his foot on a helmet of the enemy. After the war there was a long
period of stability in the Roman Empire, and it was probably towards the
end of Vespasian’s reign, or a few years after, that John’s gospel was written.
It is hard to imagine that it would have been written during the war or in the

immediate post-war period when the effects of the war were being
experienced in Jewish and Christian circles. Some scholars favour an earlier
date because John does not seem aware of the other gospels or of the
destruction of the Temple. Although minted in Rome the coin could have
circulated in Ephesus where John probably wrote. In any case John’s gospel
is arguably the most influential book that has ever been written. Its stated
purpose is ‘that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.’(Jn 20:31)
It is very different from the other gospels. It is concerned with the meaning
of the Christ Event rather than with its historical development. Hence there
are seven discourses in which Jesus explains his relationship with his Father.
Also he has much to say about light, life and love. He told the people that he
was the light of the world. (Jn 8:12) Further in the gospel he says, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,
will live.” (Jn 11:25) To his disciples he says, “I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another.” (Jn 13:34) Even after almost two thousand years
Christians are still inspired and deeply affected by John’s gospel. How
different was its message from the warlike one on Vespasian’s coin!
**********
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37. TITUS

Brass sestertius of Titus (79-81 AD). 34 mms diam. OBV: Head of Titus. Latin
inscription reads, ‘Emperor, Titus, Caesar, Vespasian, Augustus, Pontifex Maximus, with
tribunician power, Father of the Nation, consul for the 8th time.’ REV: Pax stands
holding cornucopia and branch. Latin inscription: PAX AVGVST SC (The peace of the
Augustus, by decree of the Senate). MINT: Rome. REF: RIC II 94.

Titus was the eldest son of Vespasian and before his accession he had a
reputation as a libertine. He was also unpopular because of his love affair
with Bernice, who was the sister of King Agrippa II. When Agrippa’s father,
Agrippa I, died in 44 AD Agrippa was only 17 and the Romans considered
him too young to rule his father’s large kingdom. In 50 AD, however,
Claudius made Agrippa king of Chalcis, a territory north of the Sea of
Galilee. Subsequently he was given Galilee and other lands, but not Judaea.
He remained pro-Roman, even during the Jewish Revolt. In 59 AD he and
his sister interviewed Paul when he was imprisoned in Caesarea. Before this
royal pair Paul declared, “I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and
Moses said would happen – that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to
rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the
Gentiles.”(Acts 26:22b,23) The prophet Isaiah had spoken about the
Suffering Servant and in his first letter Peter refers to Christ in these terms (1
Peter 2:24). Jesus himself said that the Son of Man “must suffer many things
and be rejected by this generation.”(Lk 17:25) Concerning Agrippa and
Bernice it was rumoured that they were in an incestuous relationship, but

when Titus was in the east Bernice was his mistress. In 75 AD Agrippa and
Bernice went to Rome where she resumed the affair with Titus, but the
Romans had been against foreign queens ever since one of their favourite
sons, Mark Antony, had been destroyed by Cleopatra. Titus and Bernice
lived openly together until Vespasian ordered him to send her away. She
returned to Rome after Vespasian’s death but Titus would have nothing to do
with her. Two months after his accession the eruption of Vesuvius wiped out
the cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum. Titus was very generous and became
popular with the people. Although much of Pompeii remains to be excavated
no trace of any Christian community has been discovered. On the coin,
which was issued in 80 AD, Titus resembles his father and appears to be
rather obese, which is confirmed by the statues made of him at the time. On
the reverse Peace (Pax) is personified as a woman who holds an olive branch
(a symbol of peace) and a cornucopia (horn of plenty). This alludes to the
peace that existed in the Roman Empire following Titus’ suppression of the
Jewish Revolt in 70 AD. Titus was only 42 when he developed a fever and
died suddenly. He was subsequently deified by his brother, Domitian, who
succeeded him as emperor. Domitian also built the Arch of Titus, which still
stands in the Forum in Rome. It was dedicated by the Senate and people of
Rome to commemorate Titus’ deification.
**********
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38. PELLA

Bronze coin of the city of Pella, issued during the reign of Domitian (81 – 96 AD). 14
mms diam. OBV: Laureate head of Domitian. The Greek inscription means, ‘Emperor
Domitian Caesar’. REV: Date palm with 10 branches and 2 bunches of dates. The Greek
inscription means “of the people of Pella”. Date: LE MP (year 145 = 81 AD). MINT:
Pella in the Decapolis. REF: Like RPC II 2101.

Pella was one of the cities of the Decapolis, which was a confederation of
ten cities mostly in the area east of the Jordan River. In the century after
Alexander the Great Greeks migrated to the area where they founded new
cities or settled in old ones. Pella was one of the latter. Letters from the
prince of Pella to Pharaoh Akhenaton (c. 1350 BC) have been found among
the Amarna letters, and an Egyptian scroll from about 1900 BC records a
pharaoh’s curse on the city. The Greeks brought with them Hellenistic
culture and the cities were established as Greek cities. After the Maccabean
Revolt in the second century BC there were hostilities between the Jews and
these Hellenistic cities, and Alexander Jannaeus (103-76 BC) was able to
conquer some of them including Pella, which was situated just east of the
Jordan River, about a third of the way from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead
Sea. In 63 BC the Roman general Pompey liberated Pella from the Jews and
incorporated it into the Roman province of Syria. The coins of Pella are
dated from that time. So the date on this coin, which was issued in 81/2 AD,
is 145 (82 + 63). The ten branches of the palm tree may refer to the ten cities

of the Decapolis. Although Pella is not mentioned in the Bible the Decapolis
is. In Matthew 4:25 it is listed as one of the areas from which large crowds
came to Jesus when they heard that he was healing the sick. Mark 7:31-37
relates that Jesus went there and healed a deaf man. At least some of these
people must have been Gentiles. The 4th century historian, Eusebius, records
that even before the Jewish Revolt began in 66 AD the Jewish Christians in
Jerusalem had moved to Pella: ‘The whole body of the church at Jerusalem,
having been commanded by a divine revelation, given to men of approved
piety there before the war, moved from the city and dwelt at a certain town
beyond the Jordan called Pella.’ (HE 3.5.3) Their leader, James the brother
of Jesus, had been killed at the instigation of the high priest, Ananus, in
about 61 AD. Eusebius describes James as pious and constantly praying in
the Temple. Soon after his accession in 81 AD Domitian issued a series of
coins from Pella. At that time it was a substantial city, with a population no
doubt swollen by Jewish refugees. It is likely that some of the people who
handled this coin would have seen Jesus in Judaea or in the Decapolis. The
Christian community survived in Pella until after the Islamic conquest in 635
AD. It had a bishop, and a Byzantine cathedral was built in the 6th century.
In 749 AD there was a devastating earthquake and the city was not rebuilt.
Today it is a desolate area with a Muslim village situated near the extensive
ruins.
**********
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39. DOMITIAN

Bronze as of Domitian (81-96 AD). 29 mms diam. OBV: Head of Domitian. Latin
inscription reads, ‘Emperor, Caesar, Domitian, Augustus, Germanicus, Pontifex
Maximus, with tribunician power for the 8th time, Permanent Censor, Father of the
Nation.’ REV: Domitian sacrificing over an altar in front of a temple with 6 columns,
accompanied by a harpist and a flute player. Latin inscription reads, ‘Consul for the 14th
time. He conducted the Secular Games. By decree of the Senate.’ MINT: Rome. REF:
RIC 385(a).

Domitian was the younger son of Vespasian. He dispensed with the pretense
of ruling with the Senate and became a harsh autocrat. As a result he was
condemned by later Roman historians. He was, however, an able
administrator and like his father he was a great builder, erecting an
enormous palace on the Palatine Hill. He also restored the temple of Jupiter
Capitolinus that had again been damaged by fire in Titus’ reign. He was
popular with the soldiers whose basic pay he increased from 225 to 300
denarii a year, but he had a tendency to megalomania and insisted on being
addressed as ‘lord and god’. Towards the end of his reign he became
paranoid, executing senators in a reign of terror. A conspiracy resulted in his
being hacked to death in his bedroom. The apocalyptic book, Revelation,
was written during a time of persecution of Christians and scholars generally
consider that it was written during Domitian’s reign. Although the 4th
century historian, Eusebius, and others state that it was written at that time,
there is little evidence that Domitian persecuted Christians. Many scholars

also date the writing of the gospels of Matthew and Luke to this period.
Because they probably copied much of their information from Mark’s
gospel, the dating of his gospel is crucial. Some scholars argue that because
Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple (Mark 13:2) Mark must have
been writing after 70 AD, but Jesus is here standing in the line of prophets
such as Micah, who also predicted the destruction of the Temple (Micah
3:12). These scholars also point to Mark 13:14b, ‘Let those who are in
Judaea flee to the mountains.’ But such a warning would be typical of any
apocalyptic writing. In view of the great significance that the destruction of
Jerusalem must have had for Christians one would have expected much
more than this. Luke’s gospel was written as the first part of a work that
included Acts, and as the story in Acts finishes in 62 AD Luke/Acts must
have been written after that date but probably before 66 AD. The coin shows
the scene on the first day of the Secular Games in 88 AD when Domitian
sacrifices an animal to Jupiter. The flames of the fire on the altar can be
seen, as well as the libation bowl in Domitian’s hand. An eagle, the symbol
of Jupiter, is shown on the pediment of the temple in the background. The
games were called secular because they occurred once in a century (Latin:
saeculum). Music and singing were an important part of the ceremonies
which were conducted with great solemnity in order to invoke the blessing
of the gods upon Rome.
**********
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40. HADRIAN

Brass dupondius of Hadrian (117-138 AD). 25 mms diam. OBV: Radiate bust of
Hadrian. Latin inscription reads, ‘Emperor, Caesar, Trajan, Hadrian, Augustus, Pontifex
Maximus, with tribunician power, consul for the third time.’ REV: Virtus stands with her
foot on a helmet and holds a spear and a sword in a scabbard. Latin inscription: VIRTVTI
AVGVSTI (to the bravery of the Augustus). MINT: Rome. REF: RIC II 605.

Hadrian was a cultured man who concentrated his energies on administering
the empire. He gave the Roman world fifteen years of stability and good
government. Unlike other emperors he visited all parts of the empire to
inspect them for himself. One result of his visit to Britain was the
construction of Hadrian’s Wall to protect the province from barbarian raids.
He visited Athens three times because of his interest in Greek culture. When
he visited Egypt a tragic event occurred: being a homosexual he had become
very fond of a handsome youth named Antinous, and when he drowned in
the Nile in mysterious circumstances, Hadrian was grief-stricken. He built
the city of Antinoopolis at the site and coins bearing the image of the deified
youth were struck at many Greek cities in the empire. During Hadrian’s
reign the number of Christians increased and because they were intolerant of
the pagan deities many complaints were made against them to the provincial
governors including accusations of cannibalism (from misunderstandings
about the Eucharist). Although there is no extant copy of the letter that the
governor of Asia wrote to Hadrian about the Christians there, in his reply

Hadrian insisted that if a Christian is accused the nature of the charge should
be assessed and the person punished only if he has broken any law.
Moreover, if the accusation should prove to be false the accuser should be
punished. Justin, a Christian apologist writing about 160 AD, considered that
Hadrian’s letter saved the Christians from persecution. On the reverse of
Hadrian’s coin, which was issued in 123 AD, the virtus or bravery of the
emperor is personified as a woman holding a spear and a sword. She first
appears on coins in 68 AD and thereafter appears often. Other personified
qualities of the emperors that appear on coins include Pietas (devotion to
duty) and Honos (honour). But the important point is that the personification
of personal attributes in this way would have nurtured in the public mind a
basic concept of Christianity, that a human being has a soul. The prevailing
view in the Greco-Roman world was a very material one, and apart from
some Greek philosophers like Pythagoras and Plato few people believed that
human beings had souls. Although Hadrian was not a Christian he believed
that a human being had a soul and at the end of his life he composed a poem,
“O winsome wandering soul, guest and friend of the body, to what place
now are you going, stern, pale and empty?” A Christian would reply (in the
words of Katharina von Schlegel), “Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening
on when we shall be forever with the Lord.”
**********
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41. SECOND JEWISH REVOLT

Silver shekel (tetradrachm) issued in year 2 of the Second Jewish Revolt (132-135 AD).
26 mms diam. OBV: Façade of the Temple with the Ark of the Covenant inside. Hebrew
letters read, ‘Jerusalem.’ REV: Lulav with etrog on the left. Hebrew letters read, ‘Year
2 of the freedom of Israel.’ REF: Hendin 1387a.

When Hadrian toured Judaea in 130 AD he decided to rebuild Jerusalem in
the Hellenistic style and rename it Aelia Capitolina. The first part of this
name was derived from his own middle name, Aelius, and the second part
referred to the Capitol, the hill in Rome on which the temple of Jupiter
Capitolinus stood. The Jews throughout the empire had been restless ever
since the Temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed in 70 AD and minor
rebellions occurred from time to time, but a major revolt began in 132 AD,
probably in reaction to Hadrian’s ban on circumcision. When he included
circumcision with castration in his ban on mutilation of the human body
Hadrian may not have realized its importance for the Jews. In any case his
intention was not to provoke a rebellion. He was not a military man and he
left the suppression of the rebellion to his generals, but the war became so
serious that he visited the area in 134 AD and summoned his ablest general,
Julius Severus, the governor of Britain, with the Tenth Legion. The spiritual
leader of the revolt was Rabbi Akiba and the military leader was Simon Bar
Kosiba, also known as Simon Bar Kochba, which means ‘son of a star’. This
name was given to Simon by those, like Akiba, who considered him to be

the Messiah, and it referred to the prophecy, ‘A star shall come out of Jacob.’
(Numbers 24:17) The Christians, of course, did not take part in the revolt.
Severus gradually wore down the rebels and Bar Kochba was killed in 135
AD. Many thousands of soldiers died on both sides. After the war Bar
Kochba became a legendary figure for the Jews, like King Arthur for the
English; and it was a great surprise when Israeli archaeologists discovered a
number of his letters in a cave near the Dead Sea in 1952 and again in 1960.
On the coin issued in the second year of the revolt there is an image of the
Temple. Actually scholars do not agree on what it represents: the Temple
that was destroyed, the Temple that was to be built, or even the sacrarium of
a synagogue where the scrolls are kept. But what is the object in the centre?
It is usually considered to be the Ark of the Covenant, but another
suggestion is that it is the showbread table. On the reverse of the coin is a
lulav, which is a bundle of myrtle and willow tied around a palm frond. With
the etrog, a kind of lemon, it is waved during Sukkot, the Feast of Booths or
Tabernacles. This was a thanksgiving festival during which the Jews in Israel
built booths or huts ‘so that your generations may know that I made the
people of Israel live in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt:
I am the LORD your God.’(Leviticus 23: 43) By the time of the Second
Revolt the lulav had come to symbolize the Jewish hope that the Temple
would be rebuilt.
**********
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42. AELIA CAPITOLINA

Bronze coin of Aelia Capitolina (Jerusalem) issued by the Roman emperor, Hadrian
(117-138 AD). 25 x 29 mms. OBV: Bust of Hadrian. Latin inscription reads: ‘Emperor
Caesar Trajan Hadrian Augustus Father of the Nation.’ REV: Façade of a distyle
temple. Jupiter is seated with Minerva standing on his right and Juno on his left. Latin
inscription: COL [AEL KAP] (Colony Aelia Capitolina). MINT: Aelia Capitolina. REF:
Meshorer (Coinage of Aelia Capitolina) 1.

One of the causes of the Bar Kochba War (132-135 AD) was Hadrian’s
decision to found a pagan city on the ruins of Jerusalem and to erect a
temple to Jupiter there. Hadrian called the new city, Aelia Capitolina, and
issued coins to commemorate its founding. One shows a bull and a cow
pulling a plough guided by Hadrian, who is marking out the boundaries of
the colony. This was the Roman ceremony for founding a colony and it
probably took place about 130 AD. After the war the colony was settled by
veterans of the Tenth Legion. The coin on display was also issued by
Hadrian and it shows the temple that was to be built, but it is unlikely that it
was completed before the outbreak of the war. In the temple Jupiter sits
between his wife, Juno, and his daughter, Minerva. These three were
worshiped together on the Capitol in Rome and were known as the
Capitoline Triad. This Triad has been likened to the Christian Trinity: Jupiter
being the Father, Minerva being the Son/Daughter, and Juno being the Holy
Spirit. After the war Hadrian changed the name of Judaea to Palaestina

(Palestine), a name derived from the Philistines, a Greek people who had
inhabited the coast. Rabbi Akiba and the other scholars who had supported
the revolt were executed and Jews were forbidden to enter the city. The
practice of Judaism was outlawed, but it survived in areas away from
Jerusalem and focused on the synagogue and the study of the Hebrew
scriptures. Babylonia became an important centre of Judaism, as well as
Galilee where a new generation of rabbinical teachers emerged. There the
Romans allowed the moderate Pharisaic class to form a Jewish Council and
for its chairman to be called the Patriarch. The most famous of these was
Judah ha-Nasi who settled in Sepphoris and was traditionally regarded as the
chief editor of the Mishnah, a massive collection of Jewish traditions. His
grandson, Judah Nessiah moved to Tiberias in the third century. The Talmud
was a compilation of scholarly interpretations of the Mishnah and other
collections of oral laws. Two groups of Jewish scholars, one in Palestine and
the other in Babylonia, independently produced a Talmud. The Palestinian
Talmud was completed in about 400 AD and the Babylonian Talmud in
about 500 AD. Aelia Capitolina continued to issue coins until 251 AD when
the city began to decline following the transfer of the Roman legions to other
areas. One of the coins minted at Aelia Capitolina showed a pig, a symbol of
the Tenth Legion, but anathema to the Jews.
**********
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43. ASCALON: ANTONINUS PIUS

Bronze coin of Ascalon (Ashkelon) issued by Antoninus Pius (138-161AD). 24x28 mms.
OBV: Bust of Antoninus. Greek inscription reads, ‘Antoninus Augustus.’ REV: Derceto
stands holding a dove and a sceptre. She has a crescent on her head and below her a
Triton holds up a cornucopia. Greek inscription reads, ‘of the people of Ascalon.’ Date:
ENC (year 255 = 151 AD). MINT: Ascalon. REF: GIC 1508.

The long reign of the Roman emperor Antoninus Pius was a time of peace
and prosperity. The empire in the east was a world of city states where
Greco-Roman culture dominated. Ascalon was one of these. It had been a
city of the Philistines, the enemies of the ancient Israelites, and is mentioned
several times in the OT. After Alexander the Great the city enjoyed a degree
of autonomy and its coins are dated from 104 BC when Ptolemy IX rescued
it from domination by the Maccabean kings. It flourished in Roman times
but was uninhabited from the Crusades to modern times. Derceto was the
local goddess. She was apparently a form of the Syrian goddess, Atargatis,
who had assimilated features of Astarte and Asherah. Astarte was identified
with Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of female sexuality, whose symbol was a
dove. Asherah was a goddess of fertility. Derceto was part human and part
fish, reflecting the coastal aspect of the city. Her left leg extends into a fish’s
tail, not seen on this coin. On her forehead she wears a crescent indicating
that she is also a moon goddess. She is a good example of the syncretistic
tendency that prevailed in pagan religion at this time. Unlike the pagans the
Christians were intolerant of the other gods and much animosity developed
against them as a result. They were accused of ‘atheism’ and sometimes
dragged before the authorities. During Antoninus’ reign a number of

Christian apologists came forward. The most prominent of these was Justin,
who had converted to Christianity from paganism. From Ephesus he moved
to Rome and set up a school where he taught what was to become orthodox
Christian doctrine. Actually at this time Christianity consisted of a great
mixture of different understandings of what it was about. Earlier in the
century Marcion disregarded the god of the OT whom he considered cruel
and unloving and advocated that Christians should read only the letters of
Paul and Luke’s gospel. He held docetic views of Christ and was rejected by
the Christian community. Throughout this century Gnostic understandings of
Christianity were widespread. At the heart of Gnosticism was the idea that
salvation was attained through secret knowledge, and this knowledge
included the view that the individual human spirit was imprisoned in a world
that was evil and from which it must escape. Justin wrote against
Marcionism and Gnosticism as well as the prevailing Greco-Roman
philosophies. He addressed his first Apology to Antoninus Pius and stressed
that Reason (or the Logos, or the Word) “took shape, and became man, and
was called Jesus Christ.”
**********
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44. MARCUS AURELIUS

Silver denarius of Marcus Aurelius (161-180 AD). 19 mms diam. OBV: Head of Marcus
Aurelius. Latin inscription reads, ‘Marcus Antoninus Augustus Armeniacus Parthicus
Maximus.’ REV: Pax (Peace) stands holding an olive branch and a cornucopia. Latin
inscription reads, ‘With the tribunician power for the 20th time, Commander for the 4th
time, Consul for the 3rd time.’ Below: PAX. MINT: Rome. REF: RIC III 159.

The Roman emperor, Antoninus Pius, adopted Marcus Aurelius and Lucius
Verus, and after his death they became joint emperors. As a child Marcus
was taught by the leading philosophers of the day and became very
interested in Stoicism, later adopting the hardy lifestyle of a Stoic
philosopher. Unlike the peaceful reign of Antoninus serious problems
developed within a few years of the new emperors’ reign. The Parthians
invaded Armenia, defeated a Roman army, and pushed into Syria. In 162
Verus set out for the East and the Romans won a decisive victory that
resulted in the destruction of the Parthian capital, Ctesiphon, and peace in
the area for many years. On his return Verus insisted that Marcus share his
triumph and accept the titles, Armeniacus and Parthicus Maximus, which
appear in abbreviated form on the coin on display. On the reverse the figure
of Pax refers to this peace. Unfortunately when the legions returned to Rome
they brought with them the plague, which devastated Rome in 167. At the
same time the German barbarians were invading along the Danube frontier.
In 169 Verus died and Marcus became sole emperor. In 170 the Germans

invaded northern Italy and for most of the rest of his life Marcus was
campaigning with the army. It was during these campaigns that he wrote his
famous ‘Meditations’, in which he recorded his thoughts about life. They
reflect his bleak Stoicism but reveal a certain grandeur of spirit. In dealing
with the Christians he followed the procedure set by Trajan: those who
obstinately refused to recant were to be executed. In 165 Justin was
denounced by a pagan rival and when he refused to sacrifice to the gods he
was martyred. Henceforth he was called Justin Martyr. In Lyons in 177 the
Roman governor sought Marcus’ instructions and as a result 48 Christians
were martyred. Nevertheless there is much wisdom in the ‘Meditations’. In
one passage (2:1), he writes that people do not understand the nature of good
and evil, that there is something intrinsically mean about evil and something
intrinsically noble about good. This reveals an insight that goes beyond manmade or even God-made laws (although ultimately it is God who gives
humans the ability to discern these qualities). He believed that the universe
formed a harmony governed by a supreme ruler, but he did not conceive that
ruler in personal terms. He said that Reason was our guide and ruler (9:15).
Stoicism greatly influenced Christian theology, which assumed such Stoic
terms as logos (meaning ‘word’ or ‘reason’) and pneuma (meaning ‘wind’ or
‘spirit’). When Saint Paul was in Athens he even quoted the Stoic
philosopher, Cleanthes: “We are His offspring.”
**********
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45. COMMODUS

Silver denarius of Commodus (180-192 AD). 17 mms diam. OBV: Head of Commodus
wearing lion skin. Latin inscription reads, ‘Lucius Aelius Aurelius Commodus
Augustus’. REV: A club in a wreath. Latin inscription reads, ‘To Augustus, the Roman
Hercules’. MINT: Rome. REF: RIC III 251.

Only once before had the biological son of an emperor succeeded his father,
but this time it was a disaster. Weak and dissolute in character Commodus
was an unworthy son to the noble Marcus Aurelius. In his defence it could
be said that in Commodus there was an element of mental illness, which
became more obvious as time went by. It was of a delusional nature because
he came to believe that he was Hercules (Greek: Heracles). On public
occasions he would appear dressed as the Greek hero wearing a lion skin and
holding a club. He would fight gladiators in the Colosseum and as Hercules
Venator (the hunter) kill wild animals in the arena. Needless to say, several
attempts were made to assassinate him, the last being successful. In the year
of his death he issued the coin on display. On the obverse he appears as
Hercules, wearing the head of a lion as a headdress because in one of
Hercules’ mythic adventures he killed a lion. On the reverse there is a
victory wreath with Hercules’ club inside and a dedication to Commodus as
the Roman Hercules, his official title. Although Commodus’ story is bizarre,
mythical heroes like Hercules enjoyed widespread popularity throughout the
empire. They were idealized men who acted as intermediaries between

human beings and the gods, and great devotion was shown to them. The cult
of the heroes was a major competitor with Christianity in these early
centuries, and it was overcome by portraying Christ as a hero. The idea of
‘Christus Victor’, that Christ conquers evil in all its forms, was a basic
Christian concept, but towards the end of the Middle Ages it was displaced
by other understandings of the work of Christ. Alongside the development of
this popular understanding of Christ as conqueror, the orthodox form of
Christianity was emerging victorious over the various other forms of
Christianity that existed in the 2nd century. This victory was in part due to
adherence to the hierarchical structure that had developed in the church. This
episcopal organization guarded tradition rather than favour speculative
thinking. The victory was also due to apologists like Justin Martyr who
explained Christian doctrine in ways that people could understand. His
martyrdom also helped. In 178 AD Irenaeus took over from the martyred
bishop of Lyons and became the first major Christian theologian. He
opposed Gnosticism by emphasizing the traditional elements in the church,
especially the episcopacy and the church’s scriptural heritage. By the end of
the century a list of New Testament writings acceptable to the church had
been drawn up. It is known as the Muratorian Canon after Lodovico
Muratori who discovered it in an 8th century manuscript in Milan about
1740. It is very similar to that used today.
**********
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46. CARACALLA

Bronze medallion issued from 215 to 217 AD by the general Attalus to commemorate the
visit of the Roman emperor to Pergamum in 214 AD. 44 mms diam. OBV: Bust of
Caracalla. On his breastplate is the Gorgoneion (head of Medusa). Wreath countermark to
right. Greek inscription reads, ‘Emperor Caesar Marcus Aurelius Antoninus.’ REV:
Caracalla on horseback waving to the crowd on his entry to Pergamum. Behind him a
soldier salutes. To the right a statue of Asklepios (Latin: Aesculapius) stands on a
column. Greek inscription reads, ‘In the time of the general Marcus Caerelius Attalus. Of
the people of Pergamum, the first of the temple keepers.’ MINT: Pergamum (Greek
Pergamon). REF: BMC 321, c/m Howgego 480.

Caracalla must have suffered from some ailment because he made a special
trip to the temple of Asklepios, the god of medicine, in Pergamum. His
nick-name ‘Caracalla’ was derived from the long Gallic tunic that he wore,
but he was a cruel ruler, hated by his subjects and assassinated in 217 AD.
Temples of Asklepios existed throughout the empire, the most famous being
at Epidaurus in the Peloponnese and at Pergamum in Asia Minor. They
attracted large crowds, especially those seeking cure of some ailment. The
usual procedure was for the patient to sleep in the temple where there were
live snakes. Snakes were associated with curing illness because it was
thought that their poisonous bite gave them power over life and death, and
by shedding their skin they could resurrect themselves. Asklepios was
usually portrayed leaning on a snake-entwined staff. There must have been

some connection between Asklepios and Moses who made a bronze snake
and put it on a pole. Whenever an Israelite was bitten by a snake he would
look at the bronze snake and live. (Num. 21:9) Jesus likened himself to that
snake: “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man
must be lifted up.” (John 3:14) The cult of Asklepios was a major
competitor with Christianity in these early centuries, and it was overcome by
promoting Jesus as ‘Christus Medicus’, Christ the Healer. The term
‘Christus Medicus’ occurs frequently in early Christian writings. Origen,
writing about 230 AD, often used it, as did Augustine of Hippo about 400
AD. Augustine stressed that Christ heals both body and soul. Use of the term
faded out in the Middle Ages. During Caracalla’s reign, Tertullian, an
important Christian writer, was defending the Church. He advocated
separation from pagan society and held Greek philosophy in disdain. He
once asked, “What has Athens to do with Jerusalem?” Another of his
memorable statements was that the blood of the martyrs was the seed of the
Church. In later life he converted to Montanism, a prophetic and Spirit-filled
movement founded by Montanus, a preacher from Phrygia. Although these
medallions were produced to commemorate Caracalla’s visit to Pergamum it
has been suggested that they were countermarked before being handed out
during games held by the emperor Elagabalus (218-222 AD) who had
adopted Caracalla’s name, Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. Unlike Marcus
Aurelius and Antoninus Pius, Caracalla was sick in body and mind.
**********
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47. PISIDIAN ANTIOCH

Bronze coin of the Roman emperor Gordian III (238-244 AD), issued at Pisidian
Antioch. 34 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Gordian III. Latin inscription reads, ‘Emperor
Caesar Marcus Antoninus Gordianus Augustus.’ REV: She-wolf suckling Romulus and
Remus. Below: SR (Senatus Romanus = Roman Senate). Latin inscription reads,
‘Colonia Caesareia Antiocheia.’ MINT: Pisidian Antioch. REF: BMC 104.

Pisidian Antioch, a town in the mountains of south-western Asia Minor, was
of great significance for Christianity because it was the place where Paul
first preached to the Gentiles. Paul was on his first missionary journey and
arrived in the town about 48 AD. He went to the synagogue and spoke about
Jesus. He quoted Habakkuk 1:5, where the Lord says, “I am going to do
something in your days that you would not believe even if you were told.” A
week later almost the whole town gathered to hear him, but the Jews were
jealous and abused him. Paul said to them, “We had to speak the word of
God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy
of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles.” (Acts 13:46) The town had a
large Gentile population, mostly veterans of the Roman army. It was in fact a
Roman colony that had been founded by Augustus in about 20 BC.
Originally the city had been one of the many Antiochs founded by Seleukos
I (312-280 BC) or his son Antiochos I. Although it was called Pisidian
Antioch it was not actually in Pisidia but in the eastern part of Phrygia. The
geographer Strabo (64 BC-24 AD) called it ‘Antioch towards Pisidia’ to
distinguish it from another Antioch. Today it is a lonely, windswept plateau

with few remains to attest to its former glory. When Paul was in the town
there was a temple to Augustus whose cult was widespread in the east
following his deification in 14 AD. There was also a temple to the local male
god, Mên, but the principal deity of Anatolia was the Great Mother, who was
to the Phrygian people the true embodiment of the divine nature. One of her
manifestations was Cybele, a goddess of fertility. Nowadays groups of
Christian tourists visit the site and see the ruins of a church that dates from
the beginning of the 3rd century. It was built on the foundations of a
synagogue and dedicated to Paul. Engraved on the stone font are a cross and
the words, Hagios Paulos (Saint Paul). Members of its congregation might
have handled the coin on display. It shows the legend about the foundation
of Rome: the infant twin brothers, Romulus and Remus, had been left to die
by their uncle but a she-wolf suckled them and Romulus became the founder
of Rome. Gordian, the emperor on the coin, was only 13 when the Praetorian
Guard made him emperor. He was the grandson of a previous emperor and
although not a Christian he was a likeable lad, always smiling as on the coin.
When he was 19 the Praetorian commander, Philip the Arab, fomented
mutiny among the troops, but Gordian called upon them to choose between
himself and Philip. This brave gamble failed and he was killed.
**********
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48. TRAJAN DECIUS

Bronze sestertius of the Roman emperor Trajan Decius (249-251 AD). 27x30 mms diam.
OBV: Bust of Trajan Decius. Latin inscription reads ‘to Emperor Caesar Gaius Messius
Quintus Decius Trajan Augustus.’ REV: The goddess Victory holds a wreath and a
palm. Latin inscription: VICTORIA AVG SC (Victory of the Augustus. By decree of
the Senate). MINT: Rome. REF: RIC IV 108a.

Although born in the Balkans Decius became a consul and eventually prefect
of Rome. Much of his success was due to his marriage to a woman from a
noble Etruscan family and he promoted traditional Roman values. He
adopted the name, Trajan, after the famous emperor, and issued a series of
coins honouring previous deified emperors. He ordered all citizens of the
empire to make pagan sacrifices for the emperor’s well-being. Those who
refused risked torture and execution. One who refused was the elderly
theologian, Origen, who was put in chains with an iron collar around his
neck and tortured. Origen had produced a large amount of scholarly
Christian literature including ‘On First Principles’, in which he dealt with a
range of doctrinal issues. His philosophical speculations, however, caused
him to be treated with suspicion by the Christian authorities. He must have
been a compassionate man because he believed that all creation, including
the devil, would be saved because the love of God was so strong that it
would eventually triumph over all beings, who would finally freely choose
to love God. The idea that even the devil would be saved was shocking to

later Christian thinkers. In his doctrine of redemption Origen drew on the
prevailing Christian understanding that Christ was victorious (Christus
Victor) over the wicked spiritual powers. This understanding dominated
Christian thinking throughout the Middle Ages. As a Biblical scholar he
produced the ‘Hexapla’ in which the Hebrew text of the Old Testament was
written alongside the Septuagint and several other Greek versions. His
treatises ‘On Prayer’ and ‘Exhortation to Martyrdom’ reveal his saintly
spirituality and fervent faith and were much read in antiquity. But Origen
was not martyred, unlike Pope Fabianus at Rome who with many others
refused to sacrifice. Anti-Christian riots at Carthage and Alexandria resulted
in many Christians being killed. On the reverse of the coin the winged
goddess, Victory, hurries to place a wreath on the head of Decius. Although
he had defeated the previous emperor in battle and had initial success against
the Goths, he and his teenage son with most of their army were killed by the
Goths in one of the greatest defeats in Roman history at Abrittus just south
of the lower Danube. He was the first emperor to be killed by foreigners.
Christians saw this as divine punishment and thereafter the message on this
coin, which of course continued to circulate, was seen to be blatantly false.
In the 4th century Lactantius wrote ‘De Mortibus Persecutorum’ in which he
described the deaths of the persecutors and pointed out that persecutors
suffer.
**********
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49. VALERIAN

Debased silver antoninianus of the Roman Emperor Valerian (253-260 AD). 22 mms
diam. OBV: Radiate bust of Valerian. Latin inscription reads, ‘Emperor Caesar Publius
Licinius Valerianus, dutiful, blessed Augustus’. REV: Valerian and his son, Gallienus,
stand facing each other. Valerian holds a globe and a sceptre. Gallienus holds a spear and
the tiny figure of the goddess Victory, who holds up a wreath. Latin inscription:
VIRTVS AVGG (The bravery of the Augusti). MINT: Antioch. REF: RIC V 293.

Initially Valerian was tolerant of the Christians but in 257 AD his policy
changed. Christianity had been gaining converts and the emperor as Pontifex
Maximus was confronted with a rival religious organization growing in
authority. Cyprian, the bishop of Carthage, was convicted as a ‘ringleader in
these infamous crimes’ and beheaded. He had been more of a pastor than a
theologian and tended to equate the Church with the bishops. Although
Trajan Decius had legislated only against those who refused to sacrifice
Valerian legislated specifically against Christians. He felt he needed the
wholehearted support of all his subjects because it was a difficult time for
the empire. A plague had caused much devastation and was blamed on the
Christians. The financial situation had deteriorated and the antoninianus, the
coin that had been introduced by Caracalla and named after him, was
reduced in silver content from 50% to just a few percent. The Sasanian
empire had replaced the Parthian empire in the East and the aggressive
emperor, Shapur I, had invaded Syria. Valerian restored some order in the

eastern provinces but was captured by Shapur. This gave the Christians a
reprieve from persecution because Valerian was succeeded by his son,
Gallienus, who was not anti-Christian. On the coin Valerian holds a globe. It
might represent the world, or perhaps the cosmos. Generally in ancient times
the cosmos was imagined to consist of three levels with the flat earth in the
middle and the gods in human form on the upper level. The discovery that
the world was a globe is credited to the Greek philosopher, Pythagoras (6th
century BC), and in the 3rd century BC, Eratosthenes, the librarian at
Alexandria, actually calculated the circumference of the world with
remarkable accuracy. Educated people knew that the old three-story universe
was false. This opened the way for a new understanding of God, that he did
not sit on a throne a few thousand feet up in the sky, but was an immaterial
unity. This correlated with Platonic thought, which at this time was
championed by Plotinus (205-270 AD) whose philosophical system, known
as Neoplatonism, was very influential even with Christian philosophers. It
supported Jesus’ statement that God is spirit and his worshippers must
worship in spirit and truth. (John 4:24) It enabled Origen to think in spiritual
terms and propose that the Son was generated by the Father. It led to the
Christian doctrine of the Trinity.
**********
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50. DIOCLETIAN

Bronze follis of the Roman emperor Diocletian (284-305 AD). 25 mms diam. OBV:
Head of Diocletian. Latin inscription reads, ‘Emperor Caesar Diocletian, dutiful and
blessed, Augustus.’ REV: The Genius (spirit) of the Roman people stands with a
cornucopia on his left arm and holds out a patera (libation bowl). There is a modius on
his head. XXI to the left and B (2nd workshop) to the right. Latin inscription: GENIO
POPVLI ROMANI (To the Genius of the Roman People). Below: ALE (Alexandria).
MINT: Alexandria. REF: RIC VI 30a.

Diocletian had risen through the ranks of the army and was proclaimed
emperor by the troops. He chose a fellow general, Maximianus, to rule the
western part of the empire. They promoted themselves as Jupiter (Jove) and
Hercules, with Diocletian being the senior, paternal figure and Maximianus,
his agent who conquers evil in the world. Diocletian adopted the title
‘Jovius’, and Maximianus, the title ‘Herculius’. Images of these gods appear
frequently on their coins. Jupiter was the father of the gods and Hercules
was a hero, the son of Jupiter and a mortal woman. On the coins of
Maximianus, Hercules appears with the inscription ‘to Hercules Victor’. The
Christians countered the cult of the hero with the idea of ‘Christus Victor’,
that Christ conquers evil in all its forms. This idea dominated the viewpoint
of the ancient church in regard to the meaning of the work of Christ. It is
summarized in 1 John 3:8, ‘The reason the Son of God appeared was to
destroy the works of the devil.’ There was, of course, no devil in Greco-

Roman religion. The Three Fates wove the tapestry of life’s events. The
concept of an evil being opposed to God came from Persia and provided a
new understanding of salvation. The concept spread with Christianity, and
Paul informed the Ephesians that their struggle was against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places. (Eph. 6:12) When in 303 AD
Diocletian and Galerius, his deputy in the east, decided to rid the empire of
Christianity they must have seemed to the Christians to be the earthly
representatives of those evil forces. They ordered all Christians to sacrifice
to the gods on pain of death. Diocletian’s intention was to revive the
traditional values and religion of Rome. On the coin shown, the spirit of the
Roman people is personified as a naked young man, and the modius and
cornucopia are symbols of prosperity. The man represents all the traditions
of ancient Rome and holds out a libation bowl because he is sacrificing to
the gods. On some of these coins liquid is shown pouring out of the bowl.
The coin acted as a how-to-do-it diagram for those called upon to perform
the sacrifice. All the Christians had to do was pour out the liquid, but many
refused. What followed has been called the Great Persecution because
thousands of Christians were killed, especially in Alexandria where this coin
was minted. But the Christians had already won the battle because the
Decian persecution had been the real testing point. The organization of the
church and its martyr tradition carried it on into the 4th century, the Age of
Constantine.
**********
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51. CONSTANTINE THE GREAT

Bronze follis of the emperor Constantine I (306-337 AD), issued in 317 AD. 19 mms
diam.
OBV: Bust of Constantine. Latin inscription: CONSTANTINVS PF AVG
(Constantine, dutiful, blessed, Augustus). REV: The radiate sun god, Sol, holds a globe
in his left hand and raises his right hand. Latin inscription: SOLI INVICTO COMITI (to
the Unconquered Sun, Comrade). T and F in fields. Below: BTR (2nd workshop in
Trier). MINT: Trier (a city in southwestern Germany). REF: RIC VII 135.

Constantine was the son of Constantius, a successful general, who had
reconquered Britain after rebel Roman generals had detached it from the
empire. Constantius became the western Augustus on the abdication of
Maximian in 305, and when Constantius died at York in 306 Constantine
succeeded him. In the east Diocletian also abdicated in 305 and Galerius
became the eastern Augustus. Galerius was a persecutor of Christians but
just before his death in 311 he issued an edict of toleration. Constantine
invaded Italy and defeated Maxentius, the son of Maximian and son-in-law
of Galerius, at the battle of the Milvian Bridge near Rome in 312.
Constantine claimed to have seen a cross in the sky before the battle and
been converted to Christianity. According to Lactantius, a contemporary
historian, he had the Chi-Rho monogram of Christ painted on his soldiers’
shields. In 313 Constantine and Licinius, who had become the eastern
Augustus, issued the Edict of Milan granting universal toleration.

Constantine subsequently defeated Licinius and ruled the whole empire. He
favoured Christianity which rapidly became the dominant religion, but
whether he genuinely became a Christian or just used Christianity for his
own purposes has been much debated. In 325 at Nicaea he summoned the
first ecumenical council of the church, which decreed that Christ was of the
same essence as God the Father. Until 321, however, Constantine continued
to show the sun god on his coins. The cult of Sol Invictus (the Unconquered
Sun) was brought to Rome in about 200 after Roman victories in the east,
and although it lapsed after the death of Elagabalus in 222 it became popular
again after 270. It seems that Constantine did not abandon the sun god, nor
did many Christians. For them Christianity was combined with worship of
the sun. In a sermon by Pope Leo in 450 he rebukes his congregation for
paying homage to the sun before entering St Peter’s Basilica. The birthday of
the sun became Christmas Day. The inscription on the coin is usually taken
to mean that Sol Invictus is the comrade of the emperor, but the cult of the
sun god had been combined with that of Mithras, a god who had also come
from the east, and they were worshipped as a divine couple. So by calling
himself the Comrade of Sol Invictus, Constantine was implying that he was
Mithras or the representative of Mithras. Mithraism was a mystery religion
for men only, and it was particularly popular with the Roman soldiers.
Probably about 320 Constantine switched his allegiance and began to think
of himself as the representative of Christ.
**********
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52. CONSTANTIUS II

Bronze coin of the emperor Constantius II (337-361 AD). 21 mms diam. OBV: Bust of
Constantius II. Latin inscription reads, ‘Our Lord Constantius, Dutiful and Blessed,
Augustus.’ A to left and star to right. REV: Emperor being crowned by the goddess
Victory. He holds a spear and a standard bearing the Chi-Rho monogram of Christ. Latin
inscription: HOC SIGNO VICTOR ERIS (In this sign you will be the victor). A to left.
Below: BSIS. MINT: Siscia (modern Sisak in Croatia). REF: RIC VIII 286.

Constantius was the middle son of Constantine I and his second wife,
Fausta. The other sons were Constantine II and Constans. From his first
marriage there was another son, Crispus, who was Constantine’s eldest son.
Crispus was a capable young man and won a naval battle in the war between
Constantine and Licinius, but he was executed in 326 on the orders of his
father. The exact nature of his offence is unknown, but it is likely that his
stepmother had made a false accusation against him, perhaps that he had
made sexual advances towards her. In any case Constantine later ordered
that she also be executed. He may have realized that she had caused the
death of Crispus in order to clear the path of succession for her own sons.
When Constantine died in 337 the empire was divided between his three
sons. Constantine II received Spain, Gaul and Britain. Constans received
Italy, Africa and the Balkans, though in 339 he surrendered Constantinople
to Constantius II, who had received the eastern part of the empire. In 340
Constantine II invaded Italy but was killed in an ambush, which left
Constans the ruler of the western part of the empire; but in 350 Magnentius,

a Roman general, rebelled and Constans was murdered. In 351 Constantius
II defeated Magnentius who fled to Gaul. On the reverse of his coin
Constantius II holds a standard that displays the Chi-Rho monogram of
Christ. The inscription on the coin, ‘In this sign you will be the victor’, is
similar to the words, ‘In this sign conquer’, which according to the 5th
century historian, Sozomen, Constantine heard before the battle of the
Milvian Bridge, and must refer to Constantine’s experience. The preposition
‘in’ is implied in the case ending of SIGNO, but if ‘in’ is added, the result is
IN HOC SIGNO, and the initial letters of each word, IHS, form the first
syllable of IHSOUS, which is ‘Jesus’ in Greek. IHS is often seen today as a
symbol of Jesus but originally it might have referred to Constantine.
Constantius II was an Arian, a follower of Arius, who taught that the Son
was subordinate to the Father and not fully divine. Although the Council of
Nicaea had condemned Arius his views were still widely held and
Constantius exiled Athanasius, the anti-Arian bishop of Alexandria, to Gaul.
The anti-Arian Constans insisted on his being restored to his see and
Constantius allowed him to return. Athanasius was very influential in the
formation of Christian doctrine. He defended the true divinity of the Son and
understood God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He published a list of books
acceptable to the Church, thus stabilizing the NT canon.
**********
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53. AKSUM

Gold coin of Ezanas (330-360 AD), king of Aksum (Axum). 17 mms diam. OBV:
Crowned bust of Ezanas. Ear of grain on either side. The Greek inscription means “Ezana
King”. REV: Bust of man wearing head-cloth and holding branch. Ear of grain on either
side. The Greek inscription starts at 3 o’clock and means “of the Aksumites, man of
Alen”. MINT: Aksum. REF: M-H J-J 49.

Aksum was a kingdom in northern Ethiopia. The conversion of an Ethiopian
man is recounted in Acts 8:26-40, but at that time the name ‘Ethiopia’
referred to what is now Sudan and its capital was Meroe. In the story the
man is reading Chapter 53 in the book of Isaiah about the ‘Suffering
Servant’. Christians believe that this chapter refers to Jesus, but the
Ethiopian did not understand it. Prompted by the Holy Spirit the evangelist
Philip went to him and explained it. The sentence, ‘He was led like a sheep
to the slaughter’ (Isa 53:7), was the basis of John the Baptist’s name for
Jesus, ‘The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.’ (Jn 1:29)
But the whole of the chapter refers to Jesus and allusions to it are made
throughout the NT. Jesus himself believed that he was the Suffering Servant
and ‘must suffer much and be rejected.’(Mk 9:12b) He said that what was
written about him by Isaiah was reaching its fulfillment. (Lk 22:37)
According to Irenaeus the Ethiopian became a missionary, but there is no
record of a church in that part of Africa before the 4th century. In that century
Ezanas, the king of Aksum, sacked Meroe and its kingdom came to an end.

Ezanas was converted to Christianity, which he made the official religion of
Aksum. The story of his conversion begins with two Christian lads from
Tyre, Frumentius and Aedesius, who were captured and taken to the court of
Ezanas. They were eventually freed and Aedesius returned to Tyre but
Frumentius went to Alexandria to ask Athanasius to send a bishop to Aksum.
Athanasius chose Frumentius and when the saint returned ‘apostolic signs
accompanied his ministry and great numbers of heathen were won to the
faith.’(Rufinus) Ezanas issued coins with a cross above his head. Although
the kings of Armenia were the first to make Christianity the official religion
of the state, Ezanas was the first to put a cross, as a Christian symbol, on
coins. In 356 the Roman emperor, Constantius II, wrote to Ezanas in an
unsuccessful attempt to subordinate Frumentius to the Arian bishop he had
appointed in Alexandria. On Ezanas’ coin the bust on the reverse may be
another portrait of Ezanas, perhaps in a sacred role. On another Aksumite
coin issued in 450 there appears in the native Ge‘ez language, ‘By this cross
you will conquer’, which is similar to the inscription on the coin of
Constantius II. With the rise of Islam in the 7th century Aksum declined, and
isolated from the rest of Christianity the church began to assimilate
indigenous and Judaic elements. It survives to this day and as the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church it became independent in 1959 when its Patriarch was no
longer appointed by the Coptic Patriarch in Egypt.
**********
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54. MAGNENTIUS

Bronze double cententionalis of Magnentius (350-353 AD). 24 mms diam. OBV: Bust
of Magnentius. Latin inscription reads, ‘Our Lord Magnentius, Dutiful and Blessed,
Augustus.’ REV: Chi-Rho monogram. Alpha to left and Omega to right. Latin
inscription reads, ‘The well-being of our Lords, the Augustus and the Caesar.’ MINT:
Amiens or Trier. REF: RIC VIII 34 (Amiens).

Magnentius was one of the leading generals of Constans who was sole ruler
of the western empire after defeating Constantine II. Constans was an
orthodox Christian, which meant that he disagreed with Arius who taught
that the Son was not co-eternal with the Father and therefore not fully
divine. Constans gained support in the west for his opposition to Arianism,
but he was unpopular with the troops. Magnentius rebelled and Constans
was killed. At the time Constantius II was in the east fighting the Sasanians.
Magnentius appointed his relative, Decentius, as Caesar to defend the Rhine
frontier, and the inscription on the coin refers to the well-being of
Magnentius and Decentius. On the coin there is the Chi-Rho monogram of
Christ. It is flanked by A, the first letter in the Greek alphabet, and by a form
of omega, the last letter in the Greek alphabet. These two letters refer to
God’s words in Revelation 1:8, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” In the
monogram the Greek X (Chi) is equivalent to CH, and the Greek P (Rho) is
equivalent to R; and the monogram is formed by placing the P over the X.
This equals CHR, the first three letters in CHRISTOS (Christ). It is the
monogram that Lactantius stated was painted on the shields of Constantine’s

soldiers before the battle of the Milvian Bridge in 312. Although it soon
came to be a Christian symbol it was probably originally a personal symbol
of Constantine. It first appears on a coin of Constantine where it is at the top
of a standard called the labarum, a word of unknown origin. There the
monogram could be viewed from the front or the back, in which case the
loop on the P could face either way. Thus the monogram could originally
have been a sun symbol (sun wheel) with C (for Constantine) at the top. An
alternative explanation is based on the probability that Constantine was
involved in the cult of Sol Invictus Mithras. He would have held the highest
rank, called Pater (Father), and the star sign of this rank was Saturn, the
highest visible planet. Thus the monogram was P (for Pater) placed over a
star symbol (for Saturn). In any case, by 350 the symbol was recognized as a
Christian one and Magnentius put it on his coin to gain support from the
Christians in his realm. It might also have incited them against the Arian
Constantius. In 351 a great battle occurred between the armies of
Magnentius and Constantius at Mursa in Slavonia. About 55,000 soldiers
died and Magnentius was the loser. He fled to Gaul where he committed
suicide. It was during the reign of Constantius II that Ulfilas, the Apostle of
the Goths, converted the barbarian Gothic tribes, but it was to Arian
Christianity that they were converted.
**********
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55. JULIAN II

Bronze coin of the Roman emperor Julian II (360-363 AD). 26 mms diam. OBV: Bust of
Julian II. Latin inscription: D N FL CL IVLIANVS P F AVG (Our Lord, Flavius
Claudius Julianus, Dutiful and Blessed, Augustus). REV: A bull stands with two stars
above. Latin inscription: SECVRITAS REIPVB (The safety of the state). Below: ANTA
between branches. MINT: Antioch on the Orontes. REF: RIC VIII 216.

Julian II was the nephew of Constantine the Great. He married Helena, the
sister of Constantius II. This Helena should not be confused with Helena, the
mother of Constantine, who had converted to Christianity and visited the
Holy Land where she discovered what was believed to be the True Cross on
which Jesus was crucified. In 355 Constantius gave Julian the rank of Caesar
and appointed him governor of Gaul where he campaigned successfully
against the barbarians. In 360 his troops proclaimed him emperor, and when
Constantius died in 361 he was sole ruler of the empire. Julian’s attitude to
religion was influenced by his early experience. When Constantine died in
337 his sons exterminated nearly every member of Julian’s branch of the
family. He was spared because he was only five, but the murderous
behaviour of Constantine’s sons showed Julian that many people were
Christians in name only. He received a Classical education at Constantinople
and was then sent to a remote fortress in Cappadocia where he spent six
years receiving Christian indoctrination, but his interest in Classical culture
persisted. He intended to further his studies at Athens when Constantius
appointed him Caesar. He was intelligent and scholarly, and in later years

wrote various literary compositions, some of which are still extant. Under
the influence of Neoplatonist philosophers Julian converted to paganism. He
believed in a supreme being whom he identified with the sun. He realized
that much of the success of Christianity was because it was supported by the
government. He stopped this support and prohibited many pro-Christian
activities. Although his policy was pro-pagan it was not repressive of other
religions. He was not a persecutor like Valerian or Galerius. Rather he
discouraged Christianity, and it has been said that if he had ruled for longer
his light-handed approach might have succeeded. But by this time people
had lost interest in Greco-Roman religion. So when Julian visited the famous
temple of Apollo at Daphne near Antioch all that the old priest could find for
the emperor to sacrifice was a goose in his backyard. On his coin there is a
bull, but its significance is unknown. Was it the Apis bull of Egypt or did it
represent the Anatolian god, Mên? What is the significance of the two stars?
Whatever it all meant the people of Antioch did not like it, and the 5th
century historian, Socrates, recorded that the people of Antioch rioted when
they saw this coin. There was much to admire about Julian who was a
philosopher-emperor like Marcus Aurelius, but he was not in tune with the
ordinary people who by this time preferred the Galilean Redeemer to the
ancient gods.
**********
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56. VALENS

Gold solidus of the emperor Valens (364-378 AD). 21 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Valens.
Latin inscription: DN VALENS PER F AVG (Our Lord Valens, Always Blessed,
Augustus). REV: Valens holds Victory on a globe in his left hand and a standard in his
right hand. Latin inscription; RESTITVTOR REIPVBLICAE (Restorer of the State).
Below: ANT A. MINT: Antioch on the Orontes. REF: RIC IX 2d.

When Julian was killed on a campaign in Mesopotamia the captain of the
imperial guard, Jovian, was proclaimed emperor. He retreated to Antioch
where he rescinded Julian’s pro-pagan laws. Following Jovian’s accidental
death the empire became permanently separated into eastern and western
divisions. This occurred because the armies of Gaul, which had supported
Julian, could no longer co-operate with the eastern armies, which had served
under Constantius II, and they were unable to agree on Jovian’s successor. It
was decided that each division would have an emperor. Valentinian, a
Christian general, was chosen to be the western emperor, and he chose his
brother, Valens, to be the eastern emperor. Valens spent much of his time
campaigning against the Goths on the Danube frontier. In 376 the Visigoths,
hard pressed by the Huns, sought Valens’ permission to cross the Danube
and settle peacefully in Roman territory. Valens allowed them to settle but
they were so badly treated by the Romans that they rose in revolt and
devastated the country. Valens with his Roman legions marched against the
rebels but they were almost annihilated in a battle near modern Edirne.
Valens was slain and his body was never found. The Roman world was

shocked. Like all ancient people they looked for a cause for any catastrophe
and in this case it was not hard to find: Valens was an Arian. Arius had
taught that Christ was not fully divine and this denial was seen as the basic
cause of the Valens disaster. Thereafter the people wanted a saviour who was
fully divine and fully human, and Arianism waned in influence. At the
Council of Constantinople in 381, only 3 years after Valens’ death, Arianism
was again anathematized. In 325 Constantine had played a critical role in the
Council of Nicaea because he wanted to represent a god not a human being.
Similarly in 381 the people wanted the assurance of a fully divine saviour as
they faced the uncertain times ahead. Many factors influenced the
development of Christianity in the first four centuries, but it was not the
writings of the theologians (Who would have read them?) or even the
decrees of the church councils (which were often contradictory) that were
important. It was the general feeling of the people influenced by the great
historical events of the period. For the ordinary people, Christ the healer, the
hero and the martyr model, was significant. In the historical events, the
demise of persecutors like Decius and Valerian, the ‘conversion’ of
Constantine, and the annihilation of Valens’ army, were significant. But
throughout the early history of Christianity the Holy Spirit was in control
working in the hearts and minds of the people.
**********
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57. ARCADIUS

Bronze coin of Arcadius (383-408 AD). 10 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Arcadius. Latin
inscription reads, ‘Our Lord Arcadius, Dutiful and Blessed, Augustus.’ REV: Christian
cross. Latin inscription: CONCORDIA AVGGG (Harmony of the Augusti). Below:
SMKA (Signata Moneta Kyzicus, 1st Factory). MINT: Cyzicus (a city on the southern
shore of the Sea of Marmara). REF: RIC X 132.

Theodosius I (379-395 AD) ruled the eastern part of the empire. He was a
brilliant general and extended his rule over the whole empire. He completed
the official espousal of Christianity by forbidding pagan worship. He was
excommunicated by Ambrose, bishop of Milan, for ordering the massacre of
the citizens of Thessalonica who had murdered an army general, but this was
rescinded after he did penance. When he died the empire was divided
between his sons. Arcadius received the east and Honorius the west. In the
west there was continual disintegration as the various provinces fell to the
barbarian tribes. Spain fell to the Visigoths, Gaul to the Franks, and Britain
to the Saxons, Angles and Jutes. Italy was invaded and Honorius fled to
Ravenna, which was protected by surrounding marshes. In 410 Rome was
sacked by Alaric the Goth. This was a great shock and prompted Augustine,
the bishop of Hippo, to write ‘The City of God’, in which he argued that all
human institutions were ambiguous, even the Church, because only God
knows the loves, either of God or self, that make a person a citizen of His
city. Augustine had been impressed by Paul’s letters and through his own

personal experience he developed a deep awareness of human frailty. In his
‘Confessions’ written from 397 to 401 he analyzed his own sinfulness. He
believed that human beings have an innate tendency to turn away from God
to self. This ‘original sin’ made it impossible for faith to begin without the
gift of ‘prevenient grace.’ By this power ‘the will is prepared’ to turn to God.
Because of his understanding of human nature Augustine became one of the
most significant Christian theologians. Although times were tough in the
west, the eastern part of the empire was fairly stable. The eastern part
became known as the Byzantine Empire after the Greek town of Byzantion
that originally stood on the site of Constantinople, the new capital that
Constantine founded in 330. Arcadius himself was rather dull and his wife,
the daughter of a Frankish general, largely ran the empire. The typical
Christian cross, known as the Latin cross, first appears as a major feature on
the coins of Arcadius and Honorius. It was dangerous to show Christian
symbols before the time of Constantine and even then crucifixion was so
shameful that it must have been difficult for Christians to glory in the cross,
despite Paul’s eagerness to do so. It is possible that the Latin form of the
cross was derived from the star or sun symbol used in solar worship and that
its lower limb was later extended to make it more specifically Christian. The
word CONCORDIA on this coin might connote religious orthodoxy, as
opposed to DISCORDIA (heresy).
**********
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58. MARCIAN

Gold solidus of the Byzantine emperor Marcian (450-457 AD). 20 mms diam. OBV:
Helmeted bust of Marcian holding a spear and a shield. Latin inscription reads, ‘Our Lord
Marcian, Dutiful and Blessed, Augustus.’ REV: Victory holding a long cross. Latin
inscription reads, ‘Victory of the Augusti.’ Below: CONOB (CON = Constantinople, OB
= obryza, refined gold). MINT: Constantinople. REF: RIC X 508.

Marcian was an elderly general who had been chosen to succeed the eastern
emperor Theodosius II (402-450 AD), the son of Arcadius. The reign of
Theodosius II had been a long and relatively peaceful one. It was noteworthy
for the compilation of the legal code known as the Codex Theodosianus.
Theodosius II was only seven years old when his father died and his sister,
Aelia Pulcheria, became the de facto ruler of the eastern empire. She
continued to act as such throughout her brother’s reign, and it was she who
chose Marcian to be his successor. To make his rule legitimate she married
him and actually crowned him in the palace in Constantinople. Her choice
was a good one because he proved to be a capable emperor. He took a strong
stance against Attila the Hun who had been terrorizing Europe and refused to
pay the enormous annual indemnity that his predecessor had promised.
Fortunately the eastern empire was spared Attila’s wrath because he died in
453 on the last of his numerous wedding nights. The reign of Marcian is
remembered for the Third Ecumenical Council which was held at Chalcedon
in 451. Chalcedon was a town just across the Bosphorus from
Constantinople. The Council’s preamble stated that ‘the holy, great and

ecumenical council, by the grace of God and the decree of our most pious
and Christ-loving Emperors, Marcian and Valentinian, Augusti, assembled in
the city of the Chalcedonians, metropolis of the province of Bithynia, in the
church of the holy and gloriously triumphant martyr Euphemia.’ St
Euphemia had been martyred at Chalcedon probably during the Diocletian
persecution. She had been tortured before being thrown to wild beasts.
Although the dedication is to the emperors of the east and the west, the
person who was instrumental in summoning the Council and implementing
its canons was the devout Pulcheria. The Council reaffirmed the decrees of
the Council of Nicaea and decreed that Christ was one person made known
in two natures, one human and one divine. This was of great significance for
the Christian understanding of Jesus, but it resulted in the Egyptian and
Syrian churches separating from the church of Constantinople because they
supported the Monophysite doctrine, that Christ had only one nature, which
was divine. Monophysitism is still the official teaching of the Coptic and
Ethiopian churches. On the coin there is a stylized portrait of Marcian, and
on the reverse Victory holds a cross, but by this time she was becoming a
Christian angel. It is appropriate that a woman should appear on this coin
because women played a vital role in the triumph of Christianity.
**********
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59. JUSTINIAN I

Bronze follis of Justinian I (527-565). 41 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Justinian holding a
shield and a globe with a cross on top. On the shield there is a horse and rider. There is
another cross to the right. Latin inscription reads, ‘Our Lord Justinian, Always Blessed,
Augustus.’ REV: Large M (40). Cross above. B (workshop 2) below. ANNO (in the
year) to the left. XII (12 = 538 AD) to the right. Below NIKO (Nicomedia). MINT:
Nicomedia (a city in north-western Asia Minor). REF: DO 115b.

Justinian was the nephew of the eastern emperor and he fell in love with
Theodora, a beautiful woman with an interesting past. She had performed
strip-tease acts on the stage and was a notorious courtesan. She later had a
religious experience of some sort and became a Christian with Monophysite
views. Justinian married her and they were crowned emperor and empress.
Five years later there was an uprising in Constantinople and the basilica of
Hagia Sophia (Holy Wisdom) was set alight. Justinian and the court were
preparing to flee when Theodora scolded them and told them to take charge.
At the time 30,000 people were in the Hippodrome acclaiming a new
emperor. Justinian’s soldiers closed the exits and killed everyone inside.
With his rule secured Justinian began the rebuilding of Hagia Sophia as the
largest religious building in Christendom. His religious views were in
accordance with the Council of Chalcedon, but despite the council’s decision
Monophysitism continued to gain ground, particularly in the eastern
provinces. Justinian, concerned for the unity of his realm, agreed to a plan to

build a bridge to the Monophysites. It is important for modern Christians to
realize that much of the theological disputation that occurred in this, and in
subsequent centuries, was politically motivated. Jesus’ command to love one
another seems largely to have been forgotten. Justinian’s plan was to give
the Chalcedonians and the Monophysites a common enemy: Nestorianism.
Nestorius was a 5th century patriarch whose name became attached to the
doctrine that there were two persons, a divine and a human, in the incarnate
Christ. He had much support in Persia and further east. Justinian issued an
edict condemning three early 5th century theologians whose views, in
retrospect, could be interpreted as Nestorian. In Rome Pope Vigilius
considered that the edict went beyond what was agreed at Chalcedon and
excommunicated the eastern patriarch. In the absence of an effective
emperor in the west the Roman church had become powerful and
independent. In 545 Vigilius was seized and taken to Constantinople, but
eventually he was allowed to return to Rome. In the end Justinian’s plan
caused only more problems. In other ways, however, he had some notable
achievements. Roman law was codified and Italy, North Africa and Southern
Spain were conquered by his brilliant general, Belisarius. Although
Justinian’s relationship with the pope was turbulent, the fusion of church and
state, which characterized the eastern empire, was largely due to Justinian.
**********
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60. HERACLIUS

Gold solidus of Heraclius (610-641 AD). 21 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Heraclius holding
a cross. Latin inscription reads, ‘Our Lord Heraclius, Perpetual Augustus.’ REV: Cross
on two steps. Latin inscription reads, ‘Victory of the Augustus.’ Below: CONOB.
MINT: Constantinople. REF: DO 1 var.

The Byzantine emperor Phocas was a cruel tyrant and the empire was
sinking into anarchy and ruin, and a Persian army was advancing towards
Constantinople. Deliverance came from an unlikely source. In Carthage the
governor and his brother decided to send their sons to Constantinople to sort
things out. One would lead an army overland and the other, Heraclius, would
take a fleet of ships. Heraclius arrived first in Constantinople. There was no
resistance and he was crowned emperor in the imperial palace. In 613 the
Persians captured Jerusalem but after a month the Christians rose up and
killed the Persians and Jews in the city. The Persian army returned and
smashing their way into the city massacred the Christians. The Church of the
Holy Sepulchre was burnt to the ground and the True Cross that Helena had
discovered was carried off to Ctesiphon, the Persian capital. The Persians
then conquered Egypt, cutting off the imperial corn supply. In 622 Heraclius
personally led an army against the Persians. After a series of successful
campaigns he found himself in Mesopotamia facing a Persian army led by a
general named Razates. Battle was joined but at its height Razates
challenged Heraclius to single combat. Heraclius won and the Persian army

was defeated. According to the peace treaty the Persians would surrender all
the territories they had conquered and return the True Cross. In 628
Heraclius made a triumphant entry into Constantinople preceded by the True
Cross. The procession advanced to Hagia Sophia where during a
thanksgiving ceremony the True Cross was slowly lifted until it stood
vertically in front of the altar. It was the most moving moment in Byzantine
history. In 630 the Cross was returned to the rebuilt Church of the Holy
Sepulchre. Heraclius personally carried it along the Via Dolorosa in
Jerusalem. Appropriately on the coin shown there is a large cross. It stands
on two steps that represent Calvary. During Heraclius’ reign the theological
question that caused concern was whether Christ had one will or two.
Heraclius instructed Sergius, the patriarch at Constantinople, to find a
formula acceptable to everyone including the Monophysites. He put forward
the idea of a single divine-human energy. When this was opposed he set
aside the idea of ‘energy’ and affirmed that there was one will in the divinehuman Christ. The pope condemned this and it became a major issue
between East and West. In 681 the 6th Ecumenical Council at Constantinople
ruled against Monothelitism (one will). By this time the armies of Islam
were on the move and had conquered much territory in the east. In 636 the
Muslims defeated the Byzantine army in Palestine and in 638 Caliph Omar
rode into Jerusalem.
**********
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61. JUSTINIAN II (1st REIGN)

Gold solidus of Justinian II (1st reign 685-695 AD). 19 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Christ
holding a book. Latin inscription reads, ‘Jesus Christ, King of those ruling.’ REV:
Justinian holds cross. Latin inscr. reads, ‘Lord Justinian Servant of Christ. E (5th
workshop).’ Below: CONOP. MINT: Constantinople. REF: DO 7e.

Justinian II was a descendant of Heraclius and was only 16 when he became
ruler of the Byzantine Empire. He was intelligent and ambitious, but he
lacked wisdom and was insensitive to the situation of his subjects whom he
taxed heavily. Like his predecessors he took an interest in religion. He
summoned a synod of eastern bishops to deal with matters left outstanding
after the Fifth and Sixth Ecumenical Councils. Only minor matters remained
to be discussed. One Canon forbade the use of the popular metaphor of
Christ as a Lamb. No representatives from Rome had been invited to the
synod and Justinian sent the 102 Canons to the pope for his endorsement. As
several of the Canons were contrary to Roman usage the pope refused, but it
was the Canon about the Lamb that particularly upset the pope because he
was devoted to that image. The reason for this Canon was that symbols were
considered to diminish the significance of the Incarnation and therefore
Jesus should be shown as a man. In keeping with this aim Justinian issued a
coin that for the first time showed the face of Christ. Also for the first time
the emperor appears on the reverse and his title is the Servant of Christ. He
is wearing the loros, a long, wide strip of cloth studded with jewels and

embroidered with gold that wrapped the body like a winding sheet. It
represented the death and resurrection of Christ. In the emperor’s left hand is
the akakia, a bag of purple silk that contained dust to symbolize mortality.
The face of Christ is similar to that of Zeus as it appeared on ancient Greek
coins and the cross behind his head made him look radiant like the sun god.
The face was probably copied from an image of Christ that had been in the
imperial palace and had itself been copied from Pheidias’ statue of Zeus
from Olympia. It illustrates how early Christianity appropriated the
symbolism and ideology of other religions. It was an image that Christians
could be happy with, but no one expected the reaction the coin produced in
the Muslim world, which had been gradually gaining power during the 7th
century. Although the Qur‘an, like the Old Testament, forbade the use of
human imagery the early Muslim governors had minted coins resembling
those already in circulation, but it seems that Justinian’s coin caused the
caliph Abd al-Malik to react by banning the human image from Muslim
coinage. Henceforth only Qur‘anic inscriptions would be allowed.
Meanwhile Justinian’s subjects could stand his despotic rule no longer. He
was seized and led in chains around the Hippodrome in Constantinople
while abuse was shouted at him. His nose and tongue were mutilated (so that
he was not unblemished and could no longer represent Christ) and he was
exiled to the Crimea.
**********
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62. JUSTINIAN II (2nd REIGN)

Gold solidus of Justinian II (2nd reign 705-711 AD). 21 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Christ
holding a book. Latin inscription reads, ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of those ruling.’
REV: Bust of Justinian. He holds a cross and a globe with a cross on top. The globe is
inscribed PAX (Peace). The Latin inscription reads, ‘Our Lord Justinian for many years.’
MINT: Constantinople. REF: DO 1.

Justinian II had been exiled to the Crimea. He then married the daughter of
the leader of the Khazar tribe, but it was the king of the Bulgars who
provided the military assistance to enable him to regain his throne. The deal
was that when Justinian became emperor again the Bulgar king would
receive the title, Caesar. In 705 Justinian arrived outside Constantinople at
the head of an army of Bulgars and Slavs, and after squeezing along an old
water conduit he entered the city. Having regained power he began a reign of
terror. Everyone who had opposed him was executed, including many
officers in the army. He then issued a gold coin showing a completely
different face of Christ. Instead of the Zeus-like image, Christ has a short
beard and a mop of curly hair! A case can be made for this being the true
face of Christ. Saint Paul said that long hair on a man was a disgrace (1 Cor.
11:14), and in a history of the church written in the sixth century the author
refers to an earlier historian who said that the woolly-haired type of Christ
was taken for granted as the more truthful. Perhaps the earliest surviving
picture of Jesus is on a wall in a house-church in Dura-Europos, a Roman
garrison town on the Euphrates that was abandoned in 257 AD, and it shows

him without a beard. On the other hand the face on the oldest icon of Christ
is like that on Justinian’s first coin. It is dated to the sixth century and was
discovered in the isolated monastery of St Catherine in the Sinai desert. Such
icons are rare because after Justinian II there was a period of iconoclasm in
which all religious images were destroyed. This reaction was due to the
perception that Justinian’s empire was linked to images and defeat, while the
victorious Muslim empire had pleased God by rejecting all images. Also in
favour of the Zeus-like face of Christ is the fact that it is very similar to that
on the Shroud of Turin, which many believe is the shroud that was placed
over Christ’s body in the tomb, but carbon-dating of the shroud showed a
date of about 1300 AD. Although the evidence seems to favour the second
image of Christ it may well be that this image was simply a popular type in
Syria, Palestine and Egypt in the seventh century. The lesson in all this is
that Christians should beware of stereotypes. Appearances can be deceptive.
Jesus may not have looked like the imposing figure seen in stained glass
windows. As for Justinian II he was eventually killed by the citizens of
Constantinople. On the coin he holds a cross and a globe with a cross on top,
but behind the sanctimonious pose was a cruel despot hated by his subjects.
**********
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63. WIGMUND, ARCHBISHOP OF YORK

Copper sceat of Wigmund, Archbishop of York (837-854 AD). 13 mms diam. OBV:
Small cross in centre. Latin inscription: + VIGMVND AREP (Wigmund Archbishop).
REV: Small cross in centre. Latin inscription: + EDILVEARD. MINT: York. REF:
Seaby 871.

Christianity would have come to Britain with traders, soldiers and others, but
there is no record of it before 200. The first Christian in Britain whose name
is recorded was Alban who sheltered a Christian priest and after being
converted to Christianity gave himself up dressed as the priest and was
martyred in about 209. Thus the first British saint gave his life for others as
Jesus had done. In the early 5th century when the barbarians were invading
the Roman Empire the Roman legions were withdrawn and Britain was
overrun by invading Saxons, Angles and Jutes. Many of the native
inhabitants fled to the mountains of Wales and Cornwall. In 432 Patrick was
consecrated a bishop to work in Ireland where he was very successful. In the
6th century Columba moved from Ireland to Iona, an island in western
Scotland, where he founded a monastery that became a centre of missionary
activity. In 597 Augustine arrived in Kent having been sent by Pope Gregory
I, and many conversions took place, but it should be remembered that the
queen of Kent, Bertha, was already a Christian. Similarly the queen of
Northumbria, Ethelburga, was already a Christian when missionaries began
work there in 625. In 633 Oswald became king of Northumbria and sent for

a bishop from Iona. Aidan arrived and was very influential. His monastery at
Lindisfarne, an island off the east coast, sent missionaries all over England.
The Lindisfarne Gospels, which are now in the British Library, were written
and decorated there about 697. Problems arose because of differences
between the Church in the north and the Roman Church in the south,
especially over the date of Easter. In 663 a synod was held at Whitby on the
Yorkshire coast and the whole Church was brought in line with Western
Christendom. In 669 Theodore of Tarsus arrived to become Archbishop of
Canterbury. For the next 21 years he did much to stabilize the Church and
lay the foundation for the flowering of English learning that occurred in the
8th century. In the monastery at Jarrow, Bede wrote a history of the English
Church. Alcuin traveled to Europe and presided over Charlemagne’s school
at Aachen. Boniface led a mission to convert the Saxons in Germany. In
England the kingdom of Mercia became dominant, and its king, Offa, was a
benefactor of the church and founded many monasteries. After his death in
796 everything changed because of the Viking invasions. Lindisfarne,
Jarrow and Iona were sacked. The government and economy were in a
parlous state, and it was at this time that the coin shown was issued by the
archbishop of York. The name of the moneyer who minted the coin is on the
reverse. Although it was a terrible time there are four small crosses on the
coin indicating that the Christian faith was still alive in this part of England.
**********
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64. CHARLES THE BALD

Silver denier of Charles the Bald (840-877 AD). 19 mms diam. OBV: Monogram of
KRLS for Karolus (Charles). Latin inscription: + GRATIA DEI REX (by the grace of
God, king). REV: Cross. Latin inscr.: + QVVENTOVVICI (Quentovic). MINT:
Quentovic (French port on English Channel). REF: Roberts 1368.

As the western part of the Roman Empire disintegrated various barbarian
powers emerged. The Franks established themselves in Gaul in the 5th
century. Unlike the Visigoths who were Arian Christians the Franks were
pagans, but in 493 the Frankish king, Clovis, married Clothilde, a Christian
who converted him to Nicene Christianity. Although the Franks became
Christian it was at a superficial level and they continued in their immoral
ways scornful of learning and relishing war. In 751 the dynasty of Clovis
came to an end when Pepin made himself king. The pope went to Paris and
anointed him ‘Rex Dei Gratia’ (King by the grace of God). His son Charles
became the first emperor of the Holy Roman Empire and was later known as
Charlemagne (Charles the Great). The pope had appealed to Charles for aid
against the Lombards, a Germanic tribe that had become established in
northern Italy. Charles invaded Italy, assumed the crown of Lombardy and
accepted the role of protector of the Church. He then campaigned in northern
Europe, conquering and Christianizing Saxony and Bavaria. He recognized
the difficulty of governing without religion and gave the conquered Saxons a
choice between baptism or death. On one occasion he had 4500 Saxons

beheaded in one day and then proceeded to the next town to celebrate the
nativity of Christ. Meanwhile Christian missionaries, especially the
Englishman Boniface, devoted themselves to preaching the Gospel in these
pagan lands. Eventually Charles imposed some unity of government and
faith over a vast area that stretched from the Pyrenees to the Vistula River in
modern Poland. In Rome on Christmas Day 800 AD the pope crowned him
the emperor of the Romans, hence the name ‘Holy Roman Emperor’.
Despite the brutality of his reign there is no doubt that he was sincere in his
Christian faith. Unfortunately the unity that he achieved began to
disintegrate after his death. This was largely due to the incompetence of his
successors, the feudal anarchy of the nobles, and the struggle between
church and state. His son, Louis the Pious, had been brought up by priests
and was very devout. He divided the empire into kingdoms ruled by his
three sons, but when he had a fourth son by his second wife and tried to give
him a share of the empire, the three older sons rebelled. Disastrous civil wars
ensued, but eventually the youngest son, known as Charles the Bald, became
king of what is now France. On his coin, for the first time, appear the words
DEI GRATIA REX (King by the grace of God). These words, or an
abbreviation of them, appear regularly on European coins down to modern
times. This claim supported the concept of the divine right of kings, which
enabled them to rule autocratically.
**********
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65. JOHN I TZIMISCES

Silver miliaresion of the Byzantine emperor, John I (969-976 AD). 21 mms diam. OBV:
Bust of John on a medallion in the centre of a cross on 2 steps. I/W to the left and A/n to
the right. (IWAn = Ioannes = John). Greek inscription: IhSUS XRISTUS nICA (May
Jesus Christ conquer). REV: Greek inscription in 5 lines: + IWAnn’ / En XW AVTO /
CRAT EVSEb’ / BASILEVS / RWmAIW’ (John in Christ, emperor, pious king of the
Romans). The dot above XW indicates abbreviation. MINT: Constantinople. REF: SB
1792.

The story of John Tzimisces is like a soap opera. It starts with a beautiful
young woman, Theophano, who is the daughter of an inn-keeper. A prince,
who later becomes the Byzantine emperor, Romanus II, falls in love with her
and marries her, but after only a few years on the throne he dies, leaving a
widow with four children. She appeals to a powerful general, Nicephorus
Phocas, to return from the East and assume control. The new emperor
consolidates his position by marrying Theophano, but he is an unattractive
man with a cold personality. Enter the stage, a handsome soldier, John
Tzimisces, with whom Theophano falls passionately in love. Together they
plan the assassination of Nicephorus who has become unpopular with the
people. Nicephorus is brutally murdered and John is proclaimed emperor.
The patriarch, Polyeuctus, is shocked and demands that Theophano be
banished and John do public penance. Despite this dreadful beginning John’s
subsequent career was brilliant. He was noted for his kindness and

generosity, and became one of the empire’s best-loved rulers. On the
diplomatic front he improved relations with the West by allowing his niece
to marry the son of the Holy Roman Emperor, Otto II; and their son, Otto III,
was more Greek than German. On the military front John repelled a Russian
invasion and made Bulgaria a part of the Byzantine Empire. In the East his
campaign was so successful that he regained most of Syria and Palestine,
regions that had not been under Byzantine control since the days of
Heraclius. According to Lord Norwich he proved himself to be one of the
greatest of Byzantine emperors. Unfortunately on his way back to
Constantinople he contracted a fatal illness, probably typhoid, but he was
able to attend the ceremony in St Sophia when the principal prize that he had
brought from the East was installed in the basilica: a pair of sandals worn by
Jesus. On the coin John proclaims his faith in Jesus Christ, although similar
images and inscriptions had appeared on the coins of previous emperors. On
the reverse John claims to be ‘in Christ’, but how can this claim be
reconciled with the crime of murder? We cannot know whether John
sincerely repented of his crime, but in his letter to the Romans Paul explains
that ‘there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from
the law of sin and of death.’ (Romans 8:1,2) Every Christian is ‘in Christ’,
and ‘if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.’ (2 Corinthians 5:17)
**********
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66. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR

Silver penny of Edward the Confessor, king of England (1042-1066 AD). 17 mms diam.
OBV: Bust of Edward. Latin inscription: EADPARD REX (Edward King). On AngloSaxon coins P = W. REV: Small cross. Latin inscription: + EADRD ON GRANT.
MINT: Cambridge. REF: Seaby 1183.

In England the 9th century was a difficult time. The Vikings, who came from
Norway and Denmark, had conquered the east of England and were moving
to take over the whole country. In France the north men, or Normans, were
settling in Normandy. In England by 870 only Wessex remained and it
would have fallen into pagan hands if not for the courage of its Christian
king, Alfred the Great. After a series of battles a settlement was reached with
the Danish king, Guthrum, whereby England was divided between them. But
the Danes seemed eager to receive the Gospel and Guthrum was baptized in
878. Once the Danes were converted the distinction between the two races
decreased. A fierce Viking called Olaf Tryggvason, who was converted and
baptized by a hermit in the Scilly Isles, determined to take the faith to his
native land. Accompanied by English missionaries he began the
evangelization of Norway. His method was unconventional: he offered the
choice between baptism or battle. Most Norwegians wisely chose the first
option, but Olaf was eventually killed in battle in 1000. Unfortunately there

was a renewal of Viking invasions in England in the early 11th century, and
in 1011 Canterbury was sacked and its cathedral burnt. In 1016 the Danish
king, Cnut, became also king of England, but it was not a victory for
paganism because Cnut was a Christian, and the church prospered during his
reign. On his death the English monarchy was restored and Edward was
crowned in 1043. He had lived in Normandy for the previous 30 years and
although a devout Christian (hence the title ‘Confessor’) he was not
interested in the English and was ill-fitted to govern the country. He spoke
little English and surrounded himself with Norman friends. His only positive
achievement was the building of Westminster Abbey. On the coin he wears
his crown and a jewelled cloak. The name of the moneyer (Edred) appears
on the reverse of the coin, which was minted at Grante (Cambridge). There
was no university there before 1209, but in Anglo-Saxon times many towns
had mints. When Edward died in 1066 the English earls were relieved, and
Harold, Earl of Wessex, was elected king; but William, the duke of
Normandy, claimed the throne and invaded England. Harold was killed at
the Battle of Hastings. After this Norman conquest the Church in England,
which had been rather isolated from the rest of Europe, was brought more
under the influence of Rome. But the old Anglo-Saxon Church had served its
Lord faithfully: it had done great work for the people of England. It had
contributed to the evangelization of Germany and Scandinavia, and it had
produced remarkable men like Boniface and Bede and a host of faithful
Christians.
**********
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67. CONSTANTINE IX

Gold histamenon nomisma (standard coin) of the Byzantine emperor, Constantine IX
(1042-1055 AD). 26 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Christ holding book and raising right
hand in blessing. Inscription reads, ‘Jesus Christ, king of those ruling’. REV: Constantine
wearing the loros and holding a long cross and a globe with a cross on top. Inscription
reads, ‘Constantine, king of the Romans.’ MINT: Constantinople. REF: DO 3.

After the death of Justinian II there was a period of instability until the reign
of Leo III (717-741). He was faced by a great Muslim army of 80,000
encamped outside the walls of Constantinople with a fleet of 1,800 ships
waiting nearby. The siege continued into winter, but it was the severest
winter that the citizens could remember with thick snow on the ground and
the Muslims suffered from the cold in their flimsy tents. They became short
of food and disease began to spread. Many of the ships were destroyed by
the Byzantines using ‘Greek fire’, an inflammatory liquid that was thrown at
the enemy. With the summer a Bulgarian army came from the north and the
Muslims retreated to Syria. Having overcome this threat Leo turned his
attention to Christian images. There is no doubt that they had become a
problem. Instead of aiding faith and understanding they were being
worshipped as idols and used as magical objects. But Leo’s reason for
ordering their destruction might have been to appease the Monophysites in
the eastern provinces. Because they accepted only the divine nature of
Christ, which by definition was impossible to depict, they could not approve
an image of him made by human hands. Leo’s edict caused a reaction in the

West where the pope felt revulsion at the destruction of holy images and
resented Leo’s interference in doctrinal matters. Except for a brief respite
during the reign of the Empress Irene the destruction of images continued
until the death of the last iconoclastic emperor in 842. Thorny relations
continued between the pope and Constantinople until an acrimonious dispute
occurred during the reign of Constantine IX. On the surface it was a
theological disagreement about the procession of the Holy Spirit, whether
from the Father through the Son or from the Father and the Son. The Latin
for ‘and the Son’ is ‘Filioque’, and the dispute is called by that name. It had
been simmering for a long time and although there were many causes it was
basically about power. The pope, as Peter’s successor, claimed spiritual and
temporal supremacy, and when the Byzantines repudiated the Filioque
clause, which is not actually in the Nicene Creed, he sent a delegation of
three legates to Constantinople. In 1054 they entered Hagia Sophia and
placed on the altar a document excommunicating the patriarch. This event
resulted in the lasting separation of the Eastern and Western Churches.
During Constantine’s reign cup-shaped coins were introduced. The concave
shape prevented the thin coin bending. On the coin Constantine is named
king of the Romans because the Byzantines called themselves Romans.
Constantinople was considered the New Rome.
**********

A History of Christianity in Coins

68. HENRY II

Silver penny of Henry II of England (1154-1189 AD). 20 mms diam. OBV: Head of
Henry II. Sceptre in right hand. Latin inscription reads, ‘Henry King.’ REV: Cross with
4 pellets in each quadrant. Latin inscription: + hVGO ON EVERW (Hugo of York =
name of moneyer). MINT: York. REF: Seaby 1344.

After the Norman conquest of England William the Conqueror (1066-1087)
regarded himself as the head of the Church, appointing and investing
bishops and not allowing the pope to interfere. His sons followed his
example. When Anselm, Abbot of Bec in Normandy, became Archbishop of
Canterbury in 1093, he acknowledged the authority of the pope and worked
towards reducing the power of the king in church affairs. This created
conflict during the reign of Henry I (1100-1135) who held the same views as
his father. Anselm left England and refused to return until Henry gave way.
A compromise was reached whereby the archbishop would perform the
investiture of a bishop who would then pay homage to the king. During his
exile Anselm wrote his famous work ‘Cur Deus Homo?’ (Why God Man?),
in which he discussed the Atonement. He interpreted it in terms of the
satisfaction needed to restore the harmony of Creation dislocated by sin.
Another French theologian, Abelard (1079-1142), held a different view: he
saw the Cross as the supreme example of God’s love, which awakens a
response of love in Christians. Anselm advocated the use of reason in all
matters of faith. He saw it as a duty to exercise the mind in apprehending

revealed truth, and it was Anselm who coined the phrase, ‘Faith seeking
understanding.’ When Henry II became king in 1154 he chose his old friend,
Thomas Beckett, to be archbishop of Canterbury. Thomas was his
Chancellor and had been enjoying the extravagant lifestyle that went with
his position. He was ordained priest and consecrated archbishop the next
day, and immediately his whole life changed. He became a devout ascetic
and before long a conflict developed between him and the king. It was over
the matter of ecclesiastical courts. Previously ordained men would be let off
lightly by these courts but Henry insisted they be handed over to the civil
courts for punishment. Thomas objected but eventually gave in, much to his
regret as he felt it was a matter of ultimate authority, whether one should
serve God or king. Later, over another matter, he strode into the hall where
Henry was presiding, and defied him to his face. He fled overseas, but after
six years a truce was made and he returned triumphantly to Canterbury. The
king was in France where he had extensive lands and was overheard by four
of his knights complaining of the distress that Thomas caused him. They
crossed the channel and murdered the archbishop in his cathedral. The whole
of Christendom was shocked. Henry declared that he had not intended the
archbishop’s death and would be faithful to the pope. He underwent a
rigorous penance at Thomas’s tomb. The Church had won and Thomas
became a saint. On his coin Henry peeps out rather sheepishly.
**********
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69. AMALRIC I

Billon (partly silver) denier of Amalric I, king of Jerusalem (1163-1174 AD). 17 mms
diam. OBV: Cross with annulets in two quarters. Latin inscription: AMALRICVS REX
(Almalric King). REV: Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Latin inscription: + DE
IERUSALEM (of Jerusalem) MINT: Jerusalem. REF: CCS 25.

The Byzantine emperor Alexius I (1081-1118) was worried because the
Seljuk Turks were advancing across Asia Minor and had taken Nicaea. He
appealed to Pope Urban II for help. In a rousing speech to an assembled
multitude at Clermont in France in 1095 the pope called on them to embark
on a journey to liberate Jerusalem and the Holy Land. He urged them to do it
for the remission of their sins and he assured them that they would be
rewarded in heaven. His message was enthusiastically received with shouts
of “God wills it!” So was launched the first of several Crusades that were to
fire the imagination of Christians and dominate their lives for the next two
hundred years. All sorts of people answered the call for various reasons, but
mainly it was a sincere response to what was felt to be a religious duty. At
first ragtag crowds set off on the journey but eventually a military force
under a group of mostly French nobles arrived at Antioch in Syria. Among
them were the pious Godfrey of Bouillon and the ambitious Count
Bohemond, son of the Norman king of Sicily. Godfrey’s younger brother,
Baldwin, had separated from the main force to take over the principality of
Edessa, 250 kms to the NE. Antioch resisted siege and many Crusaders died
of starvation, but after eight months and only a few days before a Muslim

army arrived, they entered the city. There a French priest claimed to discover
the lance that pierced the side of Jesus and it was held aloft as the weakened
Crusaders went out to fight the Muslims. Under the command of Bohemond
they won a decisive victory, and he was proclaimed Prince of Antioch.
Moving on to Jerusalem the Crusaders broke through its defences on 15th
July 1099 and entered the city. Unfortunately they went berserk and a
terrible massacre occurred. Thousands of Muslims were slaughtered and the
Jews were herded into a synagogue and burnt alive. The Crusaders then
assembled in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre where they wept with joy
and thanked God for their victory. Godfrey accepted the title ‘Defender of
the Holy Sepulchre’ but when he died in 1100 his brother, Baldwin, became
King of Jerusalem. It was under Amalric (French: Amaury) that the kingdom
reached the height of its prosperity. On his coins for the first time the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre appears. It is shown with a peculiarly shaped roof,
which it apparently had at the time. The church had been rebuilt in the 1140s
and dedicated in 1149. The coin was symbolic of Crusader ideals, with the
Cross on one side and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the goal of
medieval pilgrimage, on the other.
**********
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70. RICHARD THE LIONHEART

Silver denier of Richard I, King of England (1189-1199 AD). 18 mms diam. OBV:
Cross. Latin inscription: RICARDVS REX (Richard King). REV: In 3 lines: PIC
TAVIE NSIS (Pictaviensis was the Roman name for Poitiers in France).
MINT:
Poitiers. REF: Roberts 3886.

Richard was the son of Henry II of England and Eleanor of Aquitaine. She
had inherited Aquitaine and the city of Poitiers, which she turned into a
centre of poetry and a model of courtly life and manners. The rough sons of
European nobles were sent there to learn how to behave and to find a
suitable wife. Eleanor married Louis VII of France and accompanied him on
the Second Crusade but they divorced on returning to France. She then
married Henry II of England and had eight children. Eleanor was 11 years
older than her husband and his frequent infidelities probably induced her to
support her sons in a revolt against their father. The revolt failed and she was
imprisoned in England until Henry’s death in 1189 when Richard became
king of England and duke of Normandy. He had already been given the
duchy of Aquitaine and the county of Poitiers in 1168. Richard’s one
ambition was to lead the Third Crusade, which had been prompted by
Saladin’s capture of Jerusalem in 1187. He dipped into his father’s treasure
and sold whatever he could in order to buy arms. In 1190 with a great fleet
and a formidable army he set off for the Holy Land where Acre had been
under siege for 19 months. A few weeks after his arrival the Muslims

surrendered the city, but when they were slow in paying ransom for hostages
Richard had 2500 beheaded outside the walls. Philip Augustus, the king of
France, and Leopold V, the duke of Austria, had joined the Crusade but there
was much quarrelling among the French, German and English contingents,
and Richard insulted Leopold by tearing down his banner. Philip returned to
France. Richard defeated the Muslim forces at Arsuf but was unable to
recapture Jerusalem. On his way home a storm drove his ship ashore near
Venice, and because of his feud with Leopold he made his way through
Austria in disguise but he was discovered in Vienna and imprisoned in a
castle. Eleanor raised an enormous ransom and went to Vienna to bring him
home. His last five years were spent fighting a war against Philip and he
died after being wounded by an arrow outside a castle. Richard was a hero in
his own time and the subject of many romantic legends. He was a poet, a
soldier and a king, but not a father. His marriage was only a formality and it
seems very likely that he was a homosexual. The coin bears the name
Pictaviensis, the Latin name for Poitiers, which had been the chief city of the
Celtic tribe of the Pictavi. It was near Poitiers that Charles Martel defeated a
Muslim army from Spain in 732. This battle, also known as the Battle of
Tours, was one of the decisive moments in world history. Richard would
have known about it and been inspired by it. For his bravery Richard was
called ‘The Lionheart’.
**********
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71. LATIN RULERS OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE

Billon cup-shaped coin issued by the Latin rulers of the Byzantine Empire (1204-1261
AD). 22 x 24 mms. OBV: Virgin Mary enthroned and holding a small bust of Christ on
her chest. MP (MARIA) to the left.
REV: Figure of emperor holding labarum.
MINT: Thessalonica. REF: DO Vol. 4, Part 2, 30.2.

Pope Innocent III called for the Fourth Crusade immediately after his
election in 1198. Venice agreed to provide the ships and supplies for nine
months in return for a large sum of money. The Venetians had everything
ready as arranged but on the day only a third of the expected Crusaders
turned up. With their numbers greatly reduced there was no way they could
pay the Venetians the money they promised. The Doge of Venice, Enrico
Dandolo, a blind man in his eighties, proposed that settlement of the debt
could be postponed if they assisted Venice to recapture the city of Zadar on
the eastern shore of the Adriatic Sea. When the pope heard that Zadar had
been sacked he was outraged and excommunicated the whole expedition.
Then the leader of the Crusade, Boniface of Montferrat, received a letter
proposing that if the Crusaders escorted Alexius, the nephew of the deposed
Byzantine emperor, and enthroned him at Constantinople, Alexius would
help them and submit the Eastern Church to the authority of Rome. Boniface
realized that this would enable the Crusaders to repay their debt and
Dandolo enthusiastically accepted the proposal. In June 1203 the fleet
arrived at Constantinople, which was quite unprepared for what happened.

The Venetian vessels were driven ashore against the harbor walls. Dandolo
was one of the first to jump from his vessel and he planted the banner of St
Mark in the ground. Soon the towers in the walls were captured and the city
surrendered. Alexius was crowned and the Crusaders withdrew to the other
side of the harbour to await recompense from the new emperor. When this
was not forthcoming Dandolo ordered another assault in April 1204. One of
the gates was broken and the Crusaders surged into the city. ‘Never, since
the barbarian invasions some centuries before, had Europe witnessed such an
orgy of brutality and vandalism.’(Lord Norwich) The city was ablaze,
citizens were being murdered, and there was general looting. The Crusaders
then gathered and repaid their debt to Dandolo. Count Baldwin of Flanders
was elected emperor and a Venetian was appointed patriarch. So began the
Latin rule of Constantinople, which was to last until 1261 when the
Byzantines regained their city. Angry that he had not been elected emperor,
Boniface seized Thessalonica, where the coin on display was minted. It is
cup-shaped and imitates the coins of Constantinople and previous Byzantine
emperors. Constantinople had been fatally wounded in 1204 and was unable
to resist the Muslim onslaught in 1453. Ultimately it was the Christians, and
Dandolo in particular, who were responsible for the loss of Constantinople to
Islam.
**********
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72. POPE JOHN XXII

Silver gros tournois of Pope John XXII (1316-1334 AD). 25 mms diam. OBV: John
enthroned. He raises his right hand in blessing and holds a cross-sceptre in his left hand.
Latin inscription: IOhES PAPA XXII COMES VENASINI (Pope John XXII Comtat
Venaissin). REV: Cross fleury. Latin inscription: AGIM TIBI GRA OMNIPOTENS
DEVS (We give you thanks, Almighty God). MINT: Pont de Sorgues (near Avignon).
REF: Berman 176.

In 1305 AD the French archbishop of Bordeaux became Pope Clement V. He
was largely under the influence of the French king at whose insistence he
dissolved the order of Knights Templar. This was part of the king’s strategy
to acquire Church property. Clement intended to move to Rome but in 1309
his court stopped at Avignon in the south of France. Avignon was actually a
fortress owned by the ruler of Naples but it was surrounded on three sides by
papal lands, the Comtat Venaissin. Although it was meant to be a temporary
sojourn, for most of the 14th century Avignon remained the site of a papal
court, with a rival pope residing in Rome. The next pope, John XXII, who
was also French, proceeded to establish the papal court at Avignon on a
permanent basis. The papal mint was at nearby Pont de Sorgues, where this
coin was struck. John was a small, thin man but astute and autocratic. He
greatly improved the papal administration and finances, but a dispute that
had been developing since the time of Francis of Assisi came to a head
during his pontificate. The Franciscans had divided into two groups: those

who strictly observed the rule of poverty and those who wished to modify it.
Resolution of the dispute depended on whether Christ and the apostles had
lived a life of poverty. John condemned the whole idea of apostolic poverty,
citing scripture to show that Christ and the apostles had owned property.
Actually, as owner of vast estates and properties, John could hardly be
expected to say that Christ, whose vicar he claimed to be, was without any
property. The Emperor Ludwig IV opposed John on this issue, and many
Franciscans, including the theologian, William of Ockham, fled to the
imperial court at Munich. Another question that arose at this time was
whether the justified see God immediately after death or only at the Last
Judgement. John held the latter view, and William of Ockham accused him
of holding heretical views. The Italian scholar, Petrarch, lived in Avignon
during this period and became disillusioned with the worldly nature of the
papal court, but it was this pope who ordered that the Feast of the Most Holy
Trinity be held on the first Sunday after Pentecost, and since then Western
Christians have reflected on their understanding of God on that Sunday. The
schism between Avignon and Rome was finally settled at the Council of
Constance in 1418 when Pope Martin V was confirmed. Although this
council is considered a high-water mark in the conciliar movement it
effectively reaffirmed papal power because Martin was against reform.
**********
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73. VENICE

Silver grosso of Venice under Doge Andrea Contarini (1368-1382 AD). 22 mms diam.
OBV: Christ enthroned. IC (Jesus) to left, XC (Christ) to right. REV: St Mark holds his
gospel and gives a banner to the doge who has DVX (leader) in front of his face. Latin
inscription: S.M. VENETI (Sacra Moneta Veneti = sacred money of Venice) ANDR.
OTARENO (Andrea Contarini). MINT: Venice. REF: Pao. 2.

Venice was not an ancient city. When the Lombards invaded northern Italy
in 568 a large number of people were driven onto the islands in the lagoon in
the north-western end of the Adriatic Sea. A city developed and prospered
through trade. It was ruled by a doge who was popularly elected, and its
patron saint was St Mark. In 1082 the Byzantines granted the Venetians
trading rights in their empire, but a mutual dislike developed between them,
and the Venetians in Constantinople were arrested in 1171. This dislike came
to a head when Constantinople was sacked in 1204. When the city was
reclaimed by the Byzantines in 1261 the Venetians were evicted and their
rivals, the Genoese, were given favour in trade. By 1369, however, the
Muslim advance had so weakened the Byzantines that the Emperor John
Palaeologus was desperate. He decided to convert to Roman Catholicism in
the hope that help would come from the West. He sailed to Rome where he
knelt before the pope on the steps of St Peter’s Basilica. The Orthodox
hierarchy, however, had not accompanied him and the two Churches
remained as far apart as ever. John then sailed to Venice to meet the doge,

Andrea Contarini. The Byzantine empress had pawned the crown jewels in
1343 and the Venetians were threatening to sell them. John and his empire
were heavily in debt and to obtain some cash as well as the crown jewels
John offered to cede to the Venetians the important island of Tenedos, which
was off the west coast of Asia Minor. Contarini agreed, but John’s son,
Andronicus, the regent in Constantinople, refused outright. Lacking enough
money to enable him to leave Venice John was effectively a prisoner. John’s
second son, Manuel, the governor of Thessalonica, gathered enough gold to
go to Venice and pay for his father’s release. In 1373, however, Andronicus
led an unsuccessful revolt against his father and was imprisoned in
Constantinople. Contarini then sent a squadron of ships to Constantinople to
finalize the agreement over Tenedos. The Genoese, appalled that their rivals
might obtain such a prize, arranged for Andronicus to escape across the
harbour to Galata. A civil war ensued between John in Constantinople
supported by the Venetians and Andronicus in Galata supported by the
Genoese. Eventually an agreement was reached, but the dispute between the
Venetians and the Genoese developed into a general war fought mostly in
Italy. In 1381 after four years of devastation and bloodshed a treaty was
signed whereby both parties would trade side by side and Tenedos would be
neutral. The coin shows Contarini receiving the banner of St Mark, the
emblem of Venice.
**********
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74. ORDER OF THE KNIGHTS OF RHODES

Silver gigliato of the Knights of Rhodes under Master Robert de Juilly (1374-1377 AD).
OBV: Robert de Juilly kneeling before a patriarchal cross on steps. Below: a Rhodian
rose. To the right: a shield. Latin inscription around.
REV: Cross fleury. Latin
inscription around. MINT: Rhodes. REF: Metcalf 1213.

Before moving to Rhodes in 1310 the order was called the Hospitallers of St
John of Jerusalem. In Jerusalem in the 11th century the merchants of Amalfi
built the Abbey of St Mary, which provided hospitality to pilgrims, and
adjacent to it Brother Gerard founded a hospice to care for sick pilgrims. In
1099 the Crusaders captured Jerusalem and some of them offered to guard
the pilgrims especially on the road from the coast. In this way the work of
the Hospitallers included a military role like that of the Templars who were
based at the Dome of the Rock, which was a Muslim shrine built at the end
of the 7th century by the Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik, but the Crusaders thought it
was Solomon’s Temple. The hospice was just south of the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, and it expanded onto a site that included the little church of
St John, which gave it its name. Thus the full name of the knights is
‘Knights of the Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem’. The ‘John’ is
John the Baptist. When Jerusalem was captured by the Saracens in 1187 the
Hospitallers moved first to Margat, a Hospitaller castle in western Syria near
the coast, and then to Acre on the coast; but in 1291 this city was also
captured. After a sojourn of 20 years in Cyprus they settled in Rhodes where

they developed a naval force that prevented the westward expansion of the
Muslims in the Mediterranean. The elderly gentleman on the coin was the
Master (Magister) of the order from 1374 to 1377. He is French but the
knights came from all over Europe including England. On the left side of his
cape there is the 8-pointed cross that is their emblem. This cross is known as
the Maltese cross. Behind him is his own coat of arms, an elaborately
decorated shield. On the obverse the abbreviated Latin inscription reads
‘Brother Robert de Juilly, by the grace of God, Master’, and on the reverse,
‘Hospital of St John of Jerusalem convened at Rhodes’. In 1453
Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine Empire, fell to the Turks after a
valiant defence. For three days the great Christian city was pillaged and its
inhabitants massacred. In 1490 the Sultan intended to take Rhodes and
conquer Italy, but the brave knights of Rhodes fought off the invaders and
changed the course of history. In 1523, however, they had to surrender
Rhodes to the Muslims. In 1530 the emperor Charles V gave them Malta,
where again, as the Knights of Malta, they bravely fought off the Turks in
1565, and after the naval battle of Lepanto in 1571 the Turks were no longer
a threat in the Mediterranean. In 1798 Napoleon occupied Malta but after
1814 it was assigned to Great Britain. Malta became a republic in 1974. The
Order still exists and is represented in various countries. Its headquarters are
in Rome.
**********
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75. HENRY VI

Silver groat of Henry VI of England (1422-1461 AD). 22 mms diam. OBV: Crowned
bust of Henry. Latin inscription reads, ‘Henry, by the grace of God, King of England and
France.’ REV: Cross. The outer Latin inscription, which is Psalm 54:4a, reads, ‘I made
God my helper.’ Inner Latin inscription: VILLA CALISIE (Calais Estate). MINT:
Calais (A port on the French coast of the English Channel). REF: Roberts 8477.

The 15th century was a time of almost continuous war. The Hundred Years’
War between England and France, begun in 1337, dragged on till 1453. Then
with all the soldiers returning from France it was not surprising that civil
war, the so-called Wars of the Roses, broke out in England between the great
barons. King Henry was not interested in wars. He was a pious and studious
recluse more interested in church music than in taking control of the country.
Often blamed for the strife around him he was actually miscast in the role of
the king. On the coin he looks depressed and he probably did suffer from
depression. Nevertheless, progress was being made in various areas: trade
flourished and a new class of prosperous and educated townspeople was
developing. John Wycliffe, an outstanding Oxford scholar, had died in 1384
but his followers, known as Lollards, continued to be influential in the 15th
century. Wycliffe was critical of the Church and stressed that its eternal
nature was very different from its visible form. He argued that the authority
of the pope was ill-founded in scripture, that there was no biblical
foundation for the monastic life and that the doctrine of transubstantiation

encouraged a superstitious attitude to the Eucharist. Most of all he insisted
that the Bible was the sole criterion for doctrine and he made an English
translation of the Bible available to the public. Needless to say, the Lollards
were persecuted by the Church, many being burnt at the stake. But in the
15th century church life was changing. The monasteries declined as men
were drawn to the more stimulating environment of the universities. In Italy
the Renaissance began when Petrarch (1304-1374) discovered the riches of
the Classical past, but the movement was slow to reach England. It was
accompanied by a great interest in Humanism, which emphasized that truth
did not depend on the weight of authority but on human experience and the
evidence of indisputable facts. In his own quiet way King Henry contributed
to the new movement by founding Eton College and King’s College at
Cambridge. Monasteries were seen as relics of the past, out of touch with the
excitement that was abroad, but there was an exception to this lack of
interest in monasteries. Francis of Assisi, who died in 1226, had made a
profound impression on Christendom. His simple faith, humility and love of
nature, still provide Christians with a wonderful example to lead them to a
deeper understanding of Christ. The members of his order who more strictly
observed their vow of poverty were known as the Observants, and it was
they who founded new monasteries in England in the 15th century.
**********
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76. FLORENCE

Silver grosso of Florence issued c. 1484 AD. 25 mms diam. OBV: John the Baptist holds
a cross-sceptre in his left hand and a long scroll in his right. On the scroll is the Latin
word ECCE (Behold), which is the first word in John 1:29 (Behold the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world!). Above the scroll is the emblem of the magistrate in
charge of the mint. Latin inscription: S.IOHANNES.B. (St John the Baptist). REV:
Floral emblem of Florence. Inscription: FLORENTIA. MINT: Florence. REF: Biaggi
801.

The Renaissance began in Italy in the 14th century and by the 16th it had
spread all over western Europe. It was an intellectual movement energized
by a renewed interest in ancient Greco-Roman culture. Study of the writings
of ancient authors and of the works of art that had survived from antiquity
instilled confidence in what human beings could achieve in all areas of
human endeavour. Many of the manuscripts and art objects had come to the
West after the sack of Constantinople in 1204. Also the works of ancient
writers were studied in Muslim centres of learning and eventually they
reached the West, especially via Muslim Spain. The movement involved a
belief in the dignity of the individual and in his ability to enlarge the
boundaries of knowledge. Being essentially independent of religion it
enabled an objective study of the Bible, and the Dutch humanist, Erasmus,
was one of the first to publish the New Testament in the original Greek. The
invention of the printing press greatly facilitated the spread of the new

learning. Accompanying all this activity was a growth in scepticism and
free-thought.
If one could single out one city as the centre of the
Renaissance in Italy it would be Florence, and if one could single out one
person it would be Lorenzo de Medici, ‘Lorenzo the Magnificent.’ Lorenzo
was not a nobleman but a businessman whose family had made a fortune in
the textile trade. He was able to acquire manuscripts and antique works of
art and to surround himself with scholars and artists. One of the luminaries
in this group was Michelangelo whose ‘Pieta’, a marble sculpture of Mary
holding the dead body of Jesus, made a great impression on those who saw
it, and it still does. Another was Leonardo da Vinci, who was a multitalented genius. But Classical Greek art was more than just making images
in marble or bronze: it reflected a way of seeing the world and human beings
that depended on observation. This basic method was integral to the success
of the Renaissance. It led Copernicus (1473-1543) to conclude that the
planets revolved around the sun and it was the foundation of modern
science. Although Classical subjects were popular with Renaissance artists
much of their art was religious in nature, and the coin on display is an
example. On it John the Baptist, the patron saint of Florence, wears his
camel-hair coat and confronts the viewer, but the saint seems to be moving
and coming alive! The stiffness of the medieval world is dissolving as
human life is being reborn. People are looking at the world in a different
way and asking questions. A profound change has occurred.
**********
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77. FERDINAND AND ISABELLA

Gold double excelente of Fernando V and Isabel I of Spain, issued 1497-1504. 27 mms
diam. OBV: Busts of Ferdinand and Isabella. Cross above. S below. Inscription:
FERNANDVS ET HENISAB. REV: Eagle supporting shield showing arms of Castile &
Leon and Aragon & Sicily, with the pomegranate of Granada below. Latin inscription:
SUB UMBRA ANARUM (in the shadow of wings). MINT: Seville. REF: F 129.

In 711 Muslims from North Africa crossed over to Spain where they
defeated a Visigothic army. Their northward spread into France was stopped
at the Battle of Poitiers in 732 and they were forced back into Spain where
Muslim culture flourished for the next 700 years and their capital at Cordoba
became an important centre of learning. In the 15th century the Christian
kingdoms of Castile and Aragon took the lead in ending Muslim domination
in Spain. Their power increased when they were united by the marriage of
Isabella of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon in 1469. These monarchs were
determined to extend their rule to the whole of Spain and eventually only
Granada remained in Muslim hands, but in 1492 it too surrendered. They
worked closely with the Church and ordered the Muslims and Jews to
convert to Christianity or leave Spain. Some converted but thousands left.
Sadly they revived the Inquisition to test the faith of the new converts. It had
previously been used by the pope to root out heresy. Its methods were brutal
and many people were burnt at the stake. But Ferdinand and Isabella are

chiefly remembered because Christopher Columbus appealed to them in his
quest to find a westward route to India. He was a religious man and he felt
sure that he had been divinely selected for his mission. He never forgot this
aspect of his work, although fame and fortune were his goals. When he
eventually reached the West Indies in the ‘Santa Maria’ (Holy Mary) he
called the island in the Bahamas that was first sighted ‘San Salvador’ (Holy
Saviour), but much of the subsequent behaviour of the Spanish in the
Americas was far from Christian and the natives suffered greatly. Although
he was a strange, flawed man Columbus should be honoured as a Christian
whose vision and bravery led Renaissance Europe to the New World. His
name, ‘Christopher Columbus’ means ‘Christ-bearer’ and ‘colonizer’, and
sums up his achievement. On the coin SUB UMBRA AN(=L)ARUM is
short for Sub umbra alarum tuarum protege me, which is Psalm 17:8 (Hide
me in the shadow of your wings). The preceding verse begins, ‘Show the
wonder of your great love.’(NIV) Columbus might have handled this coin.
Initially buried in Seville his remains now lie in the cathedral of Santo
Domingo (St Dominic), the capital of the Dominican Republic. Dominic was
born in Castile in 1174 and founded the Dominican Order. He became
involved in the mission to the heretical Albigensians of South France against
whom Pope Innocent III launched a violent crusade. Albigensian beliefs
derived from Mani, but with the determined effort of the Inquisition their
religion was erased.
**********
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78. FREDERICK THE WISE

Silver thaler of Saxony, 1508-1525. 41 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Duke Friedrich
(Frederick) holding a sword. Above: Crossed swords (emblem of Saxony). Latin
inscription: FRID ERI:IOH AN:GE ORGIVS (Friedrich, Johann, Georg). REV: Busts of
Duke Johann and Duke Georg. Latin inscription: MONE: ARGEN DVCVM SAXO
(Silver money of the dukes of Saxony). MINT: Annaberg. REF: Davenport 9709.

Saxony was a group of territories in the north of Germany. In 1485 it was
divided between two brothers, Ernst and Albrecht. Ernst held the title
‘Elector’ because the duke of Saxony was one of the electors designated by
the pope in the 13th century to elect the Holy Roman Emperor. Ernst was
succeeded by his son Frederick the Wise (1486-1525) who was succeeded by
his brother Johann (1525-1532). Frederick and Johann were important
figures in the Protestant Reformation, which was a complex historical
process involving political, social and religious issues. Frederick founded the
university at Wittenberg and appointed Martin Luther to the staff. Luther is
generally credited with starting the Reformation when he nailed 95 theses on
the door of the castle church at Wittenberg in 1517, but reform was a
familiar idea in Western Europe long before Luther. Wycliffe had been
critical of the church in the 14th century, and his ideas were taken up by Jan
Hus in Bohemia. It is, however, doubtful whether such minorities were
important. The great wave of dissatisfaction that occurred after Luther’s
action was more a reflection of a better educated and more demanding laity

than any increase in the level of church corruption. Luther was incensed by
the dishonest practices associated with the sale of indulgences, which
reduced the penalties for sin, but his concern extended into the area of
church doctrine. As a monk he had tried to keep himself pure through
carefulness and frequent confession but it only made him more anxious. It
was when he read in Paul’s letter to the Romans that ‘the just shall live by
faith’ that he found peace. Subsequently he made justification by faith the
cornerstone of his teaching. Having been saved by Jesus’ self-giving on the
Cross the Christian is accepted into God’s loving embrace. This ‘theology of
the Cross’ was at the heart of the Protestant Reformation, but ideas need
some sort of political mechanism to enable them to influence the world. For
Luther this was provided largely by two of the men whose names appear on
the coin: Frederick and Johann. The third name on the coin is that of Duke
George, who was Frederick’s cousin. George opposed Luther, but Frederick
protected Luther and Johann united the German princes who supported
Luther into a strong alliance to protect Protestant interests. In 1530 Johann
accepted the Lutheran Augsburg Confession and by the time of his death
electoral Saxony was the leading Protestant state in Germany. When George,
who was a duke of Saxony outside Frederick’s domains, died in 1539 his
brother Henry succeeded him and immediately made his subjects Lutheran.
**********
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79. VIENNA

Silver ‘siege coin’ equivalent to 6 kreuzer, minted at Vienna in 1529. 17 x 19 mms.
OBV: German inscription: TVRCK BLEGERT WIEN 15Z9 (The Turks are besieging
Vienna 1529). REV: Cross with shields of Austria, Bohemia, Hungary and Castile in the
quadrants. MINT: Vienna. REF: Sch. 4214.

Constantinople was captured by the Turks in 1453. The city had been
bravely defended by the last Byzantine emperor, Constantine XI, but it had
never recovered from its sacking by the Crusaders in 1204. When the Turks
broke into the city a terrible massacre occurred. Even the congregation at
worship in Hagia Sophia was massacred. The priests at the altar continued
the liturgy until they too were killed. Some Orthodox Christians believe that
one or two of the priests took the chalice and paten and mysteriously
disappeared into the stone wall of the sanctuary and will reappear when
Constantinople becomes a Christian city again. They will resume the liturgy
at the point where they were interrupted. After Constantinople fell the
Christians of Eastern Europe wondered when their turn would come. The
Turks gradually extended their rule northwards to cover most of Hungary
and in 1529 they arrived at the gates of Vienna. The citizens were afraid that
the city walls would not withstand the forces of Suleiman I, who had
defeated a Hungarian army at Mohacs in 1526 when about 17,000
Hungarian soldiers were killed. The ruler of Vienna was Ferdinand I, the
brother of the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, but Charles was fighting a
war in Spain and could spare only a small detachment of soldiers. Ferdinand

retired to Bohemia and put Niklas Graf Salm, a 70-year old German
mercenary, in command of the defence of Vienna. He arrived with a force of
German mercenaries and set about re-enforcing the walls. Suleiman began
his campaign in May with an army estimated at about 200,000 soldiers.
Although heavy rain had caused his large cannon to become bogged, his
artillery began a relentless pounding of the city walls. Because the German
soldiers were mercenaries the anxious citizens melted down their silver plate
and other silver objects to make crude coins. These hurriedly made coins are
called ‘siege coins’ and the coin on display is one of them. On the reverse
are the emblems of Ferdinand’s domains. Eventually on the night of 14th
October the citizens heard the terrible screams of the prisoners being killed
by the Turks before beginning their retreat. Heavy snow falls turned their
retreat into a disaster and thousands perished. The siege of Vienna was one
of the great turning points in history and honour is due to Niklas Graf Salm,
the Defender of Vienna, who died from his wounds the next year. If Vienna
had fallen the world would be very different. In 1555 Ferdinand concluded
the era of religious strife in Germany that followed the rise of Lutheranism
by arranging the Peace of Augsburg, which recognized the right of princes to
determine the religion of their subjects.
**********
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80. HENRY VIII

Silver groat (four pence) of Henry VIII (1509-1547 AD). 25 mms diam. OBV: Bust of
Henry. Latin inscription reads, ‘Henry 8, by the grace of God, king of England, France &
Ireland.’ Mintmark: lis (lily). REV: Cross on a shield showing lions (England) and lilies
(France). Latin inscription: POSVI DEVM ADIVTORE’ MEV’ (I have made God my
helper.) Mintmark: lis. MINT: Tower of London. REF: Seaby 2369 (3rd coinage issued
1544-7).

Henry was only 18 when he became king in 1509. He was intelligent, well
educated and good at sports. In fact he seemed to be a perfect example of the
complete ‘Renaissance man’, and the future looked bright to his subjects.
When Martin Luther initiated the Reformation in 1517, Henry wrote a
defence of the Roman system, which earned him the title, FIDEI
DEFENSOR (Defender of the Faith) from the pope. In 1544 Parliament
recognized this as an official title of the English monarch and it appeared
regularly on British coinage from the reign of George I (1714-1727), but it is
ironic that although it originally referred to a defence of Roman Catholic
doctrine, on the coins of George I and subsequent British monarchs it
referred to a defence of Anglicanism. Henry was anxious to produce a male
heir and as his marriage to Katherine of Aragon had produced only a female
child, Mary, he tried to obtain a divorce, but it was denied by the pope. He
therefore introduced measures that placed England outside the control of the
Roman Church, and Thomas Cranmer, the new archbishop of Canterbury,
granted the divorce. Although Henry was now head of Church and State he

was still a Roman Catholic at heart and the English Reformation had not yet
begun. Cranmer, however, was sympathetic to the Reformation movement
that was causing such a stir in northern Europe at the time. The Bibles that
were available to the clergy were in Latin and one of the basic demands of
the Reformers was that Christians should be able to read the Bible in their
own language. Some of the English bishops recommended to their dioceses
that the Bible be read in English, and an English version, the Great Bible,
was produced. Meanwhile Henry was becoming more tyrannical, dissolving
the monasteries and dictating what people should believe. His Six Articles
Act reaffirmed Catholic doctrine in such matters as clerical celibacy. He
went on to have six wives, two of whom he executed. Self-centered,
suspicious and unforgiving, he was a great disappointment as a Christian
monarch, and the Latin inscription on the reverse of this coin seems
particularly hypocritical: “I have made God my helper.” It is Psalm 54:4a
and had appeared on many silver coins from the time of Edward III who in
1328 laid claim to the French crown. This claim appeared on the coins of
every British monarch until 1801. In 1544 when this coin was issued Henry
was about 52 years old, but he had become a sad and bitter old man.
**********
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81. EDWARD VI

Silver shilling of Edward VI, King of England (1547-1553). 32 mms diam. OBV: Bust
of Edward VI. Rose on left and XII on right. Latin inscription: EDWARD’.VI: D’.G’.
AGL’. FRA’. Z. HIB’. REX. (Edward VI, by the grace of God, king of England, France
and Ireland) with mintmark ‘y’ (Southwark). REV: Cross on a shield. Latin inscription:
POSVI DEV’. AD IVTORE’. MEVM: (I have made God my helper) with mintmark: ‘y’
(Southwark). MINT: Southwark in London. REF: Seaby 2482.

Edward was only nine when his father, Henry VIII, died in 1547. His
mother, Anne Seymour, who was Henry’s third wife, died from
complications of childbirth only 12 days after his birth. On his accession his
uncle, Edward Seymour, led a regency council that controlled both Church
and State. Seymour was a church reformer and he was supported in this by
Archbishop Cranmer. Conservative bishops like Stephen Gardiner of
Winchester were imprisoned and royal injunctions were published ordering
changes in the churches along Protestant lines. Some extreme Protestants, in
objecting to the Roman doctrine of transubstantiation, made fun of the
words, ‘Hoc est corpus meum’(This is my body), corrupting them to ‘Hocuspocus’. Cranmer, however, was not sympathetic to extreme Protestantism
and tried to follow a Via Media (middle way). In 1549 he issued an English
Prayer Book, which attempted to preserve the best of England’s preReformation heritage while purging it of anything that might encourage
superstition. In Cornwall there was an uprising against the Prayer Book, and

the Earl of Warwick, later to become Duke of Northumberland, took the
opportunity to seize power. He introduced even more radical changes. An
Act was passed promoting iconoclasm and the Bishop of London ordered
that stone altars be replaced by wooden tables in accordance with the
Reformed teaching that the idea of sacrifice should be replaced by that of a
commemorative Communion. In 1552 an Act of Uniformity was passed
demanding that everyone attend church services and a Second English
Prayer Book was issued in which Eucharistic vestments, the hearing of
confessions, and prayers for the dead were omitted but the most significant
change occurred in the Eucharist where commemoration replaced sacrifice
and Real Presence. Edward was an intelligent and devout boy and he agreed
with the measures being taken to consolidate the English Reformation. In
1553 when he was fifteen he died of tuberculosis. The portrait on the coin
shows him aged 13. The rose to his right affirms that he is of the Tudor
dynasty and XII to his left indicates the denomination (12 pence). On the
reverse the shield shows the lions of England and the fleurs-de-lis of France
because English kings had claimed the French throne since the reign of
Edward III. As on his father’s coins the inscription is Psalm 54:4a. His short
reign was an important and seminal one for the history of the Church in
England.
**********
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82. PHILIP AND MARY

Silver shilling of Philip and Mary, King and Queen of England. 30 mms diam. OBV:
Busts of Philip of Spain and Queen Mary of England. Crown above. Latin inscription
around. REV: Combined emblems of Philip and Mary. Crown and X II above. Latin
inscription around. REF: Seaby 2498.

Mary, the eldest child of Henry VIII, became queen in 1553 at the age of 37.
Her mother was Spanish and she was a devout Roman Catholic. She
intended to undo all that her half-brother and father had done and to restore
communion with Rome. She dropped the title, Supreme Head of the Church
of England, although she continued to act as such. All bishops were required
to restore the old order and to remove married priests and Protestant-leaning
clergy. Stone altars were rebuilt to replace the wooden tables, and images
and vestments were restored. The people did not resist, apparently happy to
return to the old ways. But Mary became very unpopular when in 1554 she
married Prince Philip, heir to the throne of Spain and a keen supporter of the
Catholic Counter-Reformation. Philip thus became joint sovereign of
England, and the Latin inscription on the obverse of the coin reads, ‘Philip
and Mary by the grace of God, king and queen (R.) of England, France,
Naples, Portugal and Spain.’ On the occasion of his marriage to Mary, Philip
was given the kingdom of Naples and Sicily by his father, the Holy Roman
emperor, Charles V, but neither Philip nor Mary were rulers of France and
hostilities with the French soon began, resulting in the loss of Calais,

England’s last possession in Europe. Also Philip was not actually king of
Spain although he ruled that country in his father’s absence. Nor was he king
of Portugal, and he was never crowned king of England. Mary became even
more unpopular when she began to persecute heretics and some 300 victims
were executed, earning her the nickname, ‘Bloody Mary’. Cranmer was
burnt at the stake and his position of archbishop of Canterbury was taken by
the English cardinal Pole who had been sent from Rome to bring about
reconciliation with the English Church. The major problem with the
reconciliation process was that those who had become wealthy after the
dissolution of the monasteries under Henry VIII would not give up their
gains. Eventually an Act of Repeal was passed that annulled all ecclesiastical
legislation since 1528, except for the dissolution of the monasteries. Unable
to have children and with her husband leaving her in 1557, Mary became
depressed and ill, and died in 1558. The Latin inscription on the reverse of
the coin is Psalm 54:4a but expressed in the plural: “We have made God our
helper.” In 1556 Philip became king of Spain, the Netherlands, the
Philippines (which were named after him) and the vast Spanish empire in
America. He was a devout Roman Catholic and suppressed heresy in his
own domains and intervened against the Protestant Huguenots in France, but
his religious policies led to civil war in the Netherlands. He died of cancer in
1598 aged 70.
**********
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83. POPE PAUL IV

Silver giulio of Pope Paul IV (1555-1559 AD). 21 mms diam. OBV: Emblem of Paul IV
below crossed keys and papal tiara. Latin inscription: PAVLVS IIII. PONT. MAX. (Paul
IV, Pontifex Maximus). REV: St Paul stands holding sword and Gospels. Latin
inscription: S. PAVLVS. ALMA. ROMA. (St Paul, Bountiful Rome). There is a
mintmaster’s symbol after PAVLVS. MINT: Rome. REF: Berman 1040.

In 1521 Pope Leo X excommunicated Martin Luther. In 1523 Giulio de
Medici, the nephew of Lorenzo, became pope as Clement VII, but he did not
understand how deep-seated were the feelings aroused by Luther. In political
matters he was indecisive and when he sided with France against the
emperor Charles V, Italy was invaded and Rome sacked by the imperial
forces. Probably because he was afraid of Charles he did not annul the
marriage of Henry VIII to Catherine of Aragon, who was Charles’ aunt, but
this resulted in the separation of the English Church from Rome. Clement
was succeeded in 1534 by Paul III who had been educated at Lorenzo’s
court. He became a patron of the arts and appointed Michelangelo chief
architect of St Peter’s, but his principal claim to greatness is his calling of
the Council of Trent, which began its deliberations in 1545. Charles had
previously demanded that a council be held and Paul co-operated with him
in this. Paul expected the council to merely condemn Luther’s teaching, but
it was to continue on and off for 18 years and in the first period (1545-7) it
dealt with some important issues including the matter of justification.
Whereas the Protestant view was that the faithful were acceptable to God

simply because of their faith, the Council introduced the idea of cooperation. For Roman Catholics righteousness is imparted not imputed. In
other words God makes faithful people righteous through his divine activity
in them and with their co-operation. Paul III also instituted the ‘Holy Office’
for the suppression of heresy and approved the Society of Jesus (Jesuits)
founded by Ignatius Loyola ‘for the propagation of the faith’. When Paul IV
became pope in 1555 he did not want to be constrained by the Council and
he attempted to replace it with a reform commission. A devout ascetic he
believed in papal supremacy as symbolized by the keys on his coin. These
are the keys of the kingdom of heaven given to Peter (Mt 16:19). Paul IV
was autocratic and intolerant. He denounced the Peace of Augsburg (1555)
as a pact with heresy and he used the Inquisition to suppress opposition. For
the first time Jews were confined to ghettos and forced to wear distinctive
headgear. On the coin Saint Paul holds a sword, and in his letter to the
Ephesians (6:17) he refers to the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God. Unfortunately Paul IV did not obey God in loving his neighbor, and his
harsh narrow-mindedness caused great harm. When he died in 1559 the
Romans rejoiced, and the Council of Trent was re-convoked in 1562 by his
successor.
**********
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84. ELIZABETH I

Silver shilling of Elizabeth I, Queen of England (1558-1603 AD). 30 mms diam. OBV:
Bust of Elizabeth. Latin inscription reads, ‘Elizabeth by the grace of God Queen of
England, France and Ireland.’ REV: Cross on a shield. The shield has fleurs-de-lis
(France) and lions (England) on it. Latin inscription reads, ‘I have made God my helper.’
(Psalm 54:4a) Mintmark: woolpack (1594-6). REF: Seaby 2577 (5th issue: 1582-1600).

Elizabeth was the daughter of Henry VIII and his second wife, Ann Boleyn.
She became queen in 1558 on the death of her half-sister, Mary, who had reimposed Roman Catholicism on England. There was a serious shortage of
clergy after twenty years of sackings and executions, and the people
wondered what would happen under Elizabeth. Therefore her first
Parliament in 1559 passed two acts that together form what is known as the
‘Elizabethan Settlement.’ The Act of Supremacy confirmed the separation
from Rome and required all officials to acknowledge Elizabeth not as
‘supreme head’ but as ‘supreme governor’ of Church and State. The Act of
Uniformity re-introduced the Prayer Book of 1552, with a few minor
alterations, as the standard of worship. Her choice of the scholarly reformer,
Matthew Parker, as Archbishop of Canterbury showed where her sympathies
lay, but when it became clear that her policy would be a moderate one, those
at either end of the spectrum, the papists and the Puritans, were uneasy. The
former were encouraged when Mary, Queen of Scots, fled to England in
1568. She was a Catholic and many believed her to be the rightful queen of
England. A rebellion in her support broke out in the north but was

suppressed. A papal bull excommunicated Elizabeth and anyone who obeyed
her, but by this time a degree of national pride centred on Elizabeth, and
when King Philip of Spain sent an armada against England a wave of
patriotism swept the country and the armada was destroyed. Sterner
measures against Catholics were imposed and about 250 were executed. On
the other hand the Puritans did not want to overthrow the Church of
England. They wanted reform along Calvinist lines with abolition of the
episcopacy and more power to the laity. They opposed the Prayer Book of
1559 and they particularly disliked priestly vestments. Elizabeth wished to
keep the Church free from foreign interference and the official policy
became that of the Via Media (middle way). In 1563 the Convocation of the
clergy revised the 42 articles of 1553, reducing them to 39. With the queen’s
approval they became the statement of the Church of England’s attitude to
the doctrinal disputes of the time. The English theologian, Richard Hooker,
further defined Anglicanism in a series of books in which he promoted the
use of reason in religious matters. On the coin Elizabeth is about 59.
Intelligent, but not beautiful, she never married. During her reign the
foundation of Anglicanism was laid. It was considered to rest on scripture,
tradition and reason.
**********
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85. POPE GREGORY XIII

Lead seal (bulla) of Pope Gregory XIII (1572-1585 AD). 38 mms diam. OBV: Head of
St Paul to left with S P A (St Paul) adjacent, and head of St Peter to right with S P E (St
Peter) adjacent. Cross below.
REV: Inscription: GREGORIVS PAPA XIII. The
remains of a hemp cord that passed through the seal can be seen. The seal would have
been attached to a mandamentum (instruction) written by the pope in Rome.

When Pope Paul IV died in 1559 he was succeeded by Pius IV, who had a
different personality. He was friendly and likeable and cancelled the more
repressive measures of his predecessor. He reconvened the Council of Trent,
which met again in 1562. The emperor Charles V, who had been opposed to
Luther, abdicated in 1556 and his brother, Ferdinand, was elected emperor.
He and the king of France still hoped for reconciliation with the Protestants
and wanted the Council to start all over again, but it continued on with its
agenda, as King Philip of Spain had wished. The Council passed strongly
anti-Lutheran decrees dealing with the sacraments, the mass, prayers for the
dead, and other matters. Pius IV immediately promulgated its decrees but
reserved their interpretation to himself. His nephew, Charles Borromeo,
cardinal archbishop of Milan, was one of the leaders of the Catholic
Reformation. He promoted the education of the clergy and founded ‘Sunday
schools’ for children. He did much to contain the influence of Protestantism
and was canonized in 1610. Pius IV was succeeded by Pius V who had been

Inquisitor General. He pledged to extirpate heresy and fight the Turks. In
1570 he excommunicated Elizabeth I of England, which made life more
difficult for English Roman Catholics. With Spain and Venice, whose
maritime commercial interests were at stake, he formed a holy league and in
1571 the Turks were defeated at the naval Battle of Lepanto. When Gregory
XIII became pope in 1572 he set about implementing the reforms of the
Council. He supported the Jesuits and with their help he vigorously
promoted missionary activity in the New World and Asia. It was during his
term that the corpus of canon law was published and the calendar reformed.
Also during his term a terrible incident occurred in France. In 1539 the
French Protestant Church had organized itself along Calvinist lines and its
adherents were known as Huguenots. Jean Calvin was one of the leading
Protestant reformers and had established himself at Geneva. His book,
‘Institutes of the Christian Religion’, was very influential. The numbers of
Huguenots were increasing, but on St Bartholomew’s Day 1572 thousands
were massacred in Paris and other cities. Pope Gregory publicly rejoiced and
issued a medallion to commemorate the event. On the reverse of the
medallion there is an angel with a sword and a cross. She advances against a
heap of wounded and dying men, and the inscription reads, ‘Downfall of the
Huguenots’. The seal on display would have been attached to one of
Gregory’s numerous letters. The term, Papal Bull, comes from the bulla
(seal).
**********
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86. JAMES I

Gold unite of James I, king of England (1603-1625 AD). 37 mms diam. OBV: Crowned
half-length bust of James wearing ornate armour and holding sceptre and orb. Tower
mintmark. Latin inscription around. REV: Crowned shield with rampant lion (Scotland)
in upper right quadrant, harp (Ireland) in lower left quadrant, and combined emblems of
France (fleurs-de-lis) and England (lions) in the other quadrants. I to left and R to right.
Latin inscription around. Mintmark: tower (issued 1612 - 1613). REF: Seaby 2619.

When Elizabeth died in 1603 James became king of England. He was
already king of Scotland as James VI and the two kingdoms were therefore
combined. The emblem of Scotland (a rampant lion) appears on the shield
on this coin and the surrounding Latin inscription is FACIAM EOS IN
GENTEM UNAM, which is Ezekiel 37:22 (I will make them one nation.)
On the obverse the Latin inscription states that, by the grace of God, James
(IACOBVS) is king, not of England, but of Great Britain (MAG.BRI.),
France and Ireland. ‘By the grace of God’ (D.G.) appears on all James’ coins
and he believed strongly in the divine right of kings, imposing his royal will
on all matters of Church and State. He supported the episcopacy, which for
him stood together with monarchy. On his journey from Scotland the
Puritans presented a petition stating some of their grievances. James referred
the matter to a conference in which he took an active role and made clear
that he was on the side of the Establishment. The conference ordered a new
translation of the Bible, known as the Authorized or King James Version,
which appeared in 1611 and was to have a great influence on the form of

modern English. It was based on the Bible translated from the original Greek
and Hebrew in about 1525 by William Tyndale. But the Puritans were
unhappy especially when James published a declaration commending Morris
dancing on Sundays. Many Protestants moved to Holland which had become
much influenced by Calvinism and one group at Leyden decided to return to
England in order to emigrate to the New World, which they did in 1620 in
the ‘Mayflower’. The Catholics were also unhappy. Any hopes for
reconciliation with Rome were shattered by the Gunpowder Plot of 1605, in
which some fanatics intended to blow up the king and Parliament because of
his refusal to grant more religious toleration to Catholics. The result was
intensified suspicion of Catholics and the enforcement of laws requiring
them to attend Anglican Church services. Although James’ mother, Mary of
Scotland, had been a Catholic he had no contact with her after infancy and
was brought up as a Presbyterian. She fled to England where she was
imprisoned for 20 years and eventually executed by Elizabeth in 1587. The
portrait of James on the coin shows him at age 56. When James died in 1625
his son Charles became king. He was even more autocratic and civil war
broke out in 1642. The royalists lost the war and Charles was executed.
**********
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87. SAXONY: JOHANN GEORG I

Silver thaler of Johann Georg, Duke of Saxony (1611-1656 AD). 45 mms diam. OBV:
Bust of Johann Georg between IOH and GEOR. Above: 1630 25 Juny. Latin
inscription: CONFESS LUTHER AUG EXHIBITAE SECULUM (The Lutheran
Confession at Augsburg showing a century). REV: Bust of Johann (Ioannes) between
IOAN and NES. Above: 1530 25 Juny. Emblems in four quarters. Latin inscription:
NOMEN DOMINI TURRIS FORTISSIMA (The name of the Lord is the strongest
tower). REF: KM 408.

This coin was issued in 1630 by Duke Johann Georg of Saxony to mark 100
years since the Augsburg Confession when the duke of Saxony was Johann I
(1525-1532). After the Diet of Worms in 1521 when Luther defended his
teachings before the emperor Charles V and was formally condemned in the
Edict of Worms, there were calls for a general church council. As Pope
Clement had no intention of calling one Charles decided to convene the Diet
of Speyer, but was unable to attend. The Diet resolved that each state should
be free to conduct its own religious affairs. Charles sent an order to Speyer
demanding that this act be repealed and that the Edict of Worms be enforced.
The majority of the states complied with the emperor’s demand but the
Lutheran states, including 14 free cities, drew up a protest in which they
stated that they could not be compelled to act contrary to faith or conscience.
This ‘protest’ was the origin of the term ‘Protestant’. Charles ignored the
protest and prepared to attend the Diet to be held at Augsburg. It was too
dangerous for Luther to attend the Diet at Augsburg and he stayed in

Johann’s great castle of Coburg. It is generally believed that it was during
this period that he wrote his famous hymn, ‘A Mighty Fortress is our God’,
which is Number 103 in Together in Song, the Australian Hymn Book II.
The inscription on the reverse of the coin, which is Proverbs 18:10a, is very
similar. Because Luther was unable to attend the Diet he left the Protestant
case in the hands of Philip Melancthon, his friend and colleague at
Wittenberg. Melancthon was the chief architect of the Augsburg Confession,
one of the great documents of the Reformation and the creed of the Lutheran
and allied churches. The Diet of Augsburg was held in 1530 and Johann was
one of the first to arrive in order to obtain the support of the Protestant states
for the Confession, which consisted of two parts. The first contained the
articles of faith and the second explained the Lutheran position of giving the
cup to the laity, denial of the sacrificial character of the Lord’s Supper, and
opposition to clerical celibacy. To show disagreement with the more extreme
reformers there was no mention of the universal priesthood of believers,
transubstantiation, or purgatory; but the Catholics could not accept the
Confession. Charles declared the Protestant position untenable and
threatened to use force as the protector of the Church. To meet the imperial
threat the Protestant states formed the League of Schmalkalden in 1531.
Many years of religious warfare ensued.
**********
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88. THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND

Silver crown of the Commonwealth of England (1649-1660 AD). 44 mms diam. OBV:
Inscription: THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND around two branches enclosing a
shield bearing a St George Cross. Mintmark: sun. REV: Inscription: GOD WITH VS
1653 around two shields, one bearing a St George Cross and the other a harp. Above: V
(5 shillings). MINT: Tower of London. REF: Seaby 3214.

England was declared a Commonwealth in 1649 after the monarchy had
been abolished and a Council of State established. King Charles I had been
beheaded after a civil war that had dragged on for seven years. Charles had
dissolved Parliament and ruled without it from 1629 to 1640. He entrusted
ecclesiastical matters to William Laud, Bishop of London and later
Archbishop of Canterbury. Although a believer in the Via Media of
Anglicanism Laud imposed High Church measures in an authoritarian way.
In 1641 Parliament presented Charles with a list of grievances. Those that
dealt with religion included a request to reduce the power of bishops and to
remove ‘Popish ceremonies’. Charles was furious and entered Parliament
with some of his soldiers in an unsuccessful attempt to arrest some of its
members. This was the spark that set off the civil war between the followers
of the king and those who supported Parliament. Oliver Cromwell, a Puritan
member of Parliament, became a captain in the Parliamentary army. After
the war he became chairman of the Council and from 1653 Lord Protector of
England, Scotland and Ireland. He tried to be tolerant. Jews were permitted
to return to England and Roman Catholics enjoyed more liberty than they

had done since Mary Tudor. Having made the Book of Common Prayer
illegal he abolished the episcopate and allowed congregations to choose their
own ministers. Under these conditions various independent sects developed,
the chief of which were the Congregationalists, where power was with the
laity. A number of Baptist churches sprang up and the Society of Friends
(Quakers) was formed. But the influence of Calvinism made English church
life rather dull. The observance of Christmas Day was forbidden and only
civil marriages were allowed. Although most in the Church of England
simply conformed to the new regime many of the clergy who had supported
Archbishop Laud went abroad including some to the court in exile where
they made efforts to keep the king, Charles II, faithful to the Church of
England. They were confident that the old system would be restored
eventually. Two years after Cromwell’s death in 1658, the monarchy was
restored but it would never again be as strong as it was before. The coin
reflects the spirit of the Commonwealth. The Cross of St George is the
emblem of England, but why St George should be connected with England is
unknown. His legend might have been popularized by returning Crusaders.
The harp is the symbol of Ireland where it was important in Celtic culture.
**********
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89. JAMES II

Brass half-crown of James II (1685-1688 AD). ‘Gun money’ issued from 1689 to 1690.
31 mms diam. OBV: Head of James II. Latin inscription around.
REV: Crown and
sceptres between J and R. Above: [X]XX. Below: Sept (month of issue). Date 1689.
Latin inscription around. Minted in Ireland. REF: KM 95.

James was the second surviving son of Charles I, who had been executed in
1649. He had been made duke of York in 1634 and his brother, Charles,
became king in 1660 after the Restoration. James became admiral of the
navy and when New Amsterdam was captured it was renamed New York in
his honour. In about 1668 he converted to Roman Catholicism. This became
public knowledge when James resigned as admiral after an act of Parliament
in 1673 required all officials to denounce the Catholic doctrine of
transubstantiation. When he became king on the death of Charles II in 1685
he assured his subjects that he would protect the Church of England. That
same year there were Protestant rebellions in England and Scotland that
were ruthlessly suppressed, and James began to give concessions to
Catholics and manoeuvre them into positions of power. James took a tolerant
attitude and suspended all penal laws against nonconformists as well as the
Catholics. The archbishop of Canterbury and six bishops petitioned the king
against this action. James imprisoned them in the Tower of London, but at
their trial the jury found them not guilty. A group of leading Englishmen
then wrote to William of Orange inviting him to invade England, which he

did in 1688, and James fled to France. William had married Mary, the eldest
daughter of James II, and was the champion of European Protestantism.
Mary and her sister, Anne, were Anglicans but William was a Dutch
Calvinist. The archbishop of Canterbury, five bishops and about 400 clergy
refused to take the oath of allegiance to William and Mary because they
believed that James was king DEI GRATIA (by the grace of God) and they
could not rebel against the divine will. On the coin dated Sept 1689 the
inscription around James’ head is IACOBVS II DEI GRATIA. The Latin
inscription on the reverse reads, ‘King of Great Britain, France and Ireland.’
In March 1689 James invaded Ireland, and with Irish and French soldiers he
intended to invade England and regain the throne. He needed a lot of money
for this purpose and he began to melt down old cannon and church bells to
provide metal for coins. The idea was that this ‘gun money’ would be
redeemable in standard coinage when James regained the throne, and to
make this a gradual process the month of issue was shown on the coin. But
James was defeated by William in a battle at the Boyne River in 1690 and he
retired to a life of private devotion in France. Eventually William and Mary
regained the support of the Church of England, and Parliament passed a
‘Toleration Act’ allowing nonconformists (but not Catholics) to have their
own places of worship.
**********

A History of Christianity in Coins

90. QUEEN ANNE

Silver crown of Queen Anne (1702-1714 AD). 38 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Anne.
VIGO below bust. ANNA DEI GRATIA around. REV: Star of the Garter surrounded
by 4 shields showing lions (England), rampant lion (Scotland), harp (Ireland) and fleurs
de lis (France). Surrounding Latin inscription reads, ‘Queen of Great Britain, France and
Ireland, 1703.’ Inscription on rim: ANNO REGNI TERTIO + DECUS ET TUTAMEN
(In the third year of the reign + an ornament and a safeguard). The latter phrase is from
Virgil’s Aeneid. It means that the words will prevent tampering with the coin. REF:
Seaby 3576.

When William III died in 1702 he was succeeded by his sister-in-law, Anne.
She was the Protestant daughter of the Catholic James II. William’s aim had
been to curb the power of Catholic France under Louis XIV. As a Calvinist
he was rather baffled by Anglicanism, which was neither wholly Protestant
nor wholly Catholic. Queen Anne favoured the High Church party of the
Church of England, but religious and political matters had become more
complicated since two political parties had emerged during William’s reign,
the Tories and the Whigs. The names were originally derogatory and referred
to Irish guerillas and Scottish Presbyterians respectively. They differed over
religious matters and foreign policy. The Tories tended to be High Church
while the Whigs tended to support dissenters. The Whigs favoured an
aggressive policy in Europe, with which the queen agreed, while the Tories
believed that the enemy should be engaged only at sea. The latter strategy
bore fruit in 1702 when a British-Dutch fleet defeated a Franco-Spanish fleet

in Vigo Bay in north-west Spain. The captured silver bullion was made into
coins that have the word VIGO under the bust of Anne. Following the start
of the War of Spanish Succession in 1701 the political situation in Europe
became very complicated. Various countries aligned themselves behind the
different claimants for the Spanish throne that had become vacant. In
English religion there developed a yearning for simplicity, and deism
became popular; but by reducing religion to what was reasonable and
natural, deism ignored the revelation of God in Christ, which was the
essence of Christianity. Books by the Whig philosopher, John Locke, did
much to engender a questioning attitude in religion and government. But
church life during Anne’s reign was rather dull, and on the whole the clergy
were not popular. Anne herself had a sad life. Despite being pregnant 18
times no child survived, and anxiety increased when it was realized that the
next Protestant in line to succeed Anne was a German prince who lived in
faraway Hanover and could not speak English! Anne’s coins changed
slightly in 1707 with the Act of Union uniting the kingdoms of Scotland and
England. The act also protected Scottish Presbyterianism. When Anne died
in 1714 it was the Lutheran Prince George of Hanover who succeeded her.
**********

A History of Christianity in Coins

91. MEXICO: PHILIP V

Silver 8 reales of Philip V (1700-1746 AD). 38 mms diam. OBV: Crowned shield. Latin
inscription reads, ‘Philip V, by the grace of God, King of Spain and the Indies.’ MF
(Assayers’ initials) to left, and 8 to right. REV: Crown above 2 globes between 2 pillars
(The Pillars of Hercules = Gibraltar and Ceuta, with Strait of Gibraltar between). PLUS
(much) on left pillar and VLTR[A] (beyond) on right pillar. Latin Inscription:
VTRAQUE VNUM (Both are one). MO (Mexico) and 1738. MINT: Mexico City.
REF: KM 103.

This coin had an interesting ‘life’. When the Spanish conquistador,
Hernando Cortes, overthrew the Aztec empire in the 16th century many of
the natives were put to work in silver mines, and originally the coin was a
lump of silver ore dug out by one of the native workers. It was smelted and
taken to Mexico City where the coin was minted. It was not hand-struck as
in the past because by 1738 the screw press had been invented. After minting
it was loaded onto a galleon bound for Spain. There was a danger that the
galleon would be captured by pirates for its ‘pieces of 8’, but presumably it
reached Spain and after passing through various hands in commercial
transactions the coin was loaded onto a Dutch sailing ship, the ‘Hollandia’,
which was on her maiden voyage from the port of Texel to the Dutch East
Indies. She was an East Indiaman built for the Dutch East India Company.
On board were 275 people including the governor of the Dutch East Indies.
She set sail on 3rd July 1743 and was still in the English Channel when a
gale blew up. Near the Scilly Isles, off the SW tip of England, she struck

Gunner Rock. The sound of her cannon being fired in the night was heard on
the Isles, but nothing could be done, and everyone on board drowned. The
vessel with the coin sank to the ocean floor, where the coin sat for the next
228 years. Corrosion caused pitting on the surface of the coin. In 1971 a
team of divers using special equipment detected cannon at a depth of 120
feet. Eventually a large number of coins and other objects were raised to the
surface. Through all its adventures the coin displayed the sign that showed it
was the product of a Christian world. The sign is the tiny cross on top of the
crown that appears on both sides of the coin. On the obverse the crown is
above the emblem of Philip V, who was a descendant of Philip II and a
devout Roman Catholic. He was of the French Bourbon dynasty, hence the
fleurs-de-lis. On the reverse, the crown is above both sides of the world, and
the inscription, ‘Both are one’, refers to the Old and New Worlds being on
the one globe. The sea passage between the Pillars of Hercules led to an
exciting new world where the call of ‘much beyond’ was heard by millions
of Europeans with the result that Christianity spread all over the globe. In
England the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel was formed in 1701
to evangelize the non-Christian races subject to the British crown. It was a
forerunner of the Church Missionary Society, which was an Anglican
organization founded in 1799. It still sends missionaries to various parts of
the world.
**********
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92. GEORGE II

Silver half-crown of George II, king of Great Britain (1727-1760 AD). 33 mms diam.
OBV: Bust of George II. LIMA below bust. Latin inscription: GEORGIUS II DEI
GRATIA. REV: Four crowned shields around symbol of the Order of the Garter, which
has the Cross of St George in the centre. The shields bear the emblems of Great Britain,
France, Ireland, and the duchy of Brunswick-Luneburg. The abbreviated Latin inscription
reads, ‘King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Duke of
Brunswick and Luneburg, Archtreasurer of the Holy Roman Empire and Elector. 1745.’
REF: Seaby 3695.

When Queen Anne died childless in 1714 her nearest Protestant relative was
George, the Elector of Hanover. According to the Act of Settlement of 1701,
only a Protestant could succeed to the throne, which excluded the Catholic
descendants of James II. Although George I was a Lutheran he wished to
establish religious toleration in his new kingdom. His son succeeded him as
George II. This king was interested in military matters and actually fought
on the battlefield against the French at Dettingen in 1743. France had
aligned with Spain against Hanover and England in the War of the Austrian
Succession (1740-1748). On his coin George II honours the achievement of
one of his sea captains, George Anson, who captured a Spanish galleon
loaded with silver coins that had been minted at Lima in Peru. In England
the coins were re-struck with the word LIMA below the king’s bust. In 1738
an event occurred that was to have a great impact on the Church in England.
It involved an Anglican priest called John Wesley who underwent a spiritual

experience in which his heart was ‘strangely warmed’ as he listened to a
reading of Luther’s preface to Paul’s letter to the Romans. He realized that it
was a personal relationship with God that was obtained by faith alone. This
experience happened ‘to kindle a fire’ in him that drove him to preach the
gospel with enthusiasm. He preached in the open and large numbers flocked
to hear him, and many were converted. Since the Reformation the term
‘evangelical’ (from Greek euangelion, good news) had been applied to
Protestant churches that claimed to base their teaching on the Gospel, but in
England it came to be applied to those Christians who developed in the mold
of Wesley. They emphasized personal salvation and the power of the Holy
Spirit to transform the individual. Unfortunately the conservative members
of the Anglican Establishment did not look kindly on the new movement,
and although many evangelicals remained in the Anglican Church most of
Wesley’s followers separated from it to form the Methodist Church. For
evangelicals the Cross is central in their understanding of Christianity, and in
the centre of the coin there is a Cross. It appears on the Order of the Garter,
the highest British honour, which Queen Anne gave to George II in 1706. He
was a religious man who like Luther loved music. When he heard Handel’s
Hallelujah Chorus he was so overcome that he stood up, causing the whole
audience to stand, which they have done ever since whenever it is
performed. Handel’s music infused England’s national culture.
**********
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93. GEORGE III

Silver crown of George III (1760-1820 AD). 38 mms diam. OBV: Head of George III.
Latin inscription reads, ‘George III, by the grace of God, King of the Britons, Defender
of the Faith. 1820.’ REV: Saint George killing a dragon, within the Garter which has a
French inscription on it: HONI SOIT QUI MAL Y PENSE (Shame on him who thinks
evil of it). On rim: ‘ANNO LX.’ MINT: London. REF: Seaby 3787.

It was during the reign of George III that Captain James Cook made his
great voyages. When he discovered the east coast of Australia he was
accompanied by Joseph Banks after whom Brisbane’s beautiful Banksia
trees are named. Banks was a man of many interests and it was he who
introduced an Italian engraver, Benedetto Pistrucci, to the Royal Mint. In
1816 the Mint was moved from the Tower of London to Tower Hill, and
steam-powered machinery made by Boulton and Watt replaced the old
presses. Pistrucci engraved the dies for the new coinage and his name
appears in tiny letters below the king’s head and below the dragon.
Pistrucci’s wonderful design shows the dragon being killed by St George,
who was the patron saint of England and of the Order of the Garter. The
origin of the Order is obscure but it was founded by Edward III in 1348
perhaps to revive the Round Table of King Arthur. The Order’s motto is in
French and appears on the Garter on the reverse of the coin. St George was a
Christian soldier martyred during Diocletian’s persecution in the early 4th
century. He was a popular saint and it is possible that he was named
England’s patron saint by Edward III when he founded the Order of the

Garter. The legend of George killing the dragon to save a damsel in distress
might originally have referred to the Crusaders saving Jerusalem from the
Muslims, but by the time of George III Jerusalem had been in Muslim hands
for six hundred years and the dragon was probably just a symbol of evil. The
fact that the current sovereign was also called George would have been
behind the choice of this motif. The steam press that produced the coin was
an example of the engines that powered the Industrial Revolution, which
began in Britain in the second half of the 18th century and was to change
Western civilization forever. Previously life had been predominantly rural.
People lived close to Nature and firmly believed in a Creator God. With the
advent of the steam engine, mass production was possible and factories
sprang up in the cities. People flocked to them and urban slums became a
depressing reality. The roots of the people in the earth were severed and
secularism was in the air. The growth of cities accelerated a movement that
also began in the 18th century and has been called the Enlightenment. This
was an intellectual movement that distrusted authority and questioned
tradition. Its adherents believed that truth could be obtained only through
reason, observation and experiment. They sought to promote tolerance,
justice and the material welfare of humanity. If the Church was to survive it
would have to accommodate their concerns.
**********
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94. FRANCE: LOUIS XVI

Silver 30 sol of Louis XVI (1774-1793 AD). 29 mms diam. OBV: Head of Louis XVI.
French inscription reads, ‘Louis XVI, King of the French. 1791.’ Mintmark: lioness.
REV: Angel writing Constitution. French inscription: REGNE DE LOI (Rule of Law).
30 SOLS. Below: L’AN 3 DE LA LIBERTE (Year 3 of freedom). On the stand’s base:
DUPRE’S. Tiny pitcher to left, A to right. MINT: Paris. REF: KM 91.1.

The French Revolution occurred in 1789 and had a profound effect on the
Church in France and elsewhere. The Church had experienced a troubled
history in France from the time of the Reformation. The Huguenots (French
Calvinists) had been growing in numbers until the St Bartholomew’s Day
massacre in 1572, and in 1598 Henry of Navarre, the leader of the
Huguenots, converted to Roman Catholicism in order to gain the throne, but
he then issued the Edict of Nantes granting toleration to the Huguenots.
Louis XIV (1643-1715) in his desire to make France the greatest state in
Europe insisted on religious unity and revoked the edict of Nantes in 1685.
Thousands of Huguenots fled the country and those remaining were
persecuted, but with the increasing influence of the Enlightenment in the
next century persecutions became fewer. Voltaire, the most famous figure of
the French Enlightenment, opposed the Catholic Church and defended the
victims of religious intolerance. Diderot, another French intellectual,
dispensed with belief in God altogether. The wealthy prelates were
unpopular with the peasants and when the revolution erupted there were
calls to abolish religion as well as the aristocracy. Notre Dame Cathedral

was converted into a Temple of Reason. The National Constituent Assembly
produced a new constitution that abolished feudalism. Church lands were
nationalized and in 1790 the Assembly enacted the Civil Constitution of the
Clergy, which reorganized the Church in France. The salaries of the clergy
were to be paid by the state, bishops and curates were to be elected by
prominent local citizens, and every priest had to take an oath accepting this
Constitutional Church. About half the parish priests did so, but the pope
rejected it outright. On the coin an angel is writing the new constitution of
France. On the base of the stand is DUPRE’S. Augustin Dupré was the man
who engraved the die. He was famous even before the revolution and
influenced the design of the first United States coins, which were issued
after the 13 American colonies had declared their independence of Britain in
1776. In 1793 King Louis XVI, whose head appears on this coin, was
guillotined and what appears on the coin fell into a basket. Following the
revolution Napoleon Bonaparte rose to power and wishing to restore good
relations with the pope he signed the Concordat of 1801, which abolished
the Constitutional Church of France. Historians have wondered why a
similar revolution did not happen in Britain at this time. Perhaps the main
reason was that John Wesley had given the poor people of Britain a hope that
transcended all earthly concerns.
**********
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95. NEW SOUTH WALES: FIVE SHILLINGS

Silver five shillings (holey dollar) of New South Wales, 1813, struck on a Charles IIII 8
reales minted at Mexico City in 1804. 38 mms diam. OBV: Countermark around hole:
NEW SOUTH WALES 1813. REV: Countermark around hole: FIVE SHILLINGS and
a branch. MINT: Sydney. REF: M-N 1804/14.

Australia was founded as a penal colony and the first fleet arrived at Botany
Bay in 1788 with 759 convicts. The continent had been inhabited by
Aborigines for about 50,000 years and the arrival of these strange white men
had a great impact on their Stone-Age way of life. Among the arrivals was
the Reverend Richard Johnson, and soon after the fleet moved from Botany
Bay to Sydney Cove he went ashore and ‘on the grass’ held the first worship
service. His sermon was on Psalm 116:12, “What shall I render unto the
Lord for all his benefits towards me?” Although the decision to send a
clergyman with the first fleet was made primarily because of the need to
maintain order (Christian teaching with its call to moral living was seen as a
way of controlling the convicts) there was a deeper motive, which had its
roots in the evangelical movement in the Church of England. The
evangelicals were the product of the religious revival that swept England in
the 18th century and one of their leaders was William Wilberforce, a member
of Parliament and a friend of the prime minister, William Pitt. Wilberforce
was later to play a major role in the abolition of slavery, but in the 1780s he
took a personal interest in the Botany Bay project. He was chiefly
responsible for the young evangelical Johnson being appointed chaplain to

New South Wales. The early colony was rather a wild and rough place.
Johnson’s successor, Rev. Samuel Marsden, also an evangelical, was
shocked by the immoral behaviour in the colony and meted out severe
punishments. There was a shortage of coinage, and rum became a popular
medium of exchange. Even the military officers became involved in the rum
trade. When Lachlan Macquarie became governor in 1810 he decided to
issue a distinctive coinage for the colony. The work was entrusted to a
convict, William Henshall, who had been transported for forgery. When a
shipment of 40,000 Spanish silver dollars arrived in 1812 the middle of each
coin was punched out. This ‘holey dollar’ was valued at five shillings and
the punched out piece, or ‘dump’, at fifteen pence. Since both coins were
overvalued they stayed in the colony rather than being lost in foreign trade.
They were eventually withdrawn from circulation and melted down, and
today there are only about 280 known specimens. Macquarie probably did
most to put the colony on its feet and he has been called the Father of
Australia. He was a Christian with a keen sense of morality, and he ordered
all convicts to attend church on Sundays. On his gravestone is chiseled the
clan motto: TURRIS FORTIS MIHI DEUS (A strong fortress is God to me),
which is similar to Luther’s words, “A mighty fortress is our God.” (Hymn
103 in the Australian Hymn Book II, Together in Song)
**********
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96. NEW SOUTH WALES: FIFTEEN PENCE

Silver fifteen pence (dump). 20 mms diam. OBV: Crown with cross on top. Inscription:
NEW SOUTH WALES 1813. REV: Inscription: FIFTEEN PENCE. MINT: Sydney.
REF: M & H, page 47.

In the early years of the Colony of New South Wales there was a shortage of
British coins, and the coins of various countries circulated in the colony, but
there was confusion regarding their relative values. Aware that a shipment of
copper pennies was due to arrive from England, the governor of the colony,
Captain Philip King, issued a proclamation on 19th November 1800. It
officially recognized eleven coins and indicated their values related to
British currency. The coins listed in the proclamation became known as
proclamation coins. In the colony the British penny was valued at two pence.
It was a large coin made at the Soho Mint at Birmingham using a press
driven by James Watt’s steam engine. The even larger British two-pence coin
was not on the list. Because of their size these coins were known as
cartwheels. A British shilling was valued at 13 pence, and a guinea at 22
shillings. Also on the list were a Netherlands gold ducat, valued at nine
shillings and sixpence, and a Spanish silver dollar, valued at five shillings.
Governor Phillip had given the dollar this value in 1791. Unfortunately
Governor King’s attempt to stabilize the currency was not successful.
Although the coins were overvalued in the colony visiting traders simply
increased the price of the goods that they were bringing in, and because they

demanded payment in cash there was a flow of coins out of the colony thus
decreasing the number of circulating coins. Governor Macquarie’s solution
to the problem was to produce peculiar coins that would not circulate outside
the colony. The centre of the Spanish dollar was removed, re-struck and
issued as a coin worth fifteen pence, while the ‘holey dollar’ was still valued
at five shillings. The small coin was called a dump. The example on display
is fairly worn and must have been handled by many people in the busy
colony. In 1822 the governor of New South Wales, Sir Thomas Brisbane,
after whom the city of Brisbane is named, introduced large numbers of uncut
Spanish silver dollars and in 1829 the holey dollars and dumps were
withdrawn from circulation and melted down. The first Australian coins
were not issued until 1910.
**********
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97. MEXICO: CHARLES IV

Silver dollar (8 reales) of Charles IV (1788-1808 AD). 40 mms diam. OBV: Bust of
Charles IV. Latin inscription reads, ‘Charles IIII by the grace of God 1804.’ REV:
Crowned shield between 2 pillars. Latin inscription reads, ‘King of Spain and the Indies.
Mexico City. 8 reales. T.H. (Assayers’ initials).’ MINT: Mexico City. REF: KM 109.

This Spanish silver dollar is similar to the one from which the holey dollar
on display was made. Most of the holey dollars were made from Spanish
dollars minted at Mexico City, Lima or Potosi (in Bolivia), between 1783
and 1810. Mexico was ruled by Spain and called New Spain, but in 1810
Mexican independence was declared by Father Miguel Hidalgo, a parish
priest in the village of Dolores. He issued the ‘Cry of Dolores’ in which he
called for the end of Spanish rule, racial equality and redistribution of land.
Mexican Independence Day commemorates this event. He exhorted his
followers to fight for the Virgin Mary, ‘Our Lady of Guadalupe.’ He was
executed in 1811 but his place was taken by another parish priest, Father
Jose Maria Morelos. The struggle for independence continued and was
finally achieved in 1821. King Charles IV died in Rome in 1819. He had
been living in exile since 1808 when he abdicated in favour of his son. He
had been king of Spain and Mexico from 1788 and his reign corresponded
with a turbulent period in European history following the French Revolution
in 1789. When Spain opposed the revolutionary regime in France a French
army invaded Spain in 1794 and made it subordinate to France. In 1808
Napoleon Bonaparte put his own brother, Joseph, on the Spanish throne.

While Mexico was struggling for independence there was much poverty and
social inequality throughout Central and South America. These conditions
largely persisted into modern times. In the 20th century, Liberation Theology,
a theological movement that seeks to counter social injustice, arose in South
America. It considers that the Church’s primary duty in a situation of
oppression is to support the poor. It influenced Black Theology and Feminist
Theology. Its aims are still relevant today.
**********
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98. QUEEN VICTORIA

Silver florin of Queen Victoria (1837-1901 AD). 27 mms diam. OBV: Crowned bust
of Victoria.
Latin inscription: VICTORIA REGINA 1849.
REV: Emblems of
England, Scotland and Ireland in a cruciform pattern with a double rose in the centre.
Roses, a thistle, and shamrocks in the quadrants. Inscription: ONE FLORIN ONE
TENTH OF A POUND.
MINT: London. REF: Seaby 3890.

When this coin was issued in 1849 there was a public protest. The uproar,
which was fanned by the popular press, continued until it was announced
that the coin would not be re-issued. The story of this episode in British
coinage begins in 1847 when a motion was introduced in Parliament calling
for the decimalization of the pound. The motion was withdrawn on the
understanding that a one-tenth pound coin would be issued to test public
opinion. The engravings were made by William Wyon, the chief engraver at
the Royal Mint, and his initials WW appear behind the sovereign’s image.
The new coins came as a shock to the public, and allegedly to Queen
Victoria herself, because there was no DEI GRATIA (by the grace of God)
or even D.G. in the inscription. This phrase had appeared on coins of
Christian rulers since the reign of Charles the Bald in the ninth century. In
Victorian England belief in God was still very much alive, and the people
were outraged by this ‘Godless florin’. In the first half of the 19th century the
Church of England was rather staid and many felt that it was in need of
reform, but most of the bishops were resistant to change. Academics,
especially those at Oxford, began to think about the nature of the Church of

England, and the Oxford Movement came into being. The leaders of the
Movement included John Keble (Professor of Poetry), Edward Pusey
(Professor of Hebrew) and John Henry Newman. The group began to
publish Tracts for the Times, which were intended to start people thinking.
Doubts were cast on the idea that the Church of England was a Via Media
between Rome and Protestantism. Some of the members began to move
more towards Roman Catholicism and this High Church party became
increasingly influential. Ordinary laypeople, who drew a clear line between
Catholics and Protestants, found all this talk confusing and a reaction set in
against the Tractarians. This was exacerbated by their failure to approve a
joint venture by the German Lutherans and the Anglicans to establish a
bishopric in Jerusalem. Some of them, including Newman, converted to
Roman Catholicism, but most stayed in the Church of England where they
continued to influence it along High Church lines. In the next century the
divine right of kings became irrelevant as most European countries
dispensed with kings and became democratic. Human rights became
important and secularism countered religious authority. Charles Darwin
provided an understanding of God’s creative process with his theory of
evolution by natural selection, and biblical criticism began to change the
way people understood the Bible. A new age was dawning.
**********
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99. POPE PIUS IX

Gold 20 lira coin of Pope Pius IX (1846-1878 AD). 21 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Pope
Pius IX. Latin inscription reads, ‘Pius IX, Pontifex Maximus, Year 22’. REV: 20 LIRE
1868 in a wreath.
Surrounding inscription: STATO PONTIFICIO (Papal State).
Below: R (Rome). MINT: Rome. REF: Berman 333.

With the liberal ideas that spread in Europe during the Enlightenment in the
18th century there was a certain anti-religious feeling, which came to a head
in the French Revolution of 1789. At the same time feelings of nationalism
were forming that tended to unify people who had the same language and
traditions, and the French Revolution stimulated national unification
movements in Germany, Italy and elsewhere. Throughout this whole period
there was an opposing tendency in the Roman Catholic Church to deny
national and diocesan independence and to centralize authority in the pope
and the Curia. This tendency was called Ultramontanism, ‘beyond the
mountains’ (the Alps). Before he was elected pope in 1846 Pius IX was
known to hold liberal views. He sympathized with the aspirations of the
Italian nationalists although he maintained the right of the pope to be a
temporal ruler in the Papal States, which stretched across Italy from Rome to
the Adriatic Sea. He introduced reforms that included municipal government
for Rome and a civic constitution for the Papal States. But in 1848 he
received a great shock. There was a revolution in the Papal States, the prime
minister was assassinated and the Roman Republic was formed. Pius fled to

the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies and began to resolutely oppose liberalism
in any form. With the help of the French he was restored to Rome, but by
1860 most of the Papal States had been lost and anticlericalism became a
feature there. Monasteries were closed and the secularization of Italian life
began. In 1870 the French were defeated in the Franco-Prussian War and the
Italian army occupied Rome. A referendum was held and the city was
incorporated into the nation of Italy. The pope retreated to a self-imposed
‘imprisonment’ in the Vatican. While his temporal power was decreasing
there was a growth in his importance to the Roman Catholic Church at large.
This was a reaction to all the political upheaval and religious confusion. In a
way it corresponded to nationalism as a method of unification because the
papacy became the focus of unity for Roman Catholics. Pius’s promulgation
of the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception (of the Virgin Mary) and his
encyclical with the Syllabus of Errors were indicators of future anti-liberal
developments. The First Vatican Council (1869-1870) witnessed the climax
of papal authority when the Declaration of Papal Infallibility was passed by
533 bishops with only two opposing it. Pius presided over an enormous
expansion of the Catholic Church in the world and it is appropriate that the
title PONTIFEX MAXIMUS should appear on this coin because it was the
title assumed by the Emperor Augustus who founded the Roman Empire.
**********
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100. BRISBANE: COMMUNION TOKEN 1863

Lead/antimony Communion token of the Creek Street Presbyterian Church, Brisbane,
1863. 31 mms diam. OBV: Church. Inscription: CREEK ST. PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH BRISBANE. RC (Robert Capner, first Queensland die engraver) in tiny
letters between CREEK and BRISBANE. REV: Open Bible. HOLY BIBLE in tiny
letters on pages. Inscription: REVD MATHEW MCGAVIN M.A. 1863. REF: W&W
Q1.

John Calvin of Geneva was one of the leaders of the Protestant Reformation.
Like Luther he believed in the Bible as the only rule of faith, but unlike
Luther he did not believe that the Church should be subjected to the State.
As Calvinism spread in Europe its ministers were concerned about
‘discipline’, the spiritual government of Christians by Christian officers. In
particular they were concerned about the fitness of people to receive the
Lord’s Supper, and a system was devised whereby eligible persons were
given a metal token which would entitle them to receive it. Eligibility
included knowledge of the basics of Christianity. For example, one would
have to be able to recite the Lord’s Prayer. The use of Communion tokens
became widespread in Scotland where Calvinism had been encouraged by
John Knox. He had been chaplain to Edward VI but when Mary Tudor came
to the throne he fled to Geneva. He returned to Scotland in 1559 and drew
up the Scottish Confession along Calvinist lines. In 1648 it was superseded
by the Westminster Confession, the definitive statement of Presbyterianism,

which put the government of the Church in the hands of presbyters (elders).
Although the majority of convicts and colonists who arrived in New South
Wales at the end of the 18th century belonged to the Church of England,
there was a group of Presbyterian and Methodist migrants who settled on the
Hawkesbury River, and in 1809 they erected the first Presbyterian church in
Australia. In 1824 the Rev. Dr John Dunmore Lang arrived as the first
Presbyterian minister and he was very influential in many ways. He was
worried about the settlement at Moreton Bay, which had begun as a penal
colony, and to improve its moral tone he introduced groups of pious
Protestants. About 550 of them arrived in three ships in 1849. One of them
was later to boast, “No more important was the arrival of the Mayflower to
America than was the arrival of these three ships to Queensland.” At first the
Presbyterians worshiped in the old Court House in Queen Street, and in 1855
Thomas Bell, a man supported by Dr Lang, became pastor. A church was
opened in Creek Street in 1859 but in that year Rev. Bell died of
tuberculosis. In 1863 Rev. McGavin arrived and in 1875 Communion tokens
were used in the church. In 1889 a new church, St Paul’s, was built in St
Paul’s Terrace and the old church was demolished. In 1977 most
Presbyterian, most Congregational and the Methodist churches joined to
form the Uniting Church in Australia, but St Paul’s remained Presbyterian.
These Communion tokens were the only ones ever used in Queensland and
less than ten still exist.
**********
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101. BRISBANE 1864

Bronze token worth one penny issued by J. Sawyer, tobacconist, of Brisbane in 1864. 34
mms diam. OBV: Unofficial coat of arms with ADVANCE AUSTRALIA on a scroll
below. Inscription: QUEENSLAND 1864. REV: Inscription: J. SAWYER
WHOLESALE & RETAIL TOBACCONIST BRISBANE. MINT: Melbourne factory
of Thomas Stokes. REF: Renniks (2004) 461.

In Brisbane in the mid 19th century there was a shortage of coinage and some
of the businessmen decided to have penny tokens made. They could be
accepted or rejected as the customer pleased and could be redeemed for
official coinage if and when required. The one shown was used by J.
Sawyer, a tobacconist who had a shop in Queen Street, but six other
businesses also used them. They were all different, and the coat of arms on
Sawyer’s penny was designed by Thomas Stokes, who came to Victoria in
the gold rush but settled in Melbourne making trade tokens and buttons. The
coat of arms was unofficial but it must have referred to Australia because it
has ‘Advance Australia’ on the scroll. The song ‘Advance Australia Fair’,
which became Australia’s national anthem, was composed in 1878 by a Scot,
Peter McCormick, for the annual Scottish Concert in the Protestant Hall in
Sydney to celebrate St Andrews Day. Although a Cross appears prominently
on the shield Brisbane was not a particularly Christian town. It began as a
penal outpost in 1824, and it was an oppressive place where the prisoners
were treated cruelly. In 1842 the Moreton Bay Colony was opened to free

settlers, and Bishop Broughton, who had been consecrated the first bishop of
Australia by the archbishop of Canterbury in Lambeth Palace in 1836, sent
Rev. John Gregor to Brisbane. He had been a Church of Scotland minister
whose passage to New South Wales had been arranged by Dr Lang, but after
a dispute with the Presbyterian leadership, he was ordained by Bishop
Broughton in 1842. He arrived in Brisbane in 1843 and opened the Church
of St John the Evangelist in an old carpenter’s shed in a lumber yard near the
river. Although he was conscientious and the congregation increased he
made little impact on Brisbane, which was still a rough frontier town where
people were just not interested in religion. Sadly he drowned in a waterhole
at Nundah in 1848. His successor, Rev. Benjamin Glennie, was later
transferred to the Darling Downs where he travelled extensively and became
known as the Apostle of the Downs. In 1859 Queensland became a selfgoverning colony and the first governor, Sir George Bowen, read the
proclamation on the veranda of a house that later became the Deanery
behind the present St John’s Cathedral. Brisbane was now entitled to a
bishop, and Edward Tufnell was consecrated the first Anglican bishop of
Brisbane by the Archbishop of Canterbury in Westminster Abbey. He was a
Fellow of Wadham College in Oxford and a moderate High Churchman.
During his tenure parish ministry extended throughout Queensland. He
resigned in 1875 and returned to England.
**********
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102. USA 1908

Gold twenty-dollar coin of the United States of America (USA). 34 mms diam. OBV: A
woman personifying liberty holds a torch and an olive branch. Ivy leaves at her feet.
Capitol building behind. Inscription: LIBERTY 1908. Below date is a monogram of ASG
for Augustus Saint-Gaudens. REV: Eagle flying above rising sun. Inscription: UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TWENTY DOLLARS. Inscription on the rim (with stars
between the words): E PLURIBUS UNUM (One out of many). REF: Y65.

When it was formed in 1776 the USA consisted of 13 ex-British colonies,
and the Constitution of 1788 still applies to the present USA. In the First
Amendment it is stated that ‘Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech.’ In its subsequent history the USA has been
a bastion of freedom, and Christianity has flourished there. On the coin
freedom is personified as a woman holding a torch (a symbol of
enlightenment) and an olive branch (a symbol of peace). Behind her, at the
lower edge of the coin, is the United States Capitol where the Congress
meets to make the nation’s laws. Its cornerstone was laid by the first
president, George Washington, in 1793. In an unprecedented move President
Theodore Roosevelt at the end of the 19th century asked the leading
American sculptor, Augustus Saint-Gaudens, to redesign the American
coinage. His $10 and $20 coins were issued in 1907 and 1908 but at
Roosevelt’s insistence the motto, IN GOD WE TRUST, was not on them.

This motto had appeared on the $5, $10 and $20 coins since 1866. President
Roosevelt was not anti-Christian, but he felt that the name of God should not
be on money. The absence of the motto caused a public outcry and by Act of
Congress it was added to a second issue of the coins in 1908 and it has
appeared on all US coins and banknotes ever since. Although the USA is
predominantly a Christian nation the separation of Church and State is a
basic principle of government. Christianity in the USA was given a boost by
the Great Awakening that began in the 1720s in congregations of the Dutch
Reformed, Congregational and Presbyterian Churches. After the American
War of Independence (1776-1783) the Episcopal Church separated from the
Church of England, and a Second Great Awakening was experienced by all
the evangelical churches in the country from 1800 to 1835. In the 19th
century the question of slavery divided the country and there was civil war
between the north and the south from 1861 to 1865. Christians in the south
defended the institution of slavery on the grounds that it is assumed in
Scripture. It is estimated that 618,000 men were killed in the war. In the 20th
century a great influx of migrants, including large numbers of Roman
Catholics and Jews, arrived from Europe; and the USA has been a success
story for pluralism. This is summed up on their coins by E PLURIBUS
UNUM (One out of many). Originally from a poem attributed to Virgil this
phrase was suggested for the US seal in 1776.
**********
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103. AUSTRALIA 1910

Silver florin of Australia issued under Edward VII (1901-1910 AD). 28 mms diam.
OBV: Bust of Edward VII. Latin inscription reads, ‘Edward VII, by the grace of God,
King of Great Britain, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India.’ DES in tiny letters below
bust. REV: Coat of arms of Australia with ADVANCE AUSTRALIA on scroll below.
Inscription: FLORIN - TWO SHILLINGS 1910. MINT: London. REF: KM 21.

In 1899 a referendum was held in Australia and the vote narrowly supported
Federation, which occurred in 1901. Coinage then became a federal
responsibility, but it was not till 1909 that Federal Parliament passed a Bill
to provide Australia with its own silver and bronze coins. The portrait of
Edward VII was the work of George de Saulles, the chief engraver at the
Royal Mint in London, and his initials appear below the bust. The reverse
design was the work of William Blackmore, an employee of the Mint. In
1909 at the request of the Australian government Blackmore engraved a map
of Australia, but the government changed its mind and asked for the
‘Ensigns Armorial of the Commonwealth of Australia’ according to the 1908
royal warrant, and he worked from a drawing sent from Australia. This
design, which featured a cross on a shield, appeared on the threepence,
shilling and florin until 1938, and on the sixpence until 1963. Sadly this
Christian emblem was replaced by a coat of arms that included all the state
emblems. Because the Australian mints were not ready, the first issue of
silver coins in 1910 was minted in London, as was the first issue of bronze

coins in 1911. There would be 12 pennies (12d) to a shilling, and two
shillings to a florin. The ‘d’ derived from ‘denarius’, the silver coin that
circulated in the Roman Empire. The florin was originally a gold coin from
Florence. It had been re-introduced in Britain in 1849 as a silver coin, the
infamous ‘Godless florin’, which allegedly shocked Queen Victoria. It was
her grandson, George, Duke of Cornwall and York (later King George V),
who came to Australia in 1901, but the new Governor-General, Lord
Hopetoun, conducted the public ceremony in Sydney’s Centennial Park,
where the Federal Constitution was proclaimed by the clerk with much
fanfare. The Duke opened the first Federal Parliament in Melbourne on 9th
May 1901. In the same year he laid the foundation stone of St John’s
Cathedral in Brisbane. It was appropriate that the duke of Cornwall should
do this because the cathedral was planned to be similar to Truro Cathedral in
Cornwall. The architect for both cathedrals was John Pearson, who was
famous for his work in the Gothic Revival style. William Weber, the third
bishop of Brisbane, commissioned Pearson to make sketch plans for the
Cathedral in 1885, but the whole project had to be reconsidered when the
site was changed to Ann Street in 1899. Pearson’s son, Frank, continued his
father’s work, and the cathedral was completed in 2009, when the diocese
and Queensland was 150 years old. The cathedral will stand as a source of
inspiration for Christians for thousands of years.
**********
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104. RUSSIA 1913

Silver rouble of Tsar Nicholas II (1894-1917 AD). 34 mms diam.
OBV: Busts of
Michael Romanov (1613-1645) and Tsar Nicholas II. REV: Double-headed eagle with
small shields on its wings, and at its centre a large shield showing St George killing a
dragon. In the eagle’s talons are a sword and an orb. Above: A crown and ROUBLE (in
Cyrillic script). Below: 1613 - 1913. MINT: St Petersburg. REF: KM 70.

The two faces stare out from the coin unaware of the terrible events about to
unfold in 1914. The man on the right wearing a pointed crown with a cross
on top is Michael Romanov, the founder of the Romanov dynasty. His
descendant, Nicholas II, was the last Tsar of Russia. Nicholas and his family
were murdered in 1918. On the reverse of the coin there is a double-headed
eagle, the symbol of the Russian imperial family. A double-headed eagle is a
very ancient symbol and has been found in archaeological remains of the
Hittite civilization (2000-1300 BC) in Asia Minor. It reappeared in Armenia
from the 3rd to the 9th centuries AD, and again in the Byzantine Empire. This
may have been because the Byzantine Emperor Isaac Comnenos (10571059) came from Asia Minor. The theory is that he changed the Roman
single-headed eagle into a double-headed one to symbolize the duality of his
empire: the head on the left represents Rome and looks west while the head
on the right represents Constantinople and looks east. The sword in the
eagle’s right claw symbolizes secular authority while the orb in the left claw
symbolizes spiritual authority. From the Byzantine Empire the symbol

spread to Russia when Ivan III (1462-1505) married Zoe, the niece of the
last Byzantine emperor. It was also used by the Holy Roman Emperor from
the 13th century, and after the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire in 1806
it was retained by the Austrian Empire and used by the German
Confederation as its coat of arms. The Russian eagle is distinguished from
the others by the picture of St George, Russia’s patron saint, in its centre.
Although Christianity had been introduced to Russia by missionaries as early
as the 1st century it had little effect. The person responsible for
Christianizing Russia was Vladimir, Prince of Kiev (956-1015). He sent
emissaries to investigate Islam, Judaism and Roman Catholicism, but they
were not impressed. When they visited Constantinople a special service was
held for them in Hagia Sophia Basilica and they were captivated by its
beauty. They reported that they had not known whether they were on earth or
in heaven: “All we can tell is that in that place is God’s dwelling among
men.” Another explanation is that they rejected Islam because it did not
allow them to drink alcohol. In any case Vladimir proclaimed Orthodox
Christianity the faith of his realm and ordered all his subjects to be baptized.
Today the double-headed eagle with St George in its centre is the official
coat of arms of the Russian Federation.
**********
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105. USSR 1924

Silver rouble of the USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics). 34 mms diam. OBV:
Hammer and sickle on a globe in a wreath between CC and CP (CCCP = USSR). The
Russian words below mean, ‘One rouble’. The Russian inscription reads, ‘Workers of the
world, unite!’ REV: A young man points an older man to the future. The sun rises over
factories to the right. Below: 1924. REF: KM 135.1.

World War I was a disaster for Russia. The autocratic Tsar Nicholas was
unpopular and with the outbreak of war against Germany in 1914 conditions
deteriorated. When Nicholas went to the front and left the control of the
country to his wife, who was under the influence of the mad monk,
Rasputin, riots broke out and Nicholas was forced to abdicate. The
Bolsheviks (Communists) seized power in October 1917. Their leader,
Vladimir Lenin, aimed to impose socialism on the whole country and in
1922 the USSR was formed. The first silver coin issued by the Union in
1924 was a clever piece of propaganda. It was 90% silver, which reassured
the people that the economy of the country was on a sound basis. The
hammer and sickle, the symbol of socialism, indicated that the government
was for the working people. The placement of the symbol over the globe
meant that they intended to spread the socialist revolution all over the world
and their clarion call is written on the coin: ‘WORKERS OF THE WORLD,
UNITE!’ The socialist ideals were pictured on the reverse: there would be a
bright future for the peasants based on industry and agriculture. Also the
proletariat (the working classes) would own the means of production.

Actually there was much in their policy that was similar to the ways of the
early Church, and their stated aim: ‘From each according to his ability and to
each according to his need’, can be found in Acts 4:32-36; but in Lenin’s
future there would be no religion. In 1918 he issued a decree removing the
Church’s right to own property and making the teaching of religion to
anyone under 18 a criminal offence. Priests were arrested and monasteries
closed. Church services were not forbidden but life for Christians was very
difficult especially after the formation of the League of the Militant Godless,
which had five million members by 1932. The oppression of the Church
lasted most of the 20th century, but Christianity had entered the Russian soul
and it could not be eradicated. Whereas Western Christians tend to take a
rational approach to their faith in a secular world, Russian Christians are
very aware of the mystical aspects of Christianity. The icons that mean little
to Western Christians are seen by them as windows onto heaven. Therefore it
was not surprising that when the Communist Party began to lose its grip on
the country at the end of the century, a revival of the Russian Orthodox
Church occurred. The people realized that the motivation to love one another
was not to be found in the maxims of Marxism but in Jesus Christ, the
source of that love. What happened in Russia is one of the great miracles of
modern times.
**********
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106. PHILIPPINES 1925

Copper-nickel coin of the leprosarium on Culion Island. 35 mms diam. OBV: Bust of Dr
Jose Rizal. Inscription: CULION LEPER COLONY PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. REV:
Winged caduceus on shield. Eagle above. PHS on shield. Inscription: PHILIPPINE
HEALTH SERVICE ONE PESO 1925. MINT: Manila. REF: KM 18.

People migrated to the Philippines about 50,000 years ago. They came in
contact with Europeans in 1551 when Magellan arrived and planted a
wooden cross on a hill. Missionary work began in 1565 when the country
became a Spanish colony, and by 1800 most Filipinos were baptized. Today
the population is about 80 million and over 80% are Roman Catholics,
giving the Philippines the largest Christian population in Asia. In the 19th
century there was a reaction against the tyrannical rule of the Spanish and
the corruption in the Church. One of the leading critics was Jose Rizal,
whose face appears on the coin. He was a physician and political writer. He
worked for reform but was opposed to violence. He was executed in 1896.
After the Spanish-American War in 1898 the USA gained control of the
Philippines, which did not become fully independent until 1946. On the
reverse of the coin is the symbol of the Philippines Health Service. In its
centre is a modified caduceus like the universal symbol of the medical
profession. The caduceus appears frequently on ancient coins. In its
Classical form it has two snakes curled around at the top and the wings are
further down the shaft. The snakes entwined around the staff, as on the

medical symbol, derive from the staff of Asklepios, the Greek god of
medicine, who usually has only one snake. According to Greek legend
Hermes (Mercury) used the wand to separate two fighting snakes and hence
it is also a symbol of peace. The coin was issued by the Philippine Health
Service (PHS) and it circulated only in the leprosarium on Culion, which
was an isolated island 150 miles SW of Manila. This was because once a
coin was handled by lepers no one else would touch it. Lepers are mentioned
several times in the Bible although the term was probably applied to anyone
suffering from an obvious skin disease. Luke tells how a group of lepers
stood at a distance and shouted to Jesus to have pity on them. Since then the
Lord has had pity on lepers everywhere in the world because many
Christians have been called to care for people suffering from leprosy and all
kinds of diseases. A wonderful example is Father Damien, whose
compassion for the lepers led him to become one of them. Leprosy (or
Hansen’s Disease) is characterized by deformities of the extremities because
the causative bacteria destroy the nerves, resulting in loss of sensation. The
coin shows the scratch marks caused by the tongs used by the lepers to
handle it because they had no fingers. Although no outsider would touch the
coins or the lepers, when a man ‘covered with leprosy’ came to Jesus he
‘reached out his hand and touched him.’ (Luke 5:13a)
**********
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107. PALESTINE 1927

Bronze 2 mils coin of Palestine. 28 mms diam. OBV: Inscription: PALESTINE in
Arabic, English and Hebrew. Below: Date 1927 in English and Arabic. REV: Olive
branch with seven leaves. It is between number 2 in English on the left and in Arabic on
the right. Inscription: TWO MILS. MILS in Hebrew to the left and in Arabic to the
right. MINT: London. REF: KM 2.

World War I (1914-1918) was a terrible war. France was allied with Britain
and Russia against Germany, Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire. It
has been estimated that 8 million soldiers and 6 million civilians died, and
21 million soldiers were wounded. In the disastrous Gallipoli campaign there
were over 200,000 British Commonwealth casualties including heavy losses
sustained by the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC). A
large number of Turkish soldiers also died in the Gallipoli campaign. In the
Middle East the British Commonwealth forces were successful in capturing
Jerusalem from the Ottoman Turks in 1917. General Allenby, who directed
the Palestine campaign, dismounted from his horse before entering the city
because of his respect for its religious heritage. Part of his army was the
Australian Light Horse Brigade, which consisted of volunteer horsemen who
were raised in the rugged Australian bush, and it was largely because of
them and their famous charge on Beersheba that Jerusalem was taken. On
the day that Beersheba was captured the British Cabinet agreed to what has
become known as the Balfour Declaration: the promise of a Jewish
homeland in Palestine. After the war Palestine was mandated to the British
by the League of Nations. In 1927 the British issued a distinctive Palestinian

coinage based on the mil, which was one thousandth of a Palestinian pound.
At the time there were Arabs, Jews and others living in Palestine and the
words on the coin are in Arabic, Hebrew and English. On its reverse there is
an olive branch which since ancient Greek times was known as a symbol of
peace. Also olive trees were grown everywhere in Palestine and olive oil was
a major product of the country. Olives are shown on the branch on the coin,
but significantly there are seven leaves. This is an allusion to the great
seven-branched candlestick called the Menorah, which stood in the Temple
in Jerusalem. In 70 AD the victorious Romans took it to Rome where it is
depicted on the Arch of Titus. Since the late 19th century a movement had
developed to create a Jewish homeland in Palestine. It was called Zionism
after Mount Zion where the Temple once stood. In British Mandated
Palestine Arab opposition to this movement led to violent incidents in the
1920s and they became worse in the 1930s as Jewish refugees fled from
Europe. Just before the outbreak of World War II the British proposed a plan
for an independent Palestine composed of Arabs and Jews. The war
disrupted this plan and a new situation developed after it.
**********
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108. POLAND: LODZ GHETTO 1943

Aluminium token worth 10 marks, issued by the head of the Jewish authorities (The
Elder of the Jews) in the Jewish ghetto in the city of Lodz in Poland. 28 mms diam.
OBV: Six-pointed star (Star of David). German inscription: GETTO 1943.
REV: 10
MARK with QUITTUNG UBER (receipt for) written across the 10. German
inscription.: DER AELTESTE DER JUDEN IN LITZMANNSTADT (of the Elder of
the Jews in Litzmann’s city). The Germans renamed Lodz after the German general, Karl
Litzmann, who died while attempting to capture Lodz in World War I. REF: KM Tn3
(thick planchet).

World War II was a horrible war. It began on 1st September 1939 when
Germany invaded Poland. Britain and France then declared war on
Germany. The USA became involved in 1941 when Pearl Harbour was
bombed by the Japanese in a surprise attack. The numbers killed were much
greater than in World War I. About 15 million soldiers and 30 million
civilians were killed, and about half of these were Russians; but in Europe
there was the added horror of the Holocaust in which Hitler and the Nazis
organized the deaths of millions of Jews. In Warsaw and Lodz, where there
were large Jewish populations, the Jews were confined in ghettos where
conditions were terrible. Their money was taken from them and in return
they were given tokens like the one shown. The Star of David
was sewn
on their clothes, but in ancient times it was not a particularly Jewish symbol
although it became more so in recent centuries. The title ‘The Elder of the
Jews’ was given to M. C. Rumkowski, the Nazi-nominated ruler of the

ghetto. He organized the Jews to work in factories in return for inadequate
supplies of food from the Germans. Of about 250,000 Jews in the ghetto
only 877 remained at the end of the war, the rest having died of starvation
and disease or been transported to Auschwitz and similar extermination
centres. In Germany the Christian authorities were under state control and
any Christians, like Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who opposed the Nazi
regime were liable to be executed. Eventually the war was won by the
tremendous efforts of the USSR, the USA and the British Commonwealth of
Nations, which included Australia. The Allied invasion of France in 1944
was led by General Montgomery, later Field Marshall Viscount Montgomery
of Alamein. He led the British forces across north-west Europe and finally
received the surrender of the German northern armies on 4th May 1945. His
father was the bishop of Tasmania and later Secretary of the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel based in London. Montgomery’s Christian faith
was important to him and he once described himself as a ‘Christian soldier’.
He was always aware that God was on his side, and it was therefore very
significant that in 1947 he laid a foundation stone in St John’s Cathedral in
Brisbane to commemorate the Allied victory. After the war many Jews
migrated to Australia, mostly to Sydney and Melbourne. The Australian
Constitution guarantees freedom of religion, and discrimination on the
grounds of race is unlawful.
**********
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109. ISRAEL 1949

Silver 500 prutah coin of Israel. 38 mms diam. OBV: 3 pomegranates on a stem.
Inscription: ISRAEL in Hebrew and Arabic. REV: 500 PRUTAH (in Hebrew) above
date in Hebrew: 5709 (1949). REF: KM 16.

In World War II about six million Jews were killed in Europe in the
Holocaust, which is a Greek word meaning ‘whole burning’, as when a
whole animal was burnt as a sacrifice. In the Nazi concentration camps Jews
were gassed and their bodies burnt in crematoria. After the war large
numbers of Jews fled to Palestine and the Zionists intensified their efforts to
acquire a homeland there. Because Britain had imposed immigration
restrictions many of the refugees were smuggled into Palestine by
underground groups, some of which used terrorist tactics against the British
forces. In 1947 when the British were unable to find a solution acceptable to
the Arabs and the Jews, they handed the problem of Palestine over to the
United Nations which voted for a partition of the region into separate Arab
and Jewish states with Jerusalem to be administered by the United Nations
as an international city. The Arabs opposed this decision and when the state
of Israel was proclaimed on 14th May 1948 it was invaded by the
neighbouring Arab countries, but Israel not only defended itself but gained
additional territory, and in a brief war in 1967 gained the old city of
Jerusalem. Israel issued its first coins in 1949 and the largest denomination,
500 prutah, is shown. The word ‘prutah’ is Hebrew and it referred to the
small copper coins that circulated in Israel in ancient times. Originally it

might have meant ‘a grape pip’ and was used to indicate the insignificant
nature of these coins. Although the plural of ‘prutah’ is ‘prutot’, this only
applies to numbers from 2 to 10. After 10 the plural is ‘prutah’ again. All the
designs on the 1949 coins reproduced designs on the coins of ancient Israel.
The 3 pomegranates on the coin shown had appeared on the shekel minted
by the Jews during the first Jewish Revolt (66-70 AD). After nearly two
thousand years the Jews were free again and their flag displays the Star of
David, the Jewish symbol that the Jews had worn in the concentration
camps. The dating system on Israeli coins does not follow the Gregorian
calendar, which starts with Jesus’ birth, but begins in 3760 BC when God
created the world, according to the ancient Jewish scribes. But modern Israel
is a democratic, secular state, and has prospered since 1948. Unfortunately
tension persists between Jews and Arabs and much violence has occurred.
Unlike the Jews, the need for a homeland does not apply to Christians
because they believe that the idea of Israel is subsumed in Jesus Christ.
According to Saint Paul, Christians are ‘in Christ’ and therefore they are
spiritually in the blessed land that God promised Abraham. As far as the
conduct of their lives is concerned the place for them to be is the kingdom of
God. They obey God’s commandments, “and this is his command: to believe
in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another.” (1 John 3:23)
**********
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110. QUEENSLAND 2001

Cupro-nickel 50 cent coin of Australia. 36 mms diam. OBV: Head of Elizabeth II.
Inscription : ELIZABETH II AUSTRALIA 2001. REV: Coat of arms of Queensland,
with AUDAX AT FIDELIS (bold but faithful) on a scroll and QUEENSLAND below.
Inscription : CENTENARY OF FEDERATION 1901 2001 FIFTY CENTS.

The coat of arms of each state appeared on this issue of coins to celebrate
100 years since Federation. In Queensland, as in the rest of Australia, great
changes had occurred since Federation. In 1901 horses were the means of
transport but they soon gave way to cars and planes. Changes also occurred
in the Church of England. In 1981 its name was changed to the Anglican
Church of Australia. The old division between Low Church and Evangelical
on one side, and High Church and Anglo-Catholic on the other, tended to
seem less important as Anglicans became more accepting of different ways
of worship, but it was replaced by a greater emphasis on the division
between liberal and conservative. This division became more obvious in the
late 1960s when Australians tended to react differently to the Vietnam War.
In the USA and Australia the war became a focus of dissent and a counterculture developed. It involved mostly young people who tended to disregard
organized religion and wanted to live gentler, more loving lives. These
‘flower people’ threw off the restrictions that the Church had imposed on
them largely for reasons of power and were much more relaxed in matters of
gender and sex. Men had long hair and understood that some of them were

sexually attracted to each other. Women smoked cigarettes and realized that
they were equal to men. The Episcopal Church in the USA has been at the
forefront of changes along these lines. In 2003 a gay man was made a bishop
in New Hampshire and more recently a woman became the presiding bishop.
Australian Anglicans have tended to follow the Americans, and at present
there is much discussion about homosexuality and there are women priests
except in the Sydney Diocese, which has remained resolutely conservative.
The Queensland coat of arms appears on the coin shown. It consists of a
Christian knight’s helmet on a shield supported by a brolga and a red deer.
The deer is from the royal herd near London and represents a link with the
queen. The brolga is a native bird noted for its dancing, which inspired many
Aboriginal corroboree dances. On the shield the state’s products are
represented by a bull, ram, sheaf of wheat and a column of gold; but most
importantly there is a Maltese Cross at the top of the coat of arms. This
Cross was first used in the Colony’s naval ensign in the 1850s and is the
same cross as that on the cloak of the Grand Master of the Knights of
Rhodes, later of Malta, but originally the Hospitallers of St John of
Jerusalem. Like them the congregation of St John’s Cathedral in Brisbane,
together with all the Anglicans in Queensland, put their trust in God and
know that whatever happens He will direct their paths (Proverbs 3:6). They
will be bold but faithful.
**********
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